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D E 

AN I MI IMMORTALITATE. 

LIBERPRIMUS. 

^^^TER A per terras animalia forte fruuntur 

^^ Quam fua cuique dedit Natura; nee amplius 

optant. 

Sblus homo, qui fcire iagax, cui fumma cupido 

Scrutari caufas et mutua foedera renim, 

Vanum iter Iiigreditur ; nigris namque imminet alls, 5 

- Et 

• Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Efq. the fon of the Rev. Mr. 
Browne, vicar of Burton on Trent, was educated at Weft- 
ininfter fchool, from whence he went to Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and afterwards fettled in Lincoln 's-Inn,«where 
he engaged in the profeffion of the law. In 1759 he publiflied 
this Poem, De Animi Immortalitate, which was univerfally 
read, and as univerfally admired, not only for the choice 
and arrangement of the matter, but the parity of the lan- 
guage, which Lucretius himfelf would have acknowledged 
as a perfeA copy of his ftile. Struck with the arguments^ 
the difpofition of thofe arguments, and the beauty of the ex- 
preffion, but above all with the bright contraft to the ob- 
fcurity of the metaphyfical poets of the lafi century; Mr. 
3 Jcnyns 
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OK THfi 

IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 

t 
I'RAllSLATiD FILO-M THE LATIN OP 

ISAAC HAWKIINS BROWNE, Efq* 

B O O K L 

rr^ O all inferior animals 'tis giv'n 
•*• T* enjoy the ftate allotted them by Heaved J 
Ko vain refearches e'ef difturb their reft, 
No fears of dark futurity moteft. 
Man^ only man, folicitous to knoW 5 

The fpringi whence Nature's operations floW, 
f lods thro* a dreary wafte ^ith toil and pain. 
And reafons, hopes, and thinks, and lives in vain $ 

j*0f 



jenyns was the firft who tranflated it into Englifli^ and whofe 
tranfladoDi as it was firft in Ume, was alfo firil in propriety 
and elegance amongft thofe with which the public was after* 
Wards favoured. 
Mr« Browne's happy vein in poetry placed Urn amongft 
B a the 
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£t curfu in medio mors intercludit euntem. 
Quorfum ifthoc, fi nil fapientia dia crearit 
IncaflTum ? Quorfum haec divinae femina mentis^ 
In proprios ii non poterunt adolefcere fruftus ? 
Ec^id .enim prodeft rerum cognofcere caufas ; !• 
Jungere Venturis praefentia ; mente vagari 
Solem atque aftra fuper, morituro ? Scilicet omnes 
Una manet Lethi lex et commune fepulcrum. 
Nonne ergo fatius cum Phyllide ladere in umbra ; 
Teque, Lyaee pater, laetis celc'brare choreis? 15 

Novit enim Bacchus curas depellere, novit 
Praeteriti fenfus abolere metumque futuri. 

Quare age, vina liques: epulae, convivia, lufus, 
Pfallere doda Chloe, citharaoque perita Neaera, 
Non abfint; volucris rape laetus dona die! ; 29 

Quaerere nee cures quid craftina proferat bora. 



the foremoft of tke art ia his life-time, the juftice of whicli 
preference pofterity will be enabled to determine, from a 
colle£^ion of his poems publiihed in o£hivo> by his only fon 
Ifaac Hawkins Browne, Efq ;— a mark of filial piety, one of 
the pcominent features in hio jnoft reipcfiable and amiable 
charadter. £• 

Atqui 



} 
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For fable Death flill hov'ring o'er his head, 

Cuts fhort his progrefs, with his vital thread. lO 

Wherefore, fince Nature errs not^ do we find 

Thefe feeds of Science in the human mind. 

If no congenial fruits are predefign'd? 

For what avails to man this power to roam 

Thro' ages paft, and ages yet to come, 15 

T' explore new worlds o'er all th' stherial way, 

Chain'd to a fpot, and living but a day ? 

Since all muft perifh in one common grave. 

Nor can thefe long laborious fearches fave. 

Were it not wifer far, fupinely laid, 2o 

To fport with Phillis in the noontide (hade ? 

Or at thy jovial feftivals appear. 

Great Bacchus, who alone the foul can clear. 

From all that it has felt, and all that it can fear? 



i 



Come on then, let us feaft : let Chloe fing, 25 

And foft Neaera touch the trembling firing 5 
Enjoy the prefent hour, nor feek to know 
What good or ill to-morrow may beftow. 

B 3 But 
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Atqui pertaefum eft harum cito dclieiarum; 
Scilicet, haec latiat vix dum libata voluptas. 
Ergo dimiffis quaeramus feria nugis« 
Accutnulentur opes i ducit quo gloria, qudve 25 

Ambitioi ftipatus eas examine denfo 
Man^ ialutantum« Quid multa i Hue denique eodem 
VolveriSy ut dames heu ! quantum in rebus inane ! 

Quaenam igitur tentanda via eft? Ubi littus amicum t 
Nempe vides ut femper avet, dumcorpore claufa eft, 30 
Mens alia ex aliis fcire, ac fine fine gradadm 
Sternum (fie fert natura) attingere verum, 

Gaudia quinetiam non hsec fiigientia pofcit. 
At magis apta fibi, vicibufque obnoxia nuUis ; 
Gaudia perpetuum non interitura per ^vum. 35 



Quare 
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But thefe delights (oon pall upon the tafte | 
Let's try then if more ierious cannot laft : 30 

Wealdi let us heap on wealth, or fame purfue, 
Let pow'r and glory be our points in views 
In courts, in camps, in fenates let us live, 
Our levees crowded like the buzzing hive : 
Each weak attempt the fame fad leflbn brings ! 35 
Alas what vanity in human things ! 

What means then (hall we-try ? where hope to find 
A friendly harbour for the reftlefs mind ? 
Who ftill, you fee, impatient to obtain 
Knowledge immenfe, (fo Nature's laws ordain) 40 
Ev*n now, tho' fctter'd in cerporeal clay. 
Climbs ftep by Aep the profped to furvey. 
And feeks, unwearied. Truth's eternal ray. 



} 



No fleeting joys {he a(ks, which muft depend 
On the frail fenfes, and with them muft end -, 45 

But fuch as fuit her own immortal &me. 
Free from all change eternally the fame* 

B 4 Take 
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Quare fiime animum i ileqiie eftim laplentla dia 
Fruftra operam impendit ; neque mens ar&bitur iftif 
Limitibus quibus hoc periturum corpus ; at exfois 
Terrenae labis vige^ setemumque vigebic 
Atque ubi corporeis emiii% ut carcerC) vinclis,. 40 
Libera cognatum repetct, vetns incola, cceluniy 
Ne£breos latiqjes veri de fonte perenni 
Hauriet, stheriumque pereniii^ carpet amomum.. 

At vero dUni vita manet (R vita vocanda eft 
Corporis h^c caeco conclufa putamine) torpet 45, 

Vivida vis animi, riec ovantes explicat alas. 
Multa tamen veteris retinct veiftigia fttrpis. 
Unde etenim tot res feminifcitur? Unde tot apto. 
Ordine difponit, mox et depromit in ufus ? 
Quippe baud tarn locuples haec, tamque immenfa fupellex 
Corporis in cellis potcrit ftipata teneri ; 5^ 

Aut vi corporea revocari in luminis oraift. 

Ilia etiam inyentrix, varias quse protulit; artes, 
Suppeditans vitae decus et tutamen egense 3 

Nomina 
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Take tourage then, there J078 we (hall attain | 
Almighty wifdom never a£b in vain ; 
Nor fliall the foul on which it has beftow'd 50 

Such pow'rs e'er peri(h like an earthly clod ; 
But purg'd at length from foul corruption's ftain, 
Freed from her priibn and unbound her chain. 
She (hall her native ftrength, and native (kies regain : 
To heav'n an old inhabitant return, 55 

And drawne£breous ftrqams from truth's perpetual ttrn« 



} 



Whilft life remains, (if life it can be calFd 
T* exift in flelhly bondage thus enthralfd) 
Tir'd with the dull purfuit of worldly things. 
The foul fcarce wakes, or opes her gladiome wings, 60 
Yet fiill the godlike exile in diigrace 
Retains fome marks of her celeftial race $ 
Elfe whence from memory's ftore can (he produce 
Such various thoughts, or range them fo for ufe ? 
Can matter thefe contain, difpofe, apply ? 
Can in her cells fuch mighty treafures lie ? 
Or can her native force produce them to the eye ? 



:i 



Whence is this powV, this foundrcfs of all arts, 
Serving, adorning life, thro* all its parts, 

Which 
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Nomina que impofuit fcbus, Tocemque Iigavit 55 
Literulis ; aut quae degentes more ferarum, 
Di^rfofque homines deduxit in oppida ; qiueve 
Legibus edomuit> fbtdufque coegit in unum ; 
Quaenam iftbaec nifi ris divinior, cdieriufque 
Senfus, et aflhtu codefti conciu virtus ? 60 

Jam quorum undanti eloquium fluit amne, rapitque 

Qjio velit afledus, tonitnique et fulgura mifiret ; 

Divitias trabic unde fuas ? Vigor igneus ille 

Num mortale fonat i Quid cenfes carmina vatum ? 

Sjve etenim ^exu numerorum vique canora^ 65 

Obledlet varia dulcedine lapfus ad aures ; 

Sen, fpeciofa canens rerum miracula, fiSds 

Ludat imaginibus> peragretque per intima cordis ; 

Nil parvum fpirat, nil non fublime Poeta. 

Cumque fuper terris quae fiunt, quaeque tuemur 70 

Omnia, curriculo volventia femper eodem, 

Non explent animum, varia et magis ampla petentem ; 

"* San£lus adeft vates, per quern fublimior ordo, 

Pulcrior 

* Si qnis rem acqtius introfpiciat, iirmum ex Poesi fu- 
mitur argamentunif magnitudinem rerum magis illufbera, 
ordinem magis perfedum, et varietatem magis pulchram 
animae hamanae complacere^ quam in natura ipfa, poft 

lapfum 
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Which names imposed, by letters mark*d thofc names, 
Adjufted properly by legal claims, y I 

From woods and wilds collected rude mankind. 
And cities, laws, and governments deflgn*d ? 
What can this be, but fome bright ray from heav'ii| 
Some emanation from Omnifcience giv'n ? 75 

When now the rapid ftream of eloquence 
Bears all before it, paffion, reafon, fenfe. 
Can its dread thunder, or its lightning's force 
Derive their effence from a mortal fource ? 
What think you of the bard's enchanting art, 80 

Which, whether he attempts to warm the heart 
With febled fcenes, or charm the car with rhyme. 
Breathes all pathetic, lovely, and fublime ? 
Whilft things on earth roll round from age to age. 
The fame dull farce repeated on the ftage 5 85 

The poet gives us a creation new. 
More pleafing and more perfeft than the true 5 



lapfum reperire ullo modo poffit. Quapropter, cum res 
gedsj ec eventus^ qu^ verse hiHonae fubjiciuntur« non fint 
ejus amplitudinis^ in qua anima humana fibi fatisfaciat> 
Praefto eft Poesis quas fafta magis Heroica confingat,— . 
Sa^on de Augments Scieotiarum, Lib. II. £« 

The 
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Pukrior et (pecies^ et mentis idonea votic 

Exoritur, vitae fpes auguriumque futurs. 75 

Quid, qui ccdeftes norunt defcribere motus ; 
Sideras qua circa folem, qua lege cometae ^ 
Itnmenfutn per inane rotentur^ ut aethere vafto 
Aftra alia illuftrent alios immota planetas ; 
Nonnebanccredideris mentem, quas nunc quoq; ccelum 
Aftraque pervolitat, delapfam ccelitus, illuc 81 

Unde abiit remearei fuafque revlfere fedes i 

Qui tandem haec fierent nifi quxdam in mente fubeflet 
Vis fua> materiae mixtura immunis ab omni i 
Confcia porro fibi eft, vult, nonvult, odit, amatque^ 85 
£t timet, et fperat ; gaudet, moeretque fua vi 
Ipfa; minifterio neque corporis indiget ullo: 
Viribus ipfa fuis inter fe comparat, et res 
Sejungit rebus ; vaga diflbciataque veri 
Membra minutatim legit, ac concimiat amice. 90 



Elicit 
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The mind, ^lio always to perfefiion haftes, 
FerfedHon, fuch as here flie never taftes. 
With gratitude accepts the kind deceit, 99 

And thence forefees a fyftem more comi^eat. 
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Of thofe what think you, wlio ihft'CircKiig race 
Of funs, and their revolving planets trace. 
And comets journeying thro' unbounded fpace i 
Say, can you doubt, but that th' all-fearching foul, 95 
That now can traverfe heav'n from pole to pole. 
From thence defcending vvifits but this earth. 
And fhall once mere regain the regions of her birth f 

Cou-d &e thus a£l, unlefs fome power unknown, 
From matter <iuite diftin£t and all iier own, 109 

Snpported and impelled her I She approves 
£elf-confcious, and condemns ; fhe hates and loves^ 
Mourns, «and fejoices» hopes, and is afraid^ 
Without the body's unrequefted aid : 
Her own internal ftrength her reafon guides, tOi 

By this (he now compares things, now divides. 
Truth's fcatter'd fragments piece by piece coUei^s, 
Rejoins, and thence her edifice eredb ; 

Piles 
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Elicit hinc rerum caufas, atque artibus arteft 
Hioc alias aliis fuper extruit ordine pulcro; 
£t magis atque magis fumma ad faAigia tendit 
Unde omnis feries caufarum apparet, et omnis 
Numinis ii folio ad terrain demifla catena. 95 

Denique et in feff defcendit, et afpicit intus 
Rerum ideas, quo quxque modo nafcantur; et unde 
Cogitet, ac prope jam fua quae fit fabrica novit. 
Tantane corporea eft virtus ? An machina vires 
Percipit ulla fuas, aut quid fibi praebeat efcam i lOO 
Omne etenim corpus nihil eft nifi machina, motu 
Impulfa externo, non interiore fuoque* 

Vulgii gitur ftudiis noli altae mentis acumen 
Metiri ; aft illos, etiam nunc laude recentes, 
Contemplare viros tellus quos Attica, vel quos 1O5 
Roma, nee alterutri cedens tulit Anglia, nutrix 
Heroum, dum tempus erat, melioribus annis« 



Quid 
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Piles arts on arts, cffcds to caufcs ties. 

And rears th' afpiring fabric to the fkics : no 

From whence, as on a dtftant plain below. 

She fees from caufes confcqaences flow. 

And the whole chain diftindly comprehends, 

Which from the Almighty's throne to earth dcfcends: 

And laftly, turning inwardly her eyes,' 115 

Perceives how all her own ideas rife. 

Contemplates what fiie is, and whence (he came. 

And almoft comprehends her own amazing frame* 

Can mere machines be with fuch pow'rs endu'd. 

Or confcious of thofe powVs fuppofe they cou'd ? 120 

For body is but a machine alone 

Mov'd by external force, and impulfe not its own. 

Rate not thrextenflon of the human mind 
By the plebeian ftandard of mankind, 
But by the fize of thofe gigantic few, 125 

Whom Greece and Rome ft ill ofFer to our view; 
Or Britain, well-deferving equal praife, 
Parent of heroes too in better days. 

Why 
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Qyid dbi tot memorem divino pedore vates, 
Totve repertoref legum, hnAvt potentes? 
Quid, per quos venit fpeSanda fcientia; tladuin liC^ 
Infornfii corpcrta (ku, lucemque perofa? 
Ante alios vero Bacomis, tit lethcrius foly 
EflFulgcns, artes adicum patefecit ad otnnes* 
Hie a figmentis fophiam revocavit ineptis 
Primus ; quaque regit fida experientia grefliis, 11$ 
Securum per iter, Newtono fcilicet idem 
Pefignatque viam^ et prascurfor lampada tradit. 

Illuftres animse 1 Si quid mortalla tangunt 
Ccelicolas, fi gentis adhuc cura ulla Britannae; 
Vos precor, antiquum vos inftaurate vigorem ; IM 
Ut tandem excuflb nitamur ad ardua fomno, 
Virtutis verae memores^ et laudis avitie. 

'Nempe horum egregias reor faaod fine namijie dotes 



Enafci 



} 
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Whj (hou'd I try her numerous Tons to name 
By verfe, law, eloquence, confign'd to fame ? 139 

Or who have forc*d fair Science into fight 
Long loft in darknefs, and afraid of light. 
O'er all fuperior, like the foTar ray, 
Firft Bacon ufher'd in the dawning day. 
And drove the mifts of fophiftry away; 135 

Pervaded nature with amazing force, 
Following experience flill throughout his courfe. 
And finifhing at length his deftin'd way. 
To Newton he bequeath'd the radiant lamp of day. . 

Illuftrious fouls ! if any tender cares 140 

Afled angelic breafts for man's affairs, 
If in your prefent happy heav'nly ftate. 
You're not regardlefs quite of Britain's fate. 
Let this degenerate land again be bleft 
With that true vigour which (he once pofleft ; 145 

Compel us to unfold our flumb'ring eyes, 
And to our ancient dignity to rife. 

Such wond'rous powVs as thefe muft fure be giv'n 
For moft important purpofes by Heav'n 5 
Vol. IL C Who 
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Enafci potttiilc ( Deum quin tempore in omiu 
Coolperfifle, vdut ftellas, hinc inde locorum^ 125 

Splendtdiora aniini quafi quaedam liunina ; ut iftU 
Accenla cxemplis fe degener efierat aelas^ 
AgnoTcatque fui quam fit fublimis origo. 

Prarterea efle aliquid vere quod pertinet ad nos, 
Morte obita, nemo fecum nan concipiti intus, 130 
- Monftratum eft intus ; teftatur doSU vetuftas ; 
Publica vox clamat ; neque gen$ tain barbara quae noa 
Profpiciat trans funus, et ulteriora requirat. 

Hinc feritur, tarde crefeens, et pofthuma merces, 
Quercus, natprum natis quae profit: et ingens 135 
Pjrramidum moles ftat inexpugnabilis annis. 

Hinc cura ilia omnia vivendi extendere metas. 
Nomine viduro; tanti eft hinc hmz fuperftcs, 
Ingenio ut quifquis praecellit, nulla recufet 
Ille fubire pericla, nee ullos ferre labores, 140 

Si modo venturi fpeciem fibi vendicet aevi, 
Gloriaque ad feros veniat manfura nepotes. 

Nonne 
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Who bids there ftars as bright examples (hine, 159 
fiefprinkled thinly by the hand divine, 
To form to virtue each degenerate time, 
And point out to the foul its origin fublime. 

That there's a felf which after death (hall live. 
All are concerned about, and all believe ; 155 

That fomething's ours, when we from life depart, 
This all conceive, all feel it at the heart ; 
The wife of learn'd antiquity proclaim 
This truth, the public voice declares the fame ; 
No land fo rude but looks beyond the tomb i6q 

For future profpefls in a world to come. 

Hence, without hopes to be in life repaid, 
We plant flow oaks pofterity to fhade ; 
And hence vaft pyramids, afpiring high, 
Lift their proud heads aloft, and time defy. 165 

Hence is our love of fame, a love fo ftrong, 
We think no dangers great, or labours long. 
By which we hope our beings to extend, 
And to remoteil times in glory to defcend. 

C a F«r 
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Nonne videmut uti convi^s criminis, ipfo 
Limine Tub mortis, culpam tamen abneget omnem; 
MendaX) ut fibi conftet honos atque Integra fiima ? 145 
Nempe animis haec infevit natura fiituri 
Indicia obfcurafque notas; hinc folicita eft mens, 
De fe pofteritas quid fentiat; at nihil ad nos 
Poftera vox, erimus fi nil nifi pulvis et umbra; 
Sera venit^ cineres nee tangit fama quietos. 15^ 

Quid porro exequis voluere ? Quid anxia cura 
Defunftis fuper, et moles operofa fepulcri I 
Pars etenim terrx mandant exfangue cadaver, 
Et tumulo ferta imponunt, et fiicra quotannis 
Periblvunt; tanquam pofcant ea munera manes : 155 
ExtruAa pars rite pyra, cremat infuper artusy 
CcAligit et cineres, fidaque reponit m una ; 
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For fame the wretch beneath the gallows lies, 179 
Difowning ev'ry crime for which he dies ; 
Of life profufe, tenacious of a name, 
Fearlefs of death, and yet afraid of (hame. 
Nature has wove into the human mind 
This anxious care for names we leave behind, 175 
T' extend our narrow views beyond the tomb. 
And give an earneft of a life to come : 
For if when dead we are but duft or clay. 
Why think of, what pofterity fliall fay ? 
Her praife or cenfure cannot us concern, 180 

Nor ever penetrate the filent urn. 

What mean the nodding plumes, the fun'ral train, 
And marble monument that fpeaks in vain. 
With all thofe cares which ev'ry nation pays 
To their unfeeling dead in different ways ? 185 

Some in the flower-ftrewn grave the corpfe have laid, 
And annual obfequies around it paid, 
As if to pleafe the poor departed (hade ; 
Others on blas&ing piles the body burn. 
And ftore their aihes in the faithful urn & 190 

C 3 But 



} 



1 



C " ] 

Ut fie rttiifpM durando fiecula viilcnft* 

Quid memorem i\xSta quos divite Nihis mundiUia 
Irrigat ? His pltfius ihds non exiilrere flaniiila, i6o 
Non inhumare folo ; fed riudaAf corpora priniioi 
Vifceributs, terguntque ) dehinc vim thuris odcnram 
£t picis infuAduAt, I^ntoque bitumine compfeiit : 
His demum exaiSHs, rtttarum tegmine multo 
Conftringunt, pars ut fibi quaeque co&aereat aptei 165 
Pi£la fuperficiem d^corat viventis imago. 
Ufque adeo ingcnita eft ipes, et fiducia cuique 
Confighata, fore ut membris jam morte folutis 
Reftet adhuc noftri melior pars ; quam neque fati 
Vis pcrimet, nee cdax potcrit delcfe vctuffas. 17^ 

Afpice quas Ganges interluit Indicus eras : 
lUlc gens hominum medios fe mitttt in ignes^ 
Im|)atiens vitas j vel ad ipfa altaria divum 
Sponte animam reddit, percufTa cupidine 6aeca 
Migrandi) fede^ ubi fata dedere quietas ; ij^ 

Ver ubi perpctuum, ct foles fine hube fereni. 

Ncc 



But all in Mfe gif«it principle agree^ 
To give a hncfd immortality. 

Why {houM I mention thofe, whofe ouiy foil 
Is rendered fertile by th' overflowing Nile, 
Their dead they bury not, nor burn with fiie^ 195 
No graves they dig, ere£l no fun'ral pyres ; 
But wafliing firft th' embowel'd body clean, 
Gums, fpice, and melted pitch they pour within ; 
i\icn with ftrong fillets bind it round and roun<!^ 
, To make each flaccid part compaA and found ; 200 
And laftl^ paint the varnifh'd fiirface o'er 
With the &me features which in life it wore : 
So ftrong their prefage of a future ftate. 
And that our nobler part furvives the body's fate. 

Nations behold, remote from reafon's beams, 205 
Where Indian Ganges roHs his fandy flreams, 
Of life impatient fafli into the fire. 
And willing vidims to their gods expire ! 
Perfuaded the loos'd foul to regions flies, 
Blefl with eternal fpring and cloudlefs ikies. 210 

C 4 Nor 
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Kec minus uxores fama celebrantur Eom : 
Kon illae lacrymis, non focmineo ululatu 
Fata virtLm plorant j verum (mirabile didu!) 
Confcenduntque rogum, flammaque vorantur eadein. 
Nimirum credunt veterum fic-pofle maritutn x8i 

Ire ipfas comites, taedamque novare fub umbris* 

Afpice qua Boreas xterhaque frigora fpirant, 
IfiYidas befio gentes : par omnibus ardor ; 
Par liicis contemptus agit per tela, per ignes, 1S5 

Indomita virtute feros : hoc concitat ceftrum^ 
^ Hos ver(at ftimulos, ecquid nifi dulcis imago 
Promiflae in patriam meritis per faecula vitae ? 

Adde ifthuc quae de campis narrantur amoenis 
Eljrfii, Stygioque lacu, Phlegethontis et unda. 190 

Fraude facerdotum fint hac confifia; quid ad rem? 
Non fraudi locus ullus enim nifi primitus eflet 



Infita 
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Nor is lefs fainM the oriental wift 
For ftediaft virtue, and contempt of life : 
Thefe heroines mourn not with loud female cries 
Their hufbands loft, or with overflowing eyes ; 
But, ftrange to tell ! their funeral piles afcend, 2IS 
And in the fame fad flames their forrows end ; 
In hopes with them beneath the fhades to rove. 
And there renew their interrupted love. 

In climes where Boreas breathes eternal cold. 
See numerous nations, warlike, fierce, and bold, 220 
To battle all unanimoufly run. 
Nor fire, nor fword, nor inftant death they fliun : 
Whence this difdain of life in ev'ry breaft. 
But from a notion on their minds impreft. 
That all who for their country die are bleft ? , 225 
Add too to thefe the once^prevailing dreams. 
Of fweet Elyfian groves, and Stygian ftreams : 
All (hew with what content mankind agree 
In the firm hope of immortality. 

Grant thefe th* inventions of the crafty prieft, 23O 
Yet fuch inventions never cou'd fubfift, 

Unle& 



1 
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Infita notities, licfet hnpcrfcaa, fiituri : 

Subftratutn agnofcont ctcnim fi£hi omnia vcrum. ' 

At quia difficile eft mentem fine corpore quid fit 195 
Per fe concipere, et craflb fcjungcre fenfu, 
Corporeas illi tribuit plebecula formas ; 
Dat finiiles vultus, dat membra fimillima vcris, 
Et certis habitare locis dat corporis inftar, 
Unde alii, quibus haec prava et delira videntur, 20t 
Nee conftat quo more animus poft fata fuperfit, 
Extingui omnino communi funere cenfent. 
Vcl quia difcendi nequeunt perferre laborcm ; 
Vel quia turpe putant quidvis nefcire fateri, 
Kamque opus baud tenuc eft fincerum excerncre fiflo. 
t)ifcute fegnitiem idcirco, neque refpue verum, 2o6 
Fabellas propter quas interfperfit iniquus 
Sive dolus, feu vana fuat petulantia vatum. 

Quid, nonne efle Deum confenfus comprobat omnis, 
Confenfus, qui vox Naturae rite putatur? 2i0 

At quam falfa homines, indignaqoc numinc fing'unt ! 



Quippc 
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UnleCs fotne glimm'rings of a future ftatt 

Were with the mind coaeval, and innate : 

For ev'ry fi6lion, which can long perfuade. 

In truth muft have its iirft foundations laid. ajj 

Becaufe we are unable to conceive. 
How unembody'd fouls can a£l, and livey 
The vulgar give them forms, and limbs, and faces. 
And habitations in peculiar places j 
Hence reas'ners more refin'd, but not more wife, ^40 
Struck with the glare of fuch abfurdities, 
Their whole exigence fabulous fufpe^ 
And truth and wifehood in a lump reje£ts 
Too indolent to learn what may be known. 
Or elfe too proud that ignorance to own. 245 

For hard's the tafk the daubing to pervade 
Folly and fraud on Truth's fair form have laid ; 
Yet let that tafk be ours ; for great the prize : 
Nor let us Truth's celeftial charms defpife, 
Becaufe that priefts or poets may difguife. 250 



1 



That there's a God from Nature's voice is clear. 
And yet what errors to this truth adhere ! 

How 



1 
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Quippe bumana deo tribuunt, numenimque deorum 
Multiplicant, juxta ac fpes erigit aut metus angit 
Inftabiles animos ; quid enim ? quae pcofore credunt 
Hsc divos fibi praefentes, at numina laeva 215 

Quae metuere putant ; valuitque infania tantunriy 
Befliolas ut deformes pro numine, et ipfum 
Caepe etiam et porrum, coleret lymphata vetufias. 

Haec igitur reputans fophiae dux Atticus ille 
Affore praedixit perfe<3o temporis orbe, 220 

* Attulit et nobis aliquando optantihus atas 
Auxilium adventumque Dei; qui, folis ut ortus, 
DUcuteret tenebras animi, et per caeca viarum 
Duceret, ipfe regens certo veftigia filo. 

Interea multis licuit dignofcere fignis 225 

Natura monftrante, velut per nubila, verum. 
Ergo age qua ducit nos conje£tura fequamur, 
Nee fpernamus opem fi quam Ratio ip(a miniftrat 



Virg. JEn. viii. 200. 
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How have the fears and follies of mankind 
Now multiply'd their gods, and now fubjoin'd 
To each the frailties of the human mind ! aSS 

Nay, fuperftition fpread at length fo wide, 
Beafts, birds, and onions too were deify'd. 



} 



Th' Athenian (age, revolving in his mind j 
This weaknefs, blindnefs, madnefs of mankind, 
Foretold, that in maturer days, tho' late, 260 

When time fhould ripen the decrees of fate, 
Some God would light us, like the riftng day, 
Thro' error's maze, and chafe thefe clouds away, 
Long iince has time fulfill'd this great decree. 
And brought us aid from this Divinity. 265 

Well worth our fearch difcoveries may be made 
By Nature, void of this celeftial aid : 
Let's try what her conje£tures then can reach. 
Nor fcorn plain Reafoh, when (he deigns to teach. 



That 



t 3«> ] 

Haud equidem inficior mentem cum corpore multig 
C^nfentire modis ; lex mutua fccderis ilia eft : 239 
Aft eadem in multis difpar (e difparis efle 
Naturae probat ac divina ftirpe profedam. 

Saepc videmus uti folido ftant robore vires 
Corporeae, cum mens obtufior ; invalidoquc 
Corpore ineft virtus perfaepe acerrima mentis. 235 
Quinetiam interitu fi corporis intereat mens, 
Confimili pa£to par eft aegrotet ut aegro 
Corpore, quod fieri contra quoque faepe videmus. 
Namque ubi torpefcunt artus jam morte propinqua 
Acrior eft acies turn mentis, et entheus ardor ; 249 
Tempore non alio facundia fuavior, atque 
Fatidicae jam tum voces morientis ab ore. 

Corporeis porro fi conftat mens dementis, 
Qu! fit ut in fomnis, cum daufa foramina fenffls. 
Nee fpecies externa manet quae pabula menti 245 

Sufficiat, magis ilia vigens, tum denique veras 
Expromat vires, tum fe plaudentibus alts 

4 Tollat, 
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That mind and body often fymimthize 27a 

b plain ; fuch is this union nature ties : 
But then as often too they difagree, 
Which proves the foul's fuperior progeny. 
Sometimes the body in full ftrength we &ni^ 
Whilft various ails debilitate the mind ; 275 

At others, whilft the mind its force retains. 
The body finks with ficknefs and with pains : 
Now did one common fate their beings end. 
Alike they'd ficken, and alike they'd mend* 
But fure experience, on the flighted view, 28^ 

Shews us, that the reverfe of this is true ; 
For when the body oft expiring lies. 
Its limbs quite fenfelefs, and half dos'd its eyes. 
The mind new force and eloquence acquires. 
And with prophetic voice the dying lips infpires* 285 

Of like materials were they both compos'd, 
How comes it, that the mind, when fleep has clos'd 
Each avenue of fenfe, expatiates wide. 
Her liberty reftor'd, her bonds unty'd ? 

And 
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ToUaty avi fimilis, cavea quae forte reclufa 
Fertur ad alta Tolans, cceloque exultat aperto. 

Jam fi corporea eft animi natura, necefle eft .250 
Partibus haec eaidem conflata fit infinitis ; 
Ergo et fenfus erit cuique, et fua cuique libido 
ParticulaBi totidemque animi in diverfa trahentcs. 
Has inter turbas atque in certamine tanto 
DiCy quo more queat verum confiftere et xquum } 2SS 
Et vitae tenor unus, et hsec (ibi confcia virtus, 

Materiae fed forte fitu cert^que figura 
Vis animi confit;-— — tanquah^ quadrata rotundis 
Plus faperent ;—— partes feu dehjiis an addis, codem 
Res redit, ac quali fuerint corpufcuK forma, — — 260 
Tantundem ad mentem eft, color ac fiebalbus an ater. 

At quodam ex motu fit vis quae cogitat omnis ; 
Quid non conficiat motus ? Nempe ipfa voluntas, 
Difcurfus, ratio, rerumquc fcientia conftant 



Veflibus 
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^nd fike ibme bird wlio from its prifon flie$» 29O 

Claps her cxukiDg wings, and mouqts the ikies. 

Grant that corporeal is the human min<L 
It muft iiave parts i» ir^ntfum join-M ^ 
And each of thefe muft will, perceive, deflgn. 
And draw confus'dly in a diiFerent line; ^9^ 

Which jthen c^n claim domiijiion o'er the reQ:^ 
£)r damp the ruling paffiou in the breaft ? 

Perhaps the mind is form'd by various af t$ 
Pf modelling and figuring thefe parts; 
Juft as if cUcles .wifer were than fqnares ; J09 

jBut furely common feqfe alQiid declares 
That fite and figure are as foreign quite 
*^rom n\ental ppw'xs, as.cplpurs ^black or white^ 

Allow that motion is the caufe of thought, 
Witb lybat ftrange pow'xs muft mptjion then be 
fraught? 30 c 

Reaibn, fenfe, fcience, ijauft derive tbeir iburce 
/From the wheels rapid whirl> or pully's forfc ; 

yQt.U. p Tops 
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Vedibus ae trochlels ; pueri, credo, zStns habena %6^ 
^oncipit ingenium, (apit et fub verbcre turbo : 
Nee non lege pari, liquor ut cale&dus aheno eft, 
Eloquii tumet atque exundat dtvite vena. 
Unde autem exoritur motus i Mens fcilicet una. 
Mens, non corpus iners fons eft et origo movendi : 270 
Utque Deus mundum, fie molem corporis oninem, 
Arbitrio nutuque luo^ mens dirigit intus. 

Deiine quapropter mirari quomodo poffit 
Vivere m^ns omni detra£to corpore, miror 
Hoc potius qua ▼! potent labefa^ perire : 27^ 

IJtpote quae nuUis conliftat partibus, ac non 
Divelli queat externo violabilis iftu : 
Turn porro ipfa fui motrixeft, non aliunde 
Inftin£hi ; at quodcunque fua virtute movet fe, 
Vivet in aeternum, quia fc non deferet unquam, 280 

Veriim baud conceptu fecile eft exiftere quldvis 
Poffe quidem, formam fi dempferis et pofitur^m* 
Quidnam igitur cenfes dc Numinc ? Nam neque for* 
niam' 
' Mens 



} 
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Tbpis whipM by fchool-boys fages mud: cottittienct^ 
Their hoops, like them, be cudgerd into fenfe^ 
And boiling pots overflow with eloquence. 310 

Whence can this very motion take its birth I 
Not fure from matter, from dull tlods of earth % 
But from a living fpirit lodg'd within. 
Which governs all the bodily machine t ' 
Juft as th' Almighty Univerfal Soul 315 

Informs, diredls, and animates the whole* 

Ceafe then to wonder how th' immortal mind 
Can live, when from the body quite disjoined ; 
But rather wonder if (he e*er couM die^ 
So fram'd, fo fafhion'd for eternity i 310 

Self^movM, not formM of parts tog^theJr ty'd^ 
Which time can diffipate, and force divide ; 
For beings of this make can never die, 
Whofe powers within thcmfelves, and their owti 
eflence lie t 



If to conceive how any thing can be 325^ 

From (hape extraded and locality 
Is hard i what think you of the Deity ; 

D 2 His 
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Mens (quft^ire licet) recipit diyina, nee uUo 
Circumfcripta loco eft, nifi forte putaveris ipfum 285 
Materiam efle Deum ; fin vero Spiritus Idem, 
Integer et, purufque, et fiece remotus ab omni 
Corporis, humana pariter de ment^ putandum : 
Ecquid enim per fe poUet magis, aut magis faauftus 
Indicat aetherios, g^nus et divinitus ortum? 299 

A^ue adeo dum corporei ftant fcedera nexus. 
Exit fepe foras tam^n, e|Fug|oque parat fe ; 
Ac veluti terrarum hofpes, non incola, furfum 
Fertur, et ad ps^trios geftit remeare penates, 

I nunc, ufuran) vitse mirare caducam ; 29J 

S^dulus hue illuc, ut mufca, nitentibus alts 
Parvolita, rorem deliba, v^fcere fit aura 
Paulifper, mox in nihilum rediturus et exfpes. 
Haeccine vital fumma eft? Sic irrita vota ? 
Hjuc promifia .ca4unt ? Ejti quanto verius ilia, 3€f 

Jlla eft vita hominis^ dab;tur cum ceriicire y^xnw^ 



Non, 
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tlis Being not the leaft relation bears^ 

As far as to the human mind appears. 

To ihape, or flze^ fimilitude, or place, 330 

Cloath'd in no form^ and bounded by no fpace. 

Such then is Cod*, a fpirit pure refin'd 

From all material drofs, and fuch the human mind. 

For in what part of effence can we fee 

More certain marks of immortality ? 335 

Ev'n from this dark confinement with delight 

She looks abroad, and prunes herfelf for flight; 

Like an unwilling inmate longs to roam 

From this dull earth, and feek her native home. 



} 



Go then forgetful of its toil and flrife, 340 

Purfue the joys of this fallacious life ; 
Like fome poor fly, who lives but for a day. 
Sip the frefh dews, and in the funfliine play, 
And into nothing then diflTolve away. 
Arc thefe our great purfuitS, is this to live ? 345 

Thefe all the hopes this miich-lov^d Woi'Id can give ! 
How much mdre worthy enVy is their fate. 
Who fearch for truth irf a fuperior ftite? 

D 3 Not 
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Koiiy ut nunc &cimus, fenfim^ longafque eoa^ 
Ire per ambages meditando, at protinds uno 
Intuitu, nebulaque pinni jam rebus aderopta; 

At ne fcire quidem poterit mens, forte reponas, 30| 
Senfibus extindis i hoc fonte iibieptia manat ; 
^oc alitur crefcitque ^ hoc deficiente, peribit. 

Quid vero infirmis cum fenfibqs arte miiiiftra, 
Suppeditet vires fua quas Natura negavit ? 
yVrte oculis oculos mens addidit| auribus aures, ^t(^ 

^inp fefe in vita fupra fortemque fltumque 
^vehit humanum ; nunc iccclo devocat aftra, 
Intima nunc terr^ referat penetralia vi£lrix i 
Quaeque oculos fugiunt, tenuiflima corpora promit 
In luccm, panditque novi miracula mundi. 3i| 

Qyid porro errores fensus cum corrigit, ct cum 
^"^ormamque et molem mens intervallaque rerum 
J(idice fe, cpntra fensus fufFragia cernit I 

^onn^ 
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Not groping ftcp by flep, as we piirfue, n 

And following reaibn's much entangled cluey 350 r 
But widi one great, and inftantaaeous view. 

•1 
But how can fenfe remain, perhaps jou'U fiy. 
Corporeal organs if we take away ! 
Since it fronft them proceeds, and with them muft 
decay. 

Why not ? or why may not the foul receive 355 
New organs, fince ev'n art can thefe retrieve ? 
The filver trumpet aids th' obftruded ear, 
And optic glafles the dim eye can clear ; 
Thefe in mankind new faculties create. 
And lift him far above his native ftate ; 360 

Call dowii revolving planets from the fky, 
Earth's fecr^ treafures open to his eye. 
The whole minute creation make his own. 
With all the wonders of a world unknown. 

How cou'ci the mind, did fhe alone, depend 365 

On fenfe, the errors of thofe fenfes mend ? 

D 4 Yet 
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Noone base fijtfniSam fisifii vim figna httaiat^ 
Sttaen et xtheriuin ? Quare hac compoge feluta, 390 
Credibile eft animumy qui Qoiie pradudia tentat^ 
Ezcurfulque breves, turn demum pofle volatu 
Liberiori frin, venimque ezciincre in omne^ 

Si qaseUtt qUi bti adhuc neqae ncrfcere fas efl^ 
Nee refert noftra ; fcifiie iftam matris in alvo 32 j 

Vitam qualis erat ? Num norit amoena colonim 
A partu CKCus i Venini inqais bic quoqiie fendt 
Efle alijs, fibi quod nato ad meliora negatiin 

Mens iddem nihil bic terrarum quicqidd ubique eft 
Par votis videt efle fiiis ; quin omnm fordent 33^^ 



Prae 
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Vet ofti vre fee, thofe fenfcs fhe corrc£bj^ 

And oft their information quite rejedls* 

Iti diftances of things, their Ibapes, and fize. 

Our reafon judges better than our eyes. 370 

Declares not this the foul's pre-eminence 

Superior to, and quite diftin£i from fenfe i 

For fure 'tis likely, that) finee now fo high^ 

ClogM and unfledg'd (he dares her wings to try, 

Loos'd and mature (he (hall her ftrength difplay, 37 j 

And foar at length to Trath's refulgent ray. 

Inquire you how thcfe pow'rs we ihall attain, 
^Tis not for us to know ; our fearch is vain : 
Can any now remember or relate 
How he exifted in the embryo ftate ? 380 

Or one from birth infenfible of day 
Conceive ideas of the folar ray ? 
That light's deny'd t6 him, which others (ccj 
H« knows, perhaps you'll fay^— and fo do wci 

The mind contemplative finds nothing here ^85 
On earth that's worthy Of a wi(h or fear : 

He, 
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Prae forma aetemi) lervat quam pedore^ Pulcr% 
Ingenii cui fit vigor, et fuMimia cordi. 
Hoc ergo exoptat felam fibi, tQtos in hoc eft : 
AKcnSy.abfentia tabefcit amore perenni ; 
Congrefliifque hominom vitans, ut venis amator, 335 
Et neipora, et fontes petit, et fecreta locorum ; 
Solus ubi fecum poffit meditarier, atque 
Nunc Sophia, ingentes nunc carmine iallere curas. 

Quocirca ille mihi felix vixifle videtnr. 
Qui poftquam afpexit mundi folenne theatrum 340 
JEquo animo, hunc folem, et terras, mare, nubila, et 

ignem ; 
Protinus unde abiit, fittur ut conviva, remigrat* . 
' Nempe haec, feu centum viyendo conteris annos, 
Seu paucos numeras, eadem redeuntia cernes; 
£t nihQ his melius, nihil bis fublimius unquam : 34$ 
Dmne adeo in terris agitur quod tempus, habeto 
Vt commune forum; peregre vel euntibus amplum 
Hofpitium, temere fluitans ubi vita moratur, 
Mille inter nugas ja£lata, negotia mille. 
Qui prior abfcedit, portum prior occupat ; Eja ! 350 
Totos pande finus, ne forte viatica defmt. 

3 Quid 
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He, wiiofe fiiblime purfuit is God and trulbt 

Burns, like fome abfent and impatient youth. 

To join the objed of his warm defires. 

Thence to fequefterM Ihades, and ftreams retires^ 390 

And there delig|)t$ bis paflion to rehearfe 

In Wifdpm's (acred voice, or in harmonious verie* 

To me moft happy therefore he appears. 
Who having once, unmovM by hopes or fears, 
SurveyM this fun, earth, ocean, clouds, and flame^ 395 
Well-fatisfy'd, returns from whence he came* 
Is life an hundred years, or e*er fo few, 
'Tis repetition all, and nothing new : 
A fair where thoufands meet, but none can ftay, 
An inn, where travellers bait, then poft away; 400 
A fea where man perpetually is toft, 
. Now plung*d in buftnefs, now in trifles loft : 
Who leave it firft, the peaceful port firft gain ; 
jHpld then ! no farther launch into the main : 
Contract your fails ; life nothing can beftow 405 

Py long continuance, but continuM woe : 

The 
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Quid ceflas i fubeunt tnorbique et acerba tuonihl 
Fuoera, ct infidiis circum undique fepta fene(9us. 

Quo feror i Hand eteium injuflli decedere^fts ell: 
niiuSy hac vitife qui nos Aatione locavit, 3^5 

Spcdiqtie metumqafe intttj ducis ut texilla fequamur 
Quicquid erit, Deus ipre jubtt ferre ^ ergo ferendum**^ 

Sin nfithi perfuaruth fiicumque in mente mancret 
Kil fupcrefle rogo, vellem migrarc repcntc 
Hinc ; et abire omnes ubi, ferius, ocius, a£lo 36a 

Dramate, in aeterna fopiti no6te qui'efcentr 
Immo Deus mihi fi dederit renovare juventam^ 
Utve tCerum in cunis poffim vagire^ recufem* 

lloif 
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• With what original fublimity of thought and language 
was this argument enfbrced by Mr. Mafon, in his Elfrida, 
before this Poem was publifhed I Atlielweld, on his marri- 
age with Elfrida being difcovered to King £dgar» in the 
agony of diftrefs intimates the dreadful purpofe of fmcWc, 
from which the Chorus diffuades him in the following iDoft 
beautiful lines : 

— ~— — Porbear, forbear ! 

Think what a fea of deep perdition whelms 

The wretch's trembling foul, who launches forth 

Unlicensed to Eternity. Thinks think» 

And 
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The wretched privilege daily to deplore 

Tbe fiin'rals of our friends, who go before ; 

Pifeafes, pains, anxieties, and cares, 

-And age furrounded with a thoufan^ foarejs. 419 

But whither hmrfi by a gen'rous fcora 
Of this vain world, ah whither am I borne ? 
Let's not unbid th' Almighty's ftandard quit. 
However fevere our poft, wp mi^ft fybmit^ 

CouM I a firm perfuafioa once attain 41 1 

That after death no Being wou'd remain ; 
To thofe dark fhades Td willingly defcend, 
Where all muft fleep, this drama at an end : 
Nor life accept altho' reoew'd by Fate 
^v'n from its earlieft, and its happiefl ftate* 429 

And let the thought retrain thy ioipioas hand. 
The race of Man is pne vaft marfhalPd army, 
Sammon'd to pafs the fgacious realms of time ; 
Their leader the Almighty. In that march* 
Ah ! who may quit his pod ? when high in air 
The chos'n Archangel rides, whofe right band wieldi 
Th' imperial dandard of Heav'n's Providence, 
-Which* deadly fweeping through the vaulted iky^ 
P'er(ha4pW3 all creation. £• 

Mi'^H? 



[46 1 

Kon fi contlngant vitam quaeciinqae betrint; 
Ingenii vis, doquium, phidentia, mores, 365 

Invidiii fine partus honos, longo ordine natt, 
Cbri pmnesy patria pariter Tirtute, fulque ; 
Non tanti mercede ifthac, dignarer eandem 
Ire viam toties, et eodem volvier orbe : 
Splendidioraquidem mens expetit; illius altis 370 
Par votis nil eft mutabile, nil periturum. 
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Might I from Fortune's bounteous hand receire 
Each boon, each bleffing in her pow'r to gtvep 
Genius, and Icience, morals, and good len£b, 
UnenvyM honors, wit, and eloquence^ 
A numerous offspring to the world well known 4a j 
Both for paternal virtues, and dieir own : 
Ev'n at this mighty price Td not be bound 
To tread the £ime dull circle round, and round s 
The foul requires enjoyments more fublime^ 
By fpace unbounded, undeftroyM by time. 439 
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LIBER SECUNDUS, 

T? R G O aliis Deus in rebus quaPcunque creavit 
^^^ Argumeuta gnimi dediit haud obfciira benigai \ 
Omnibus, cxcipias niodQ nos, licet efle beatis. 
Nos, opus in terris princeps, nos mentis imago 
Divinx, poenis nos exercemur inlquis* jf^ 

I^fQd ita >-— Iqnge abiint ifti d,e puipine queftps, 

Attamen humanam meeum circumfpLce vitam \ 
Agnofces, quanta urgeat undiqve tifrb^ malorum^. 
^on hunc, aut ilium, fert ut Fortuna ; ted omne 
P^nc catervatim genus, ac difcrimine nuUo» 19 

Millia quot belli rabies, quo^ faeva tyrannis 
Corpora dat morti, duris oaeratve catenis ; 
Jnque dies, varias cruciandi excogitat artes \ 
jQuid, quos dira fames, ad vi£tum ubi cun<3a fuperfunl^ 
Abfumit miferos, aut quos vis efFera morbi |^ 

Ipprripit^ aut lento paulatjm angorc perpdif 

Infontes ? 
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BOOK II. 

JJT^ O D then thro* all creation gives, we find, 

^^-^ Sufficient marks of an indulgent mind, 

Excepting in ourfelves ; ourfelves of all 

His works the chief on this terreftrial ball, 

His own bright image, who alone unblefl; $ 

Feel ills perpetual, happy all the reft. 

But hold, prefumptuous ! charge not Heav Vs decree 

With fuch injuftice, fuch partiality. 

Yet true it is, furvey we life around. 
Whole hofts of ills on ev*ry fide are found ; 19 

Who wound not here and there by chance a foe^ 
But at the fpecies iheditate the blow ; 
What millions perifh by each other's hands 
In War's fierce rage ? or by the dread commands 
Of tyrants languifli out their lives in chains, 15 

Or lofe them in variety of pains i 
What numbers pinch 'd by want and hunger die, 
In fpite of Nature^s liberality ? 

Vt)i,.IL , 1 (Thofc, 
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Infontes ? neque enim dignabor dicere, yulgo 
Quot Venus aut Vinum peflundedit ac'fua culpa. 

Quid profit Virtus ? faniSorum ubi prxmia morum i 
Virtuti tribuo quamtum licet ; ut male vitse, 20 

Quae prohibere nequit, doceat lenire ferendo ; 
Spe recreet meliore ; hominem fibi concilietque 9 
Irarutn et tutnidos et amorum temperet xftus : 
Verum adeo non tutela eft, certufque fatelles 
Contra omnes cafus, faepe ut (fi dicere fas eft) 25 

Saepe etiam et Virtus in aperta pericula mittat, 
.Expedit efle malis, dominum qui ferre fuperbum 
Coguntur ; probitatem omnes odere tyranni. 
Quam multi bene promeriti de civibus, horum 
Quos confervarunt caeco periere furore ! 3® 

Jam vero ingeriio fi quis valet, omnis in ilium 
Invida conjurat plebecula ; dente parati 



Roderc 
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(Thofe, ftill more numVous, I to name dirdain^ 
By lewdnefs and intemperance juftly flain ;) 20 

What numbers guiltlefs of their own difeafe 
Are fnatch'd by fudden death, or wafte by flow de- 
grees ? 

Where then is Virtue's well deferv'd reward J— 
Let's pay to Virtue ev*ry due regard, 
That (he enables man, let us confefs, 25 

To bear thofe evils, which fhc can't redrefs. 
Gives hope, and confcious peace, and can aiTuage 
Th' impetuous tempefts both of luft and ragej 
Yet Ihe's a guard fo far from being fure. 
That oft her friends peculiar ills endure : 3^ 

Where Vice prevails fevereft is. their fete. 
Tyrants purfue them with a three-fold hate ; 
How many ftruggling in their country's caufe, 
And from their country meriting applaufc. 
Have fall'n by wretches fond to be inflav'd, 35 

And perifli'd by the hands thcmfelves had fav'd ? 
Soon at fuperior worth appears in view. 
See knaves and fools united to puriiie ! 

E % Th« 
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Rodcrc vipereoi fiunaquc afpcrgcrc virus. 
Fac porro ut meritis obftantem diffipet umbram ; 
Muneraque emergens vix demum publica tradet : 35 
Sudandum ingrata eft hominum pro gente, ferendum 
Probrorum genus omne, adeunda pericula, vel quae 
Seditio attuleric vulgi, ambitiove potentunu 
Audiat h«c, fibi qui nomen, qui pofcit honores ; 
Demens 3 nee novic fe quanta incommoda cingant. 40 

Vivitur an melius privatim ? Non minus ifthic, 
Cernis ut ira, libido, icelus dominentur ubique ; 
Fraus et amicitiam fimulans; livorque malignus ; 
Jurgiaque infidiaeque, et iniquae ratia legis. 

Attamen eft, vitae lenimen, amabilis uxor ; 45 

Laetus agis fecura domefticus otia ; dulces 
Arrident circum, properant et ad oicula nati ; 
Mox obrepentis decus et tutela knt&x. 

Hie eft aut nufquam quod qua^rimus; efto, fed ifthaec 
NuUaene interea corrumpunt gaudia curae ? * 50 

* Quid 
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The man fo form'd, they all confpirc to blame. 

And Envy's pois'nous tooth attacks his fame ; 40 

Shou'd he at length, fo truly good and great, 

Prevail, and rule with honeft views the ftate. 

Then muft he toil for an ungrateful race. 

Submit to clamor, libels, and difgrace, 

Threatened, opposed, defeated in his ends, 45 

By foes (editious, and afpiring friends. 

Hear this, and tremble \ all who wou'd be great, 

Yetknownotwhat attends that dang'rous wretched ftate. 

Is private life from all thefe evils free ? 
Vice of all kinds, rage, envy there we fee, 50 

Deceit, that Friendfhip's mafk infidlous wears, 
Quarrels, and feuds, and laws entangling fnares. 

But there are pleafures flill in human life, 
Domeftic eafe, a tender loving wife, 
Children, whofe dawning fmiles your heart engage,, 55 
The grace and comfort of foft-ftealing age : 

If happincfs exifts, *tis furely here, 
But are thefe joys exempt from care and fear ? 

^ Need 
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Quid mala commemoremy (i quando^ ut iaepius, ambos 

Difcolor ingenium ftudia in contraria ducat i 

Adde quod in trutina mores expendere jufta 

Haud facile, ante ineunt quam fcsdus uterque jugale : 

Nee fi pceniteaty. fits eft abrumpere vinclum ; 55 

Sors at dura manet; conjeSa eft alea vitae. 

Prseterea natos ecquis prseftabit honefta 
Ingenio imbutos, pulcrique bonique tenaces ; 
Sin hac parte tuis refpondent omnia votis ; 
Heu ! minime cum reris, in ipfo flore ju ventae, ^60 

Mors inopina domus fpem protinus abripit omnem. 

At non haec Virtus mala parturit: immo fatemur, 
Munia fi peragat fua quifque fidelitur, effet 
Nil potius Virtute ; redirent aurca jam turn 
Saecula ; verum aevo non vivere contigit aurco. 65 

His animadverfis, quidam primordia mundi 
Bina, Decs fingunt binos ; quorum alter iniquo 
Prasditus ingenio, feel us omne immittit in orbem; 
Alter opem praefens aiFert, medicina malorum* 
Hinc varius vitx color, hinc pravique bonique 70 

Miftsi 
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Need I the miferies of that ftate declare) 

When diiF'rent paffions draw the wedded pair i 60 

Or lay how hard thofe paffions to difcern. 

Ere the dye's caft, and 'tis too late to learn ? 

Who can infurc^ that what is right, ar|d goody 
Thefe children (hall purfue ? or if they fhou'd, 
Death comes when leaft you fear fo black a day, 65 
And all your blooming hopes are fnatch'd away. 

We fay not, that thefe ills from Virtue flow; 
Did her wife precepts rule the world, we know 
The golden ages would again begin ; 
But 'tis our lot in this to fulFer, and to fin. 70 

Obferving this, fome fages have decreed 
That all things from two caufes muft proceed ; 
Two principles with equal pow'r endu'd, 
This wholly evil, that fuprcmely good. 
From this arife the miferies we endure, 75 

Whilft that adminifters a friendly cure ; 
Hence life is chequer'd ftill with blifs and woe. 
Hence tares with golden crops promifcuous grow, 

£ 4 And 
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MiAa feges, roleirque latens maliis anguis in hoptls* 
Siccine res ergo eft confeda i Sed ilia poteftas, 
Quxn^rim, par fit, quam Dis adfcribis, an impar: 
Si par ilia quidem, rue runt aut cun<9a repente 
In Chaos antiquum, nihil aut potuifTet oriri; 75 

Quippe honum res eft Temper contraria pravo : 
Sin impar, mora nulla foret quin cederet alter 
Alterius vi debellatus, et omnia deinceps 
Deleret vjSor prifcae veftigia litiSf 
Aufer abhinc igitur ftulta hxc commenta Magorum, 8«k 
'f.t quae cgenofus fert monftra biformia Nilus, 

Stoicus an melius ? Nempe hie non efle bonorum 
In pumero cenfet, pos quae miramur incptc : 
Pivitias, famam, quodcunque accefterit extra. 
Pro nihilo fapicns habet } aut |i^c ppffidet unus ; 85 
l^oflidet, igno^us licet ac pauperrimus $ Euge ! 
Quam pulcrum ^pere eft ! iimiii ratione flolorem 
Haud putat efle m^Ium, fibi confentaneus idem. 
Cqipburas igni ; tradas ferrove fecandum : 
Ip cruce fufiigas \ nunquam (extorqiiebis^ uf ifthaee 90 
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And poisonous ferpents make their dead repofe 
jBeneath the covert of the fragrant roTe. 8p 

Can fuch a fyftem fatisfy the mind ? 
Are bodi thefe Gods in equal pow*r conjoined, 
Or one fuperior ? Equal if you fay. 
Chaos returns, fmce neither will obey ; 
Is one fuperior ? good or ill muft reign^ 85 

Eternal joy, or everlafting pain. 
Which e'er is conquer'4 muft entirely yield, 
And the vidorious God enjoy the field : 
Hence with thefe fictions of the MagPs brain ! 
Hence ouzy Mle^ vnik all her monftrous train ! 90 

.Or comes the Stoic nearer to the right ? 
He holds, that whatfoever yields delight, 
Wealth, &me, externals all, are ufelefs things ; 
Hiqifclf half ftarving happier far than kings. 
'Tjis fine indeed to be fo wond'rous wife ! 95 

By the fame reafoning too he pain denies ; 
Roaft him, or flea him, break him on the wheel, 
Jtetrad he will not, tho' he can't but feel ; 

Pain's 
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£fle mala agnofcat: Quidnam ergo ? Incommoda dicit. 
Quid trbi viia valetudo ? Quid gratia formae^ 
Stoice? Quid validae vires ? Sunt haec bona, necne? 
Non optanda quidem funt, at fumenda ; Sophiftam 
Quia ferat bunc, verbis non re diverfa docentem i 95 

Quid multa ? Externis fine rebus pofle beate 
Vivere te fperes, fi nil nifi ipiritus efles : 
Interea quinam fis Stoice, nofle memento ; 
Natus homo es, qui mente itidemque ex corpore con« 
flat. 

Sin vero^acciderint quaecunque extrinfecus, ifthaec 100 
Dat Fortuna adimitque ; benigna, maligna viciffim 
Nunc mihi nunc alii ; neque funt quae noftra vocemus $ 
Quid fapiente illo fiet, qui non minus ac nos 
Momento dubiae fluitat mutabilis horae ? 
Vim porro banc animi, pendent unde omnia quae iTu 
Exoptanda putas, quam faepe retundere morbus, 106 
Saepe folet delere, ut vix veftigia reftent ! 



Ille 
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Pain's not an ill, he utters with a groan ; 
What then ? an inconvenience Vi8| he'll own : lOo 
What vigour, health, and beauty ? are thefe good i 
No : they may be accepted, not purfued : 
Abfurd to fquabble thus about a name. 
Quibbling with diflfrent words that mean the fame, 
Stoic, were you not fram*d of fle(h and blood, 105 
You might be bleft without external good ; 
But know, be felf-fufficient as you can, 
You are not fpirit quite, but frail, and mortal nun» 

But ilnce thefe fages, fo abfurdly wife^ 
Vainly pretend enjoyments to deipife, no 

Becaufe externals, and in Fortune's pow'r. 
Now mine, now thine, the bleffings of an hour ; 
Why value then, that ftrength of mind, they boaft, 
As often varying, and as quickly loft ? 4 

A head-ach hurts it, or a rainy day, 115 

And a flow fever wipes it quite away. 
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Ule etiam qui confiliis, ille alter et armis 
Rem qui reftituit^ cum fpes haud uUa, Britannam^ 
Teftantur quantum virtus, fapientia quantum no 

Poffit, et ingenii quam fit flos ipfe caducunu 

Turn porro ille recens, quem poftera vidimus aetas^ 
Scribendi omne tullt qui punAum, five facetas 
Mimi ageret partes, feu rhetoris atque poetac ; 
£heu ! Quantus erat ! Nee longum tempus, et idem 115 
Defun£bi (pirans jam mente, fiiique fiiperftes : 
Ufque adeo externis nihil inviolabile telis. 

Condonanda tamen fententia, Stoice, veftra eft : 
Nam fi poft obitum neque prxmia fint neque poenae, 
Heu I quo perventum eft ! Heu quid jam denique re- 
ftat! 120 

Scilicet humanas gerit aut res Numen inique, 
Aut nil curat, iners j aut, fi bene temperat orbem, 
Nemo bonus mifer eft, nemo improbus efle beatus 
Jn vita poffit, gens ut fibi Stoica fingit. 
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t «I ] 

See * one whofe councils, one f wfaofe conquVinj 
hand 
Once fav'd Britannia^s almoft finking land : 
Examples of the mind's extenfive powV, 
Examples too how quickly fades that flow'n latt 

Him let me add, whom late we faw excel 
t In each politer kind of writing well ; 
Whether he ftrove our follies to expofe 
In eafy verfe, or droll, and humVous proie ; 
Pew years alas ! compel his throne to quit 125 

This mighty monarch o'er the realms of wit, 
See felf-furviving he's an ideot grown ! 
A melancholy proof our parts are not our own. 

Thy tenets, Stoic, yet we may forgive, 
If in a future ftate we ceafe to live. 139 

For here the virtuous fufFer much, 'tis plain ; 
If pain is evil, this muft God arraigns 
And on this principle confefs we muft. 
Pain can no evil be, or God muft be unjuft. 



•Lord Somers. f Dakeof MarlborongL 

% Dean Swift. 
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O cxcas hommum mentes ! confinia vert 125 

Qui iimul attigerint, hserent ; iinemque fub ipfum, 
Attonitis fimiles, opera imperfe£b relinquunt* 
Juftitiamne Dei tc, Stoice, poffe fatcri, 
Cernere ncc quid rite velit ? Quin ftrenuus audes 
Pergcre ad aeternam, ducit qua femita, vitam ? 133 
" Quicquid id eft, celat nox, circumfufa tenebris.'* 
Noil ifthoc, tua te potius fiducia exeat ; 
Hinc nox, hinc illse tenebrae ; quia nempe triumphas, 
Nondum propofiti viftor ; quia ponere totum 
Nefcius, in fpatli medio confiftis ; ut omnes 135 

Sive magi Perfae, feu Graecula turba Sophorum. 
£n quantis unus portentis puUuIat error I 

Accipe rem quo nunc deducam. Quifque fatemur 
Efle Deum ; Jam li fapiens, juftufque fit Author, 
Hunc Mundi ornatum qui protulit atque gubernat, 140 
Quodcunque eft fit rite ; canit prout ille poeta j 
Nee patiturjus fafvc, bonis ut fit male Temper, 
Improbitas ^ut femper ovans incedat ; at ifthuc 
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Blind man ! whofe reafon fuch ftrait bounds con-' 
fine, 13s 

That crc it touches truth's extremcft line, 
It flops amaz'd, and quits the great defign. 
Own you not, Stoic, God is juft and true ? 
Dare to proceed ; fecure this path purfue : 
'Twill foon condu6i you far beyond the Comb, 140 
To future juftice, and a life to come* " 
This path, you fay, is hid in endlefs night, 
'Tis felf-conceit alone obftruSs your fight : 
You ftop, ere half your deftin'd courfe is run. 
And triumph when the conqueft is not won j 145 

By this the Sophifts were of old mifled : 
See what a monftrous race from one miftake is bred ! 

Hear then my argument :—confefs we muft, 
A God there is, fupremcly wife and juft : 
If fo, however things afFeft our fight, I5^ 

As fings our bard, whatever isj is right. 
But is it right, what here fo oft appears. 
That vice ihou'd triumph, virtue fink in tears i 

t The 
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Res rcdit, omnino fi mortc extihguimur omne^.' 
Quodcunquc eft fit rite, vclis fi ccrnerc fummam ; 14';^ 
Contra, fi noftri nihil ultra funcra vivit. 
Vir bonus et fapiens vitam conneSet utramque* 
At funt, hctrcntes Tcrbonrai ihcortic&nudo. 
Singula qui, non rerum ingens fyftema tuentur,* 
Atque hodierna oninein cogunt in tempora fcenatn* 15^0 
Advolat hue furum turba omnis, et omnis adulter ; 
Hanc fibi perfugio petit et ficarius arani; 

Scilicet ipfe rato ftatuit Deus ordine leges,: 
Quas temersire poteft nemo ; probus improbus an fit 
Quid reiert ? nihil hie refcindere homuncio poflit, 155 
Nil mutare ; Aium fervant res ufque tenorem. 

Die mihi quas leges narnls, qhive ifte fit otSof 
Altera namque homini eft, animalibus altera brutis ;' 
Altera lex rerum mafias rationis egenti. 

Eft fiia materiae gravitas ; hinc,' non propria vi i6# 
Attrahit) attrahitur $ varios hinc incita motus 
Conficit, hinc ftat compages et machina mundi. 
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The infeiience then, that clofes this debate. 

Is, that thae muft exift a future ftate. I55 

The wife extending their encjdiriefe wide 

See how both ftates are by connexion ty'd ; 

tools view but part, and not the whole furvey, 

So crowd exiftence all into a day. 

Hence are they led to hope, biit hdpe in vain, 160 

That juftice never will refume her reign ; 

On this vain hope adulterers, thieves rely. 

And tb this altar Vile affaffirt^ fly. 

" But f ule^ hot Gdd by general liws divine : 

** Man*i5 vice or virtue change not the defign :*' 165 

What laws are thefe ? inftruft us if you can : ' 

There's one defigri'd for brutes, and one for man : 

Another guides inadive matter's courfe, 

Attrafliiigi and attraSed by Its force : 

Hence mutual gravity fubfifts between 170 

Far diflaAt worlds, and ties the vaft machine. 
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Quid dicam quibus eft vitae fjpirabile donun, 
Alituum genus an pecudes ; an faeva ferarum 
Semina ; foecundo vel quae fovet ubere pontus ? 165 
Non horum quivis tcmcrc ct fine lege vagatur ; 
Quin, five affiatu divinae contigit aurae, 
Seu rationis habent quantum defiderat ufus. 
His aliqua prodire tenus datur ; En fibi folers 
Quifque parat viSutn ; fua tradat gnaviter arma ; I7# 
Atque edit foetus, atque efca nutrit arnica 
Quos peperit, prodeft teneris dum cura parentum. 
Hie labor, haec vitae eft omnis dulcedo ; nee ultra 
Aut cypit aut metuit, fatis hoc in munere felix. 

Latior aft homini campus patet; lUe, fagaci 175 
Ingenio, Artificis dignofcit figna fupremi, 
Immenfum per opus, tot miris fertile, mundum. 
Talibus indiciis, rerum dominumque patremqae 
Ille in vota vocat; pulcrique imbutus amore 
Exemplar fibi divinum proponit, ut inde 180 

Poflit et ipfe fuos imitando effingere mores. 
Pulcrius utque nihil, nihil ut divinius eft quiit 
Profpiciens aliis Bonitas, difPufaque late ; 

Ille 
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The laws of life, why need I call to mindi 
Obey'd by birds, and beafts of every kind ? 
By aU &e iandy defarts &vage brood, 
And all the numerous oflfspring of the flood ; 175 

Of thefe none uncontrouPd^ and lawlefs rove. 
But to (bme deftin'd end fpontaneous move : 
Led by that inftin^ heav'n itfelf infpires^ 
Or to much reafbn, as their ftate requires | 
Sec all with fkill acquire their daily food, i8e 

All u(e thoTe arms^ which nature has beftoVd ; 
Produce their tender progeny, and feed 
With care parental, whtlft that care they need ; 
In thefe lov'd offices compleatly bleft. 
No hopes beyond them, nor vain fears moleft. a8 j 

Man oVr a wider field extends his views ; 
God thro^ the wonders of his works purfues, 
Exploring thence his attributes, and laws. 
Adores, loves, imitates th' Eternal caufe 3 
For fure in nothing we ap{^roach fo nigh i^o 

The great example of divinity, 

Fa As 
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Ille aliena, flbi putat baud siliena; nee axem 

Vertitur ufque iuuiri circa, fibi providus uhi ; iS§ 

At patriam, at genus omne hominum, genius omne ani^ 

mantum, 
Ingenti, fe diffuiidens^ compleditur orbe. 

Hxc ftabilivit item Natura perennia vitae 
Jura, hominum per fefe ihopem cum finxit ; ut alter 
Alterius depofcat opem, ei fua quifque viciffim 19^ 
Confilia in medium promat, fermone miniftro. 
Confer cum reliquis etenim viventibus ; Ecquid 
Eft hominis forma magis ad tutamen inerme i 
Quanta fed huic virtus et inexpugnabile robur; 
Si communis amor, gravitas velut, alligat uii(o 19 j 
Foedere, confociatque inter fe dii&ta membra ? 

Lex igitur, lex haec animis infculpta, benigno 
Hxc nutu fancita Dei eft ; banc comprobat ipfai 
Utilitas i hue quemque trahit natira voluptas • 
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A$ in benevolence : the pactriot's foul 

Knows not felf-center'd for itfelf to roll, 

But warms, enlightens, animates the whole : 

Jts mighty orb embraces firft If is friends, 195 • 

His country next, then man ; nor here it efid^ 

But to the meaneft animal defcendf • 



1 



Wife Nat4ire has this focial law confirmed 
By forming man fo helplefs, and unarm'd ; 
His want of others' aid, and pow'r of fpeech 200 

T' implorft th^t aid this leflbn ^Igily tpacl^ : ' 

Mankind vrith other animals compare^ 
Single how weak, and impotent they are ! 
But view them in their complicated ftatc. 
Their powVs how wond'rous, and their ftrength bow 
great, 205 

"VVhen focial virtue individuals joins, 
And in one folid mafs, like gravity combines ! 

This then's the firft great law by Nature giv'n, 
Stamp'd on our fouls, and ratify'd by Heav*n ; 
All from utility this law approve, 210 

As ev'ry private blifs muft fpring from focjal love, 

F 3 Why 
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Quorfum al)eunt tamen iftt f Videfiie eftaena libld% 
Vel mala confuetudo, vel ip(a infcitia, quantas Ml 
Dent late ftrages, hominum pars quantula felix ! 
Contemplator enim, qui fol oriturve, caditve ; 
Aut loca qu9 Boreas, aut quae tenet ultimus Aufter ; 
Perpetuove jacet telius ubi torrida ab igni : 205 

Quanta ibi pauperies et inertia ! quanta ferinis 
OiFufa eft animis caligo, inianus et error ! 
Vix bominiS) prseter formam, veftigia cornas« 

Quid nos, uberiora Deus quibus ipfe falutls 
Lamina dat, ducitque manu, fanftiffima cuftos, 7.19 
Relligio ; ducit, non vi trahit imperioTa i 
Ecce renitentes jubar immortale diemque 
Odimus oblatam, commentaque vana tenemus ; 
Vana Sophiftarum gloffemata, luce relida. 
His pro quifquiliis heu ! digladiamur, ut aris^ 915 

Implacabiliter : quot caedes inde, cruorque 
Fraternus ! Pietas quot parturit impia fa£ta ! 

Ufque adeo morum vitiofa Ucentia mifcet 
Fas omne atque nefas, graflfata impune per orbcm/ 

% HI* 
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Why deviate tlfen fo many from dkis law t 
See paffions, cuftom, vice, and folly draw ! 
Survey the rolling globe from eaft to weft. 
How few, alas I how very few are Weft ? 21$ 

Beneath the frozen poles, and burning line, 
What poverty and indolence combine. 
To cloud with error's mifts the human mind ! 
No trace of man, but in the form we find. 

And are we free from error and diftrefs, 22» 

Whom Heav'n with clearer light has pleas'd to blefs ? 
Whom true religion leads ? (for (he but leads 
By foft perfuafion, not by force proceeds ;} 
Behold how we avoid this radiant fun. 
This proffered guide how obftinately ihun, 225 

And after Sophiftry's vain fyftems run 1 
For thefe as for eflentials we engage 
In wars, and maiTacres with holy rage ; 
Brothers by brothers' impious hands are flain, 
Miftaken zeal, how lavage is thy reign I 230 

Unpunifli'd vices here fo much abound. 
All right, and ^rong, all order they confound j 

F 4 Thefe 
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Ilia gigantea eft vis, quas refcindcre coelum 229 

Conatur, montefque impQnere montibus audet. 
Afpicit haec, Deus an nequicquam fulmina librat ? 
Pe£tora an human! nihil immorcalia tangit ? 
Afpicit ; improperata licet, fua quemque fequentur 
Praemia pro meritis; neque pcena incprta morandp 
eft 225 

Haud equidein humanis dubito quin nunc quoqt|Q 
rebus 
Ipfe interveniat Deus, ct ne funditus omnis 
Intereat fenfus divini Vindicis, €dat 
Per gentes exempla modis infignia miris. 
Parclus ifta tamcn ; non, ut temeraria fingit 23Q 

Ufquc Superftitio, torquet quae Numinis iram 
In quofcunquc velit, fuaqu.e eripit arma Tonanti. 

Nee fum animi ignarus quid mens (ibi confcia poflit ; 
Ut neque fit virtus jam nunc mercede fine uUa, 
Nee nullas dum vita manet des, imprcbe, poenas ; 235 
Quanquam homines fallas haud te tamenefFugis ipfe : 
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Thefe are t^e giants, who the gods defy, 

Ap4 mountains heap on mountains tn the flcy ; 

jSees this th' Almighty Judge, or feeing fpares, 335 

And deems the crimes of man beneath his cares i 

He fees ; jind will at laft rewards beftow. 

And puni(bments, not lefe affur'd for being flow. 

Nor doubt I, tho' this ftate confus'd appears, 
.That ev'n Jn this God fometin^es interferes 5 240 

Sometimes, left man fliou'd quite his pow'r difqwHi 
He makes that power to trembling nations known : 
But rarely thiss not for each vulgar end, . 
I^s Superftition's idle tales pretend, 
Who thinks all foes to God who are her own, 245 
Diredls his thunder, ^nd ufurps his throne. 

Nor know I not how much a confcious mind 
Avails ^o punifli, or reward mankind ; 
Ev'n in this life thou, impious wretch, muft feel 
The fury's fcpurges, and th' infernal wheel j 250 

prom man^s tribunal, tho* thou hop'ft to run, 
Thyfelf thpu can'ft not, nor thy confctence {hup : 

a What 
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Te Dirae ultrices agitant, te Cura remordet 

Saeva comes^ memorique habitat fub pe£lor« vindex» 

Quid tibi fiepe graves cum morbi, debita luxils 
Dona, pthifcs lentae, tormenta et acuta podagrae, 240 
Atque titmens hydrops, fpafmufque, urenfque marafmus 
Incubuere, cohors funefta ? hinc degitur aetii 
Poftia (i qua manet crudeli exefa dolore ; 
£t quorum in vita pofita eft fpes unica, taedet 
Vivendi, mortemque fimul cupiuntque timentque. 245 

Sin horum ad (eros aliquts perrenerit annos, 
Non habet unde ifthoc compenfet ; nam neque dulces 
Carpit amicitx frufius, neque laude bonorum 
Pafcitur, atque fua, quoties ahtea£hi revolvit ; 
At (bcii jam tum luxus fugere prioris, 250 

Yilis adulator vacuas quoque deferit aedes ; 
Atque ilium, fi quando oculos canverterit intus, 
Terret imago fui, fefe et dum refpicit borret. 
Ille etiam cum. Mors adftat^ telumque corufcat 
Jam Jamque intentans i£him, quas non adit artes 255 
Anxius, ut miferum medica vi proroget aevum 

Paulifper, 
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*What muft thoa fuffer when each dire difeafe. 
The progeny of vice, thy fabric feize ? 
Confumptioiit fever> and the racking pain 255 

Of fpafms, and gout, and ftone, a frightful train ! 
When life new tortures can alone fupply, 
Life thy fole hope thou'lt hate, yet dread to die. 

$hou'd fuch a wretch to numerous years arrive, 
Jt can be little wprth his while to live : 76m 

No honours, no regards his age attend. 
Companions fly j he ne'er could have a friend : 
His flatterers leave him, and with wild affright 
He looks within, and (hudders at the fight : 
When threatning Death uplifts his pointed dart 265 
With what impatience he applies to art. 
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Paulifpcr, mille ct per curas vita trahatur ? J 

Quod fi vita referta malis, noftrique fuperftes 

Poft mortem nihil eft, cur ultima tcrritat hora ? 

gic eft, hacrct adhuc quam fpcrnere velle videtur, 5160 

Nefcio qux fortis cura importuna futuras. 

At contra quibus innocua et fme crimine vita eft, 

Quique alios norunt fibi devincire merendo, 

Aut qui praeclarls ditarunt faecla repertis, 

IHis nedareo manans d^ fonte ferenat 265 

Confcia laus animum, tranquillaque temperat ora. 

Non metus abrumpit fomnos, non invida cura ^ 

Non Venus aut Bacchus vires minuere, neque illos 

Res aut adverfae frangunt inflantve fecundx : 

Cui fpes ulterior, cafus mifnitur ad omnes , ■ ■ 270 

Ergo feneflutcm labentes leniter anni 

Cum fenfim attulerint, mortem ifta mente propinquaoi 

Afpicit, ut longis qui tempeftatibus afius 

♦ 
Pprtum in confpedu tenet, efFugiumque m^orum. 
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Life to prolong amidft difeafe aiid pains ! 

Why this, if after it no fenfe remains ? 

Why (hou'd he chufe thefe mifcries to endure^ 

If Death cou'd grant an everlafting cure ? 2)^0 

*Tis plain there's fomething whifpers in his ear^ 

(Tho' fain he'd hide it] he has niuch to fear. 

See the reverie, how happy thofe we find, 
Who know by merit to engage mankind ? 
Prais'd by each tongue, by ev'ry heart belov'd, 275 

! For virtues praflis'd, and for arts improv'd : 

Their cafy afpe£ls fliine with fmiles ferene, 
And all is peace, and happinefs within ; 

I Their fleep is ne'er difturb'd by fears or ftrife, 

j Nor luft, nor wine, impair the fprings of life. ^ 280 

Him Fortuue cannot fink, nor much elate, 

I Whofe views extend beyotld this mortal (late ; 

i By age when fummon'd to refign his breath. 

Calm, and ferene, he fees approaching deatb^ 
As the fafe port, the peaceful filent {here, 285 

Where he may reft, life's tedious voyage o'er : 

He, 
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Scilicet hunc unum mortis vicinia terre^ 275 

Qui fibi praemetuit fi quid poft funera reftet ; 

Non hunc qui rede vitam fandeque peregit* 

Hie, fefe excutiens fibi plaudit, et aureus ut hi 

Ufque fub occafum diffufo lumine ridet : 

Hie, matura dies cum mortis venerit, aevum 280 

Sufpicit immortale, hie fpe meliore triumphant 

CGelicolum jam nunc praelibat gaudia Yotis. 

Talis erat grata Temper quern mente recordor 

nie, decus mitrse, libertatifque fatelles, 

Dum tanti tempus propugnatoris egebat 285 

Hougbius ; hie, numeros prope centenarius omnes 

Cum vitae explerat ; florenti plenus bonore^ 

Senfibus integris, fine morbo^ experfque doloris, 

Vivendique iatur, fie vita exibat, ut zStor 

£ fcena egregius toto plaudente theatro ; 290 

Aut qui poft ftadium fiimma cum laude peranum 

Vi£tor Olymptacae pofirit fibi pra^mia palmae. 

His patet indiciis animi vis confcia quantum 
Spe foveat, crucietve metu mortalia corda. 



Unde 
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He, and he only, is of death afraid, 

Whom his own confcicnce has a coward made ; 

Whilft he, who Virtue's radiant courfe has run, 

Defcends like a ferenely fetting fun, 290 

His thoughts triumphant Heav'n alone employs. 

And Hope anticipates his future joys* 

So good, fo Weft th' illuftrious Hough * we find, 

Whofe image dwells with pleafure on my mind ; 

The mitre's glory. Freedom's conftant friend, 29$ 

In times which afk'd a champion to defend ; 

Who after near an hundred virtuous years. 

His fenfes perfe£i, free from pains and fears. 

Replete with life, with honours, and with age, 

Like an applauded ador left the ftage : joo 

Or like fome vicSlor in th' Olympic games. 

Who, having run his courfe, the crown of glory ciaims* 

From this juft contraft plainly it appears, 
How confcience can infpire both hopes and fears i 
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Unctc fed iftc metus, quid fpes velit ilia rogarim,- 295 
Si nil fperandum efl:, obita nil morte timendum ? 
En ut Ventura confpirent omnia faecio \ 

Quocirca in terris tcne fed res feu male cedat;^ 
Vir fapicns hcc amat vitam nequc tetricus odit : 
Intus enim quo fe dure in difcrimine rerum 30® 

Confoletur, habet ) fin aura faventior afflet, 
Immemor baud vivit quam lubrica, quamque caduc^ 
fortunae bona fint ; bona fi quis cenfet habenda, 
Perdere qux metuit, quaeve afpernatur adeptusi 

Nee vcreare quidem ne forte ad munia vitae 305 
\Segnior hinc animus detredlet ferre labores, 
Atque pericla fubire, vocet fi publicus ufus : 
Liberum et ereftum potius, rebufque in agendis 
Fortem hominem invi£lumque facit, cafufque per omnes 
Roborat externarum haec defpicientia rerum. 31 if 
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Put whence proceed thefe hope% or whence this 
dread, ' 30^ 

If nothing really can afFefl the dead i 
{See all things join to promife, and prefage 
The furc arrival of a future age ! 
Whate'er their lot is here, the good and wife^ 
Nor doat on life, nor peeviflily defpife. 3 Id 

An honeft man, when Fortune's ftorms begin, 
Has Confolation always fure within, 
And, if (ht fends a more propitious gale, 
fief's pkas'd, but not forgetful it may hi\» 

Nor fear that he, who fits b lopfe to life, 31^ 

'jShou'd too mqc)^ fhui^ its labours, and its Arife i 
And fcorning wealth, contented to be njean^ 
Shrink from the duties of this buftling fcene j 
Or, when his jcoufitry's fafety claims his aid, 
^void the fight inglorious, and afraid : 320 

Who fcoms life mod muft furely be moft brave, 
And he, who pot^'r contemns, be leaft a jBave : 
Virtue will lead bjir^ to Ambitiop's ends. 
And prpmpjt him to defend his country and his friends. 

Vol. II. ' G But 
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Hunc tamen incufas, ut quern, fpes unica mercis 
Non vcrae virtutis amor, non fcnfus honefti^ 
Servat in officio; nempe huic eft fordida virtus 
Qui rt&c facit ut poft mortem praemia carpat. 
Ille bonus vere eft, quern, fpes fi nulla futuri, 315 

Ad pulcrum atque decens per fe fuper omnia ducit 
Morum dulce melos, & agendi femita fimplex. 
Efto ; nee ille malus qui non hic haeret, at illam 
Quo natura trahit metam fcit rite tueri -, 
Semper et innatis ultra mortalia votis 320 

Fertur ovans, pulcrumque petit fine fine fupremum. 

Ergo age die fodes qudb prasmia, quid fibi fperat 

Mercedis ? namque baud feftatur vilia rerum. 

Ilium, non ufura vbrax, non turba fequentum, 

Non mendax plaufus, fucataque gloria ; non quae 325 

Prava per Incautum fpargit mendacia vulgus 

Ambitio tenet, aut titulorum fplendor inanis : 

At quo verus honos, quo fert natura, decufque 

Humani generis jubet ire, viriliter ibit : 

Virtutefque alias aliis virtutibus addens, 330 

Donee in hac vitae fefe exercere palaeftra 

Cogitur, ingenium fata ad meliora parabit* 

9 ' Caetera 
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But ftill his merit you cannot regard, 325 

Who thus purfues a pofthumous reward ; 
His fQul, you cryi is uncorrupt and great, 
Who quite uninfluenc'd by a future flsite, 
Embraces Virtue from a nobler fenfc 
Of her abftrafted, native excellence, J30 

From the felf confciousjoyber eilence brings. 
The beauty, fitnefs, harmony of things. 
Jt mgy be fo : yet he deferves applgufe. 
Who follows where inftrudive Nature draws ; 
Aims at rewards by her indulgence giv'n, 375 - 

And foars trivmphanjt on her wings to heav'i^ 

Say what this venal virtuous m^n purfues^ 
No mean rewards, no n^ercenary views j 
^ot wealth ufurbus, or a numerous train, 
Jlot fame by fraud acquir'd, or title vain } 3^0 

He follows but where Nature ppints the rgad, 
Jt^ifrng in Virtue's fchool, til} he afcends to God. 
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Cactera pirs hominum ferimur jadante procella 
Ut ratiS) hue illuc ; et per diverfa viarum 
Conatu ingenti fugientem prendimus umbram* 335 
Ac veluti infantes pueri crepitacula pofcunt 
Ardent! ftudio, mox» parta relinquere gaudent; 
Sic etiam in plenis homines puei'afcimus annis« 
At bene perfuafum cui fit, non efle fupremam 
Hanc animi vitam, reftare fed altera fata, 346 

Salva illi res eft, neque fpe Ia£latur inani. 
Quippe ubi mens hominis purum fimplexque requlrat 
Irrcquicta bonum, non (pcrat forte potiri 
Jam nunc Wici : quid enim ? nunc, vivimus omnes 
Pravum ubi commiftum reSo eft ; ubi triftia laetis ; 345 
Ipfa ubi delirans inhiat fapientia nugas ; 
Atque in odor^tis florent aconita rofctis ; 
Omnia mifta quidem, fluxa omnia, ludicra demum 
Omnia, nee votis eft quod refpondeat ufquam. 
Forfan ct ipfe Deus, divinum exquirer? fi fas 3SO 

ConfUium, fic res attemperat, ufque fecundis 
Adverfas mifcens, et amaris dulcia condit ; 
Spernere ut hinc difcat terreftria mens, et amicis 
Caftigata malis, corio fpem ponat in uno, 
Quo domus ^^f atria eft, rcquies ubi fola laborum. 355 

Quarc 
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fitft we th' inglorious common herd of Man, 
Sail without compafs, toil without a plan ; 
tn Fortune's varying ftorms for ever toft, 345 

Shadows purfue, that in purfuit are loft ; 
Mere in&nts all, till life's extremeft day. 
Scrambling for toys, then toffing them away. 
Who refts of immortality afTur'd 
Is lafe, whatever ills are here endur'd : 350 

He hopes not vainly in a world like this, 
To meet with pure uninterrupted blifs i 
For good and ill, in this imperfed ftate^ 
Are ever mix'd by the decrees of fate. 
With Wifdom's richeft harveft Folly grows, 355 

And baleful hemlock mingles with the rofe^ 
AH things are blended, changeable, and vain, 
No hope, no wtfli we perfe£Uy obtain : 
God may perhaps (might human Reafon's line . 
Pretend to fathom infinite defign) 360 

Have thus ordain'd things, that the reftlefs mind 
No happinefs compleat on earth may find ; 
And, by this friendly chaflifement made wife, 
To heav'n her fafcft beft retreat may rife. 

G 3 Come 
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Quare age, j;im tandem memorata recollige tAecuvi* 

Quippe viam emenfus dubiam, fcopulofque latenles 

Erroris nunc praeterve£lus ct sequora cxca 

Confpicio portutn. Ncmpe haec quae cogitat et vult^ 

Mens baud terreni^ confiata eft ex dementis j ^^ 

Ergo natura eft quiddaai immortale fuapte. 

Verum banc interea Deus banc extinguere poffit : 

Efto, Deus poflit fi fert divina voluntas ; 

At non extinguet : neque enim vis ilia fciendi 

Tot res bumana tam longe forte remous ; 365 

Nee porro i^terni nunquam fatiata cupido ; 

Nee deflderium noftris in mentibus bxrens 

Perfedi, Fruftra eft. Jam fi fas jufque requirunt 

Ut (celeri male fit, bene virtutique, nee ilia 

Alterutri fors obtingat, dum vivitur iftic % 37O 

Reftat ut boc alio fiat difcrimen in aevo* 
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Come then, fince now in fafety we have paft 365 
Thro* Error's rocks, and fee the port at laft. 
Let us review and recoiled!: the whole^ 
Thus ftands my argument.— —The thinking foul 
Cannot terreftrial, or material be, 
But claims by nature immortality ; 370 

God, who created it, can make it end, 
We queftion not, but cannot apprehend 
He will ; beeanie it is by him endued 
With ftrong ideas of all perfe£l good : 
With wondVous pow'rs to know and calculate 375 
Things too remote from this our earthly ftate j 
With fure prefages of a life to come. 
All falfe and ufelefs ', if beyond the tomb 
Our beings ceafe : we therefore can't believe 
God either a£ls in vain, or can deceive. 380 

If cvVy rule of equity demands. 
That Vice and Virtue from the Almighty's hands 
Shou'd due rewards, and punifhments receive. 
And this by no means happens whilll we live ; 
It follows that a time muft furely come, 385 

When each (hall meet their well-adjufted doom : 

G 4 Then 
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Turn vero que nunc rudis, et lapiente bonoqiid^ 
Si genus humanum ipedes, hlud Numine digna tA 
Scena, revelabit dempta fe nube, colorque 
Vcrus txit rebus, verurque videbitur ordo. 375 

Hoc nifi credideris, die, qua ratione probetur 
Ohinino efle D^um fuinmo qui cohfllio res 
Juftitiaque regit ; hum caetera icilicet apte 
Dirigit, hac quae precipua eft in parte laborat i 
Haud ita; tempus erit, noli quo quaerere more, 380 
Hoc fatis eft, hoc conftat, erit poft funera tempus i 
Cum Deus, ut par eft, acquos excernet iniquis, 
Sontibus infontes, et idontA cuique rependct* 
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Then itiail this fcene, which now to human fight 

tSeems fo unworthy wifdom infinite, 

A fyflem of confummat^ (kill appear. 

And ev'ry cloud difpers^d^ be beautiful and dear. 39b 

Doubt we of this ! what folid pi-oof remains^ 
That o'er the wotld a wife difpofer reigtis I 
Whilft all Creation fpeaks a pow'r divine, 
Is it deficient in the main ddfign ? 
Not fo : the day (hall come, (pretend not now 395 
Prefumptuous to enquire or when, or how) 
But after death (hall come th' important day, 
When God to all his juftice (hall difyUy % 
£ach a£Uon with impartial eyes regard. 
And in a juft proportion puni(h and rewards 400 
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NUMBER CXXV. 

HA D the many wife philofbphers of 
antiquity^ who ha\re fo often and la 
jiiftly compared the life pf man to a racc> 
lived in the pr^fent times, they would have 
fcen the propriety of thgt fimile gready 
Augmented 5 for if we oblerve the beha^ 
viour of the polite part of this nation (that 
is, of all the nation) we Ihall fee that their 
whole lives are one continued race; in 
which every one is endeavouring to dif- 
tancic all behind him, and to overtake, or 
pafs by, all who are before him : every 
pne is flying from his inferiors, in purfuif; 
of his fuperiors who fly from Him with 
ipcjual alacrity. 

Were 
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Were not the confequences of this ri-r 
diculous pride of the moft deftru6Hve na-r 
turc to the public, the fcene would be 
really entertaining. Every tradefman i$ 
a merchantj every merchant is a gentle- 
man, and every gentleman one of the no^ 
blefs. W are a nation of gentry, popu^ 
Jus gentrojorum: we have no fuch thing 
as common people amongft us ; between 
vanity and gin, the fpecies }s utterly de-r 
ftroyed. The fons of our loweft mechair 
nics, acquiring with their learning at cha.- 
rity-fchools, the laudable ambition of be- 
coming gentle-folks, defpife their pater-r 
nal occupations, and are all foligiting for 
the honourable employments of tidewait^* 
ers and txcifemen. Their girls are all mil* 
Jiners, mantua-makers, or lady-s women j 
or prefumptuoufly exercife that genteel 
profeffion, which ufed to be peculiarly re- 
ferved for the polinely-^educated, but un^ 
portioned daughters of their fuperiors. 
Attorneys clerks and city prentices drels 
Jike cornets of dragoons, keep their mif- 

treffes 
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trefles and their hunters^ cridcife at the 
play, and toaft at the tavern. The mer- 
chant leaves his compting-houfe for St. 
James's ; and the country-gentleman his 
own affairs for thofc of the public, by 
which neither of them receive much be* 
nefit. Every commoner of diftinftion is 
impatient for a peerage, and treads hard 
upon the heels of quality in drefs, equi- 
page and expences of every kind. The 
nobility, who can aim no higher, plunge 
themfelves into debt and dependance, to 
prefervc their rank ; and are even there 
quickly overtaken by their unmerciful pur- 
fuers. 

The fame foolifli vanity, that thus 
prompts us to imitate our fuperiors, in- 
dices us alfo to be, or pretend to be, their 
infeparable companions ; or as the phrafe 
is, to keep die iefi compariy ; by which is 
always to be underftood, fuch company 
as are much above us in rank or fortune, 
and confequently defpife and avoid us, in 
the fame manner as we ourfelves do our 

inferiors. 
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inferiors. By this ridiculous afiedadon 
are all the plcafures of focial life^ and ^ 
the advantages of friendly converfe ut- 
terly deftroyed. We chufc not our 
companions for their wit and Icarningj^ 
their good humour or good fenfe, but for 
their power of conferring this imaginary 
dignity : as if greatnefs was communica- 
ble, like the powers of the load-ftone^ bf 
friftion, or by contaft, like eleftricity* 
Every young gentleman is taught to be- 
lieve it is more eligible, and more honour- 
able, to dcftroy his time> his fortune, his, 
morals, and bis underflanding at a gam-^ 
ing-houfe with the ieji company^ than to 
improve them all in the converfation of 
the moft ingenious and enteftaiixing of 
his equals;. and every felf- conceited girl 
in 6fhionable life, chufcs rather to endure 
the affc6|ed filcnce and infolent head-ach 
of my lady duchefs for a whole evenlngj^ 
thain to pafs it in mirth and jollity witl\ 
the moft amiable of her acquaintance. 
For fince it is ppffible thjjt fpq^c pf jpy 

rea^eFS 
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l^eaders wh6 have not hid the honour Of Ber- 
ing admitted into the beft companyi Ihould 
imagine that aitibngft fuch there is ever the 
beft eonvcrfation, the moft lively wit* the 
moft profound judgment) the fnoft engag- 
ing afl&bility and politenefs; it may be; 
proper to inform them^ that this i^ by no 
means always the cafe ; but that frequent^ 
iy in ilich company little is laid and leis 
attended toj no diipoiition appears either 
to plcafe others^ or to be plcafed them- 
fdves I but that in the room of all the 
befbre*mentioned agreeable qualifications^ 
cards are introduced^ endued with the con- 
venient power of reducing all men's under- 
ftandings^ a» well as their fortunes^ to ail 
equality^ 

It is pkafant to dbfefVe how this race^ 
converted into a kind of perpetual war- 
fare between the good and bad company in 
this country, has fubfifled for half a een* 
tury laft p^^ in which the former have 
been perpetually purfued by the latter, 
And fairly beaten out of all their refources 

Vol. il* tt for 
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for fuperior diftinAion ; out of innume-^ 
rablc falhions in drefs, and variety of div 
vcrfions, every one of which they have 
been obliged to abandon, as foon as occu- 
pied by their impertinent rivals. In vain 
have they armed thcmfelves with lace and 
embroidery, and intrenched themfelves in 
hoops and furbelows: in vain have they 
had recourfe to full-bottomed periwigs, 
and toupees; to bigh-heads, and low- 
heads, and no heads at all : trade has bc- 
ftowed riches on their competitors, and 
riches have procured them equal finery. 
Hair has curled as gentecly on one fide 
of Temple-bar, as on the other, and hoops, 
have grown to as prodigious a magnitude 
in the foggy air of Cheapfide, as in the 
purer regions of Grofvenor-fquare and 
Hill-ftreet. 

: With as little fuccefs have opera's, ora- 
torio's, ridotto's, and other expenfive di- 
verfions been invented to exclude bad 
cmpany: tradefmen, by enhancing dieir 
prices, have fotind tickets for their wives 
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knd cJaUghters^ and by this, nieahs have 
hctn enabled to infult the good company^ 
their cuftomers, at their owh e^pence: and 
like tnic conquerors, have obliged the 
enemy to pay for their defeat; But this 
ftratageii;! has iri forrie mcafure been obvi-i 
viated by the prudence of the very befi 
tompanyy who, for this, and many Other wife 
confidefatioris, have ufually declined paying 
them at all; 

For many years was this combat be- 
tween the good and bad company of this me- 
tropolis performedi like the ancient tilts 
and tournaments^ before his Majeily and 
the Royal Familyi every Friday night in 
the drawing-room at St. James's^ which 
now appears^ as it ufually fares with the 
feat of wari defolate and uninhabited^ and 
totally deferted on both fides : e^tcept that 
on a twelfth- nighti the bad cowputjy ne^ 
ver fail to affemble, to commemorate 
anaually the vidtories they have there ob- 
tained. 

The ^od company being thus every 
H 2 where 
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where put to flight, they thought proper 
at laft t6 retire to their own citadels i 
that is, to form numerous and brilliant 
aflemblies at their own hotels, in which 
they imagined that they could neither be 
imitated nor intruded on. But here again 
they were grievoufly miflaken; for no 
fooner was the fignal given, but every 
little lodging- houfe in town, of two rooms 
and a clofet on a floor, or rather of two 
clofets and a cupboard, teemed with card- 
tables, and overflowed with company : and 
as making a crowd was the great point 
here principally aimed at, the finaller the 
houfes, and the more indifferent the com- 
pany, this point was the more eafily cf- 
fefted. Nor could intrufion. be better 
guarded againft, than imitation; for by 
fome means or other, either by the force oC 
beauty or of drels, of wealth or impu- 
dence, of folly enough to lofe great fums at 
play, or of knavery enough to win them, 
or of fome flich emment and extraordi- 
nary qualificadons, their plebeian enemies 

foon 
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foon broke through the ftrongefl: of their 
barriers, and mingled in the thickeft of their 
ranks, to the utter deftruftion of all fuperio- 
rity and diftinftion. 

But though it muA be owned that the 
affairs of the good company are now in a 
very bad fituation, yet I would not have 
them defpair, nor perpetually carry about 
the marks of their defeat in their counte- 
nances, fo vifible in a mixture ofjierti and 
dejeftion. They have ftill one afylum 
left to fly to, which with all their advan- 
tages of birth and education, it is fur-- 
prifing they Ihould not long fince have 
difcoveredj but fince they have not, I 
Ihall beg leave to point it out ; and it is 
this: that they once more retire to the 
long deferted forts of true Britilh gran- 
deur, their princely feats and magnificent 
caftles in their feveral countries, and there, 
arming themfelves with religion and vir- 
tue, hofpitality and charity, civility and 
friendfliip, bid defiance to their imperti- 
nent purfuers : and though 1 will not un- 
H J ^ dertakc 
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dertake that they (hall not, even hercy be 
followed in time, and imitated by their in-r 
feriors, yet fo ayerfe are all ranks bf pcor 
pie at prcfent to this fort of recrement, {o 
totally difufed from the ex^rcifc of thcfe 
kinds of arms, and fo unwilling to return 
to it, that I will venture to propiife, it 
will be very long before they can be over- 
taken or attacked j but that here, and here 
only, they may enjoy their favourite fin- 
gularity, unmolefted for half a .century to 
come. 
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NUMBER CLIII. 

HAVING been frequcndy prefled by 
Sir John Jolly, (an old friend of 
mine poflefled of a fine feat, a large park, 
and a plentiful cftate) to pafs a few weeks 
with him in the country, I determined laft 
autumn to accept his invitation, propofing 
to myfelf the higheft pleafure from chang- 
ing the noife and hurry of this buftling 
metropolis, for the agreeable file9ce, and 
foothing indolence of a rural retirement. 
I accordingly fet out one morning, and 
pretty early the next arrived at the habi- 
tation of my friend, fituated in a mod 
delicious and romantic fpot, which (the* 
owner having fortunately no taste) is 
H 4 not 



not yet defaced by improvembkts. On 
my approachi I abated a little of my tn(<* 
veiling pace^ to look round me, and ad« 
mire the towVmg bills, and fertile vales, 
the winding dreams, the ftately woods, 
and fpacious lawns, which, gilded by the 
funfliine of a beautifiil morning, on every 
(ide afforded a moft enchanting profpcAi 
aad I plcafcd myfelf with the thoughts of 
the happy hours I fhould fpend amidft 
thefe paftoral fcenes, in readihg, in medi- 
tation, or in foft repofe, infpircd by the 
lowing of diftaqt herds^ the falls of waters, 
and the melody of birds. 

I was rqceisrcd with a hearty w^lcome^ 
and many fhakes by the hand by my old 
friend:^ whoni | had npt feen for many 
years^ except onee wherr he wasi called 
to town by a profegution in the King's 
bench, for rpifunderft^nding the fenfc of 
an aa of parliament, which, on cxamina- 
tiop, was foun4 to he nonfenfe. He is 
an honeft gentleman of a niiddfc age, a 
hak CQnftitution, gopd natural parts, and 

abundant 



nbuncjant fpirits^ a keen Iportfman, an 
luStive magiftrate, and a tolerable farmer^ 
iiot without fome ambition of acquiring 
a feat in parliament, by his intereft in a 
neighbouring borough: fo that between 
his purfuits of game, of juftice, and po- 
pularity, befides the management of a 
large quantity of land, which he keeps in 
his own hands, as he terms it, for amufe- 
ment, every moment of his time is fuf- 
ficiently employed. His wife is an agree- 
able woman, of about the fame age, and 
has been handfomej but though years 
have fomewhat impaired her charms, they 
have not in the leaft her rcliih for com- 
pany, cards, balls, and all manner of pub* 
lie diverfions. 

On my arrival, I was firft conduced 
into the breakfaft-room, which, with fomc 
furprife, I faw quite filled with genteel 
perfons of both fcxcs, in diftiabille, with 
their hair in papers; the caufe of which I 
was quickly informed of, by the many apo- 
logies of my lady for the incanncfs of the 
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apartment flie was obliged to allot me, 
** By reafon the houfc was fo crouded with 
** company during the time of their races^ 
•^ which, fhe faid^ began that very day for 
•* the whole week, and for which they were 
•* krimediately preparing/' I was inftant- 
ly attacked by all prefent with one voice, or 
rather with many voices at the (ame time,- 
to accompany them thither; to which I 
made no oppofition, thinking it would be 
attended with more trouble than the expedi- 
tion itfelf. 

A foon as the ladies and the equipages 
-were ready, we ifliicd forth in a moft nfiag- 
nificent cavalcade ; and after travelling five 
or fix miles through bad roads, we arrived 
at the Red Lion, juft as the ordinary waa 
making its appearance on the table. The 
ceremonials of this fumptuous entertain^ 
ment, which confiflicd of cold filh, lean 
chickens, rufty hams, raw venifon, ft:ale 
game, green fruit, and grapelefs wines, 
-deftroyed at lead two hours, with five 
times that uumber of heads, ruffles, and 
3 fuits 
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fuks of cloaths, by the unfortunate efili* 
lion of butter and gravy, Froni hence wc 
proceeded a few miles fardicr to the race* 
ground, where nothing, I think, extraor^ 
dinary happened, but that amongft much 
diforder and drunkenncfs, few limbs, and 
no necks were broken : and from thefe 
Olympic games, which, to the great emo- 
lument of pick-pockets, lafted till it was 
4ark, we galloped back tq the town through 
?i foaking (bower, to drefs for the afTem- 
bly. But this I found no eafy taflcs nor 
could I poffibly accomplifh it, before my 
cloaths were quite dried upon my backi 
my fervant flaying behind to fettle his betts, 
and haying ftowed my portmanteau into the 
boot of fome coach, which he could not 
find, tofave himfelf both the trouble and in- 
dignity of carrying it. 

Being at laft equipped, I entered the 
ball-room, where the fipell of a ftable 
over which it was built, the fayour of the 
neighbouring kitchen, the fumes of tallow 
f andles, rum punchy and tobacco diiperfed 

over 
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over the whole houfe, and the balfa- 
mic cfflu^a's from many fweet creatures 
who were dancing, with almoft equal 
Arengdi contended for fupcriority. The 
company was numerous and well-dreft, 
and differed not in any relpeft from that 
of the moft brilliant affembly in London, 
but in feeming better pleafed, and more 
defirous of pleaiing; that is, happier in 
themfelvcs, and civiller to each other. I 
obferved the door was blocked up the 
whole night by a few fafhionable young 
men, whofe faces I remember to have feen 
about town, who would neither dance, 
drink tea, play at cards, nor ipeak to any 
one, except now and then in whifpers to a 
young lady, who fat in filence at the up- 
per end of the room, in a hat and negli- 
gee, with her back againft the wall, her 
arms a-kimbo, her legs thruft out, a fheer 
on her lips, a fcowl on her forehead, and 
an invincible allurance in her eyes. This 
lady I had alfo frequently met with, but 
could not then rccoUcft ^here; but have 
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fince learnt, that fhc had been toad-eater 
to a woman of quality, and turned off for 
too clofe and prefumptuous an imitation 
of her betters. Their behaviour affronted 
moft of the company, yet obtained the. 
defired effeft : for I overheard fevcral 
of the country ladies fay " It was a pity 
** they were fo proud ; for to be furc they 
" were prodigious well-bred people, and 
^' had an immenfe deal of wit/' A miftakc 
they could never have fallen into, had 
th^e patterns of politenefs condefcended 
to have entered into any converfation. 
Dancing and cards, with the refrefhment 
of cold chickens and negus about twelve, 
carried us pn till day-break, when our 
coaches being ready, with much folicita- 
tion, and more fqueezing, I .obtained a 
place in one, in which no more than fix 
had before artifically feated themfelves; 
and about five in the morning, through 
man^r and great perils, we arrived fafcly 
at home. 
It was now the middle of harveft, 

which 



t no 3 

which had not a iitde fufffcrcd by our dl- 
vcrfions; and therefore our coach-horfe^ 
were immediately degraded to a carts and 
having reftcd during our fatigues^ by a 
juft diftribuuon of things> were now ob- 
liged to labour, while we were at reft* 
I mean not in this number to include my-* 
felf i for, though I hurried immediately to 
bed> no reft could I obtain for fome time^ 
for the rumbling of carts, and the conver-^ 
fation of their drivers juft under my win- 
dow. Fadgue at length got the better of 
2^11 obftacles, and I fell afleepj but had 
icarce clofed my eyes, when I was awaked 
by a much louder noife, which was tha6 
of a whole pack of hounds, with their vo- 
ciferous attendants, fctting out to meet my 
friend, and fome choice fpirits, whom we 
had juft left behind at the affembly, and 
who chofe this manner of refrelhment after 
a night's debauch, rather than the morcf 
ufual and inglorious one of going to bed^ 
Thefe founds dying away by their diftance, 
I again compofcd myfelf to reft -, but 
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was prefently again roufed by more diP* 
cordant tongues, uttering all the groflhefs 
of Drury-lane, and fcurrility of BiUinf- 
gate. I now waked indeed with fomewhat 
more fatisfadbion, at firft thinking, by this 
unpaftoral dialogue, that I was onoe more 
returned fafe to London ; but I foon per* 
ceived my miftake, and underftood that 
theie were fome innocent and hontSt 
neighbours of Sir John's, who were com^ 
ing to determine their gentle difputes be- 
fore his tribunal, and being ordered tx>: 
wait till his return from hunting, were re- 
folved to make all poffible ufe of this fuf- 
penfion of juftice. It being now towards 
noon, I gave up all thoughts of fleep; 
and it was well I did ; for I was preiently 
alarmed by a confufion of voices, as loud, 
though fomewhat fweeter dian the Yormcr. 
^s they proceeded from the parlour un;- 
der me, amidfl: much giggling, laughingt* 
Squeaking, and fcreaming, I could dil« 
ttnguiih only the few following incoherent 
Words — - borribU -^frightful -^ ridiculous — • 

Friejland 



Friefland ben — rouge — Red Lion dt SreHh 
ford — Jiays padded — ram^s-hom — Jaucf 
minx — impertinent coxcomb. I ftarted up^ 
dreffcd me, and went down, where I found 
the fame polite company, who break&iled 
there the day before, in the fame atdtudej 
difcourfing of their friends, with whonf 
they had fo agreeably fpent the laft nighty 
and to whom they were again hailening 
with the utmoit impatience* I was (kbted 
with a how d'ye from them all at the 
£ime inftant, and again prefled into the fer-> 
vice of the day. 

In this manner I went through the per-^ 
iecutions of the whole week, with dbe (uf* 
ferings and refblution, but not with the 
reward of a martyr, as I found no peace at 
the laft : for at the conclufion of it. Sir 
John obligingly requiefted me to make 
tUf ftay with him as long as I poflibly 
C0ul4> afluring me, that though the races 
were now over, I ihould not want diver-' 
fions; for that next week he expefted 
Loid Rattle, Sir Harry Bwnpcr> and a^ 
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huge ' fot-hunting party ; and ihat thie 
tvcck after ibeing the full moon, they 
fliould pay and receive all their neigh- 
bouring yifits, and fpend their evcoings 
very fociaWy itogechcr ; by which is fig- 
nified, in the country diale6t, eatingv 
drinking, and playing at cards all night. 
My lady added with a fmile, and much 
delight in . her cyes^ that Ihe believecl they 
fliould not be alone one hour in* the whole 
week, and that Ihe hoped I fhould not 
think the country fo dull and melancholy 
a place as I expe&ed. Upon this infor- 
mation I refolved to leave it immediately, 
and told them, I was extremely forry that 
I was hindered by particular bufinefs from 
any longer enjoying fo much polite and 
agreeable company j but that I had re- 
ceived a letter, which made it neceflary 
for me to be in town. My friend faid he 
was no Icfs concerned; but that I muft 
not pofitively go, till after to-morrow ; for 
that he then expefted the mayor and al- 
dermen of his corporation, fome of wh^m 
Vol. II. I wero^ 
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were &cedous companions^ and fung wdL 
This determined me to fet cot that very 
evenings which I did with much fadsfac-^ 
tion ; and made all poflible haite» in fearch 
ef filence and folitude, to my lodgbgs^ next 
idoor to a brafier's> at Charing-cro&. 
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NUMBER CLVII. 

ONE can fcarce pafs an hour in any 
company, without hearing h fre- 
quently affcrted, that the prcfent genera- 
tion of fervants in this country arc the 
proudeft, and the lazieft, the moft profli- 
gate, infolent, and extravagant fet of mor- 
tals any where to be found on the face of 
the globe: to which indiiputable truth I 
always readily give my affcnt, with but 
one fingle exception, which is that of their 
mailers and ladies. Now, though by this 
exception I have incurred the contemptu- 
ous fmiles of many a wife face, and the 
indignant frowns of many a pretty one, 
yet I fliall here venture to Ihcw, that the 
I a pride 
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pride and lazinefs of our fcrvants^ from 
whence their profligacy^ infolence, and 
extravagance muft unavoidably proceed, are 
entirely owing, not only to our example, but 
to our cultivation, and arc but the natural 
produftions of the fame imper&dions in 
ourfelves. 

In the firft place then, pride has put it 
into our heads^ that it is moft honourable to 
be waited op by gentlemen and ladies; 
and all^ wfao^ arc really fuch by birth or 
education^ having alio too much of the 
iame p^de, howerer nece0itous>to fubmit 
to any (ervitude however eafy, \Sre are ob* 
liged to take the loweft of the people, and 
convert them by our own ingenuity into 
the genteel perlbnages, we think proper 
ihould attend i^s. Hence our very foot- 
men are adorned with gold and filver^ 
with bags, toupees> and ru£Hcs: the valet 
<ie chambre cannot be diftinguilhed from 
his mafter, but by being better dreft; and 
Joan, who ufed to be but as good as my 
lady in thi dark^ is now by no means her 
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Inferior in the dfty-light. In gr^at fami- 
lies I have freqiicfttly imreated tht maifrg 
d'Hofel to go before me^ arid have piillcd 
a chair for the buder^ imagining thtm td 
foe part, and not the fcaft genteel |iart ot 
Ac company. Their &rerfioiis coo arc 
no lefs polite than thetr appearance; in 
the country they are iportfineu, in town 
they frequent playsi operas, wd taverns, 
and at hortie have thqir routs and dielr 
l^ming-tables. 

But left thus etal^ng our i^ants to v\ 
equaUty with ourfelves Ihould not fuffi- 
'^<i£ntly augnfKnt their pride, and deftroy 
<a}i fubofdiiiation, we take another imethod 
llili more crfeftually to compkat the 
,work, which is, dcbafing ourfehres to their 
Meannefs by 4i ridiculous irtritation of 
their drefles and occupations. Hence 
•were derived the flapped hat, atid cropped 
hair, the greeri frock, the long ftafF, and 
jbuckfkin breedies: hence, amongft the 
ladies, the round-eared cdp, the ftuff 
jiight-gown, white apron, and black lea- 
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ther flioe : and hence . many perfons of 
the highcft rank daily employ themfclves 
in riding matches^ driving coaches^ or in 
running before diem, in order to convinoc 
their domeftics how gready they are in- 
ferior to them in the execution of thefe 
honourable offices. Since then we make 
ufe of fo much art to conupt our fervants^ 
have we reafon to be angry with their 
concurrence? Siqce we take fo much 
pains to inform thenri of their fuperiority, 
and our weakneis, can we be furprifed 
that they delpiie us^ or dilpleafed with their 
infolence and impertinence i 

As the pride of fervants thus proceeds 
from the pride^ fo does their lazinefs from 
the lazinefsj of their mafters: and indeed, 
if there is any chara£leriftic peculiar to 
the young people of fafhion of the prefcnt 
age, it is their lazinefs^ or an extreme un- 
willingnefs to attend to any thing that <:an 
g^ve them the leaft trouble or difquietude; 
without any degree of which they would 
fain enjoy all the luxuries of life, in con*- 
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cradidion to die difpofidons of providence, 
and die nature of thmgs. They would 
have great eftates without any manage* 
tnent/ great e3q)ences without any ac-* 
countSi and great femilies without any 
difcipline or ceconotny ; in (hort^ they are 
fit only to be inhabitants of Lubberland^ 
where^ as the child's geography informs 
us, men lie upon their backs with their 
mouths open, and it rams fat pigs, ready 
roafted. From this principle, when the 
pride they have infufed into their lervants 
has produced a proportionable degree of 
lazinefs, their own lazinefs is too prevalent 
to fufier them to ftruggle with that of 
thdr lervants I and they rather chufe that 
all bufinels (hould be he^leded, than to en« 
force the performance of it i and to give up 
all aiKthority, rather than take the pains to 
fupport it : from whence it happens, that 
in great and noble families, where the do* 
medics are veiy numerous, they will not 
fo much as wait upon themfelvesi and 
was it iiot for the friendly afllftance of 
I 4 chair- 
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chair * womefty fotctr^; chair -men, and 
ihoe-blacks, procured by a generous dif- 
txibution of coakj candles, and provifions, 
the common offices of life could never be 
executed. In fui^h It is often' as difficult 
to proOirc conveniences, as in a delart 
ifland ; and one frequently wants necef- 
iaries in the midft of profiifencfs and ct- 
travagince. In fiieh families I have fomcr 
times been fhut up in a cold room, and in- 
terdifted from fhe ufe of fire and water for 
half a day i and, though during my im- 
prifonm^nt I have fccn nupberlefs fer- 
varits continually pafling by, the utmoft 
I could procure of them was, a promife 
that they woujd Jend fbmebody to relieve 
my neceffities, Which they never per- 
formed* Itk fuch I have {ten when a fa-^ 
yourite dog has difcharged a too plentiful 
4inner in the drawing-room, at the fre* 
quent ringing of the bell numerous at-* 
tendants make their appearance, all in- 
treated to depute fome one to remove the 
nuifance with the utmoft expedition, but 

no 



r 



t "I ] 

no ofie has been found in fuch a houfe mean 
enough to undertake fiich an employment j 
said To it had kih fmoaking under the nofed 
of the iUuftiious company during the whol^ 
evening. 

I could produce innunnerable inftanccs, 
minute indeed and unobferved, but well 
worthy obfervation, of the encroachments 
of our fcrvants on our eafinefs and indo- 
lence, in the introduftion of moft of the 
&lhions that have prevailed for fcveral 
years paft ill our equipages, and domeftic 
ceconomyj all which are entirely calcu* 
Jated for their pleafure, eafe, or advan- 
tage, in direft contradiftion to our own. 
To mention but few : our coaches are 
made uneafy, but light, that they may 
whirl us along with the utmoft rapidity, for 
their own amufcment. Glaffcs before are 
laid afide, and we are immured in the dark, 
that the coachman may no longer be un- 
der our infpedtion, but be drunk or afleep 
without any obfervation. Family liveries?* 
arc difcarded, becaufe badges of fervUi ;% 



which might give information to whom 
didr wearers belonged^ and to whom 
complaints might be addreflcd of their 
cnormides* By their cardeflhels and idle* 
fiefs they have obliged us to hire all our 
hcHiesy and {6 have got rid of the labour 
of looking after them. By their impofi* 
tions on the road they have forced us into 
poft-chaife8> by which means diey are at 
liberty to travel by themfelves, as it beft 
fuits dieir own eafe and convenience. By 
Acu: impcrtbcnce, which we have not pa- 
tience to endure^ nor refolution to reprefs^ 
they have reduced us to dumb * waiters, 
diat is, to wait upon ourfelves i by which 
means they have ihaken ofF the trouble 
and condefcenfion of attending us. By 
tiieir profiifion and mifmanagement in 
houfe-kecping, they have compelled us 
to allow them board- wages I by which 
uneans they have obcamed a conflant ex^ 
cufe to loiter at public-houfes, and mo- 
ney in their pockets to fquander there* in 
gaming, drunkennels, and extravagance. 
S The 
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The laft of thcfe is an evil of fo gigantic 
a fize, fo conducive to the univerfal corrup- 
tion of the lower part of this cation, and fo 
entirely deftrudlive of all family order, de- 
cency, and oeconomy, that it well deferves 
the confideration of a leg^flature, who are not 
themlelves under the influence of their fer-i 
vants, and can pay them their wages without 
any inconvenience* 

From what has been faid, it plainly ap« 
pears,, that every man in this country is ill- 
ferved m proportion to the number and dig- 
nity of his fervants j the parfbn or the tradef* 
man, who keeps but two maids and a boy, 
not exceeding twelve years old, is ufually 
very well waited on ; the private gentleman 
infinitely worfe ; but perfons of great for- 
tunes or quality, afraid of the idols of their 
own fetting up, are negleded, abufed, and 
impoverifhed by their dependents s and the 
King himfelf^ as is due to his exalted (tation^ 
is more impofed on, and worfe attended, than 
any one of his fubje£b, 

THE 
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THERE was m ancient fcA of pht- 
loibpherS) the difciples of Pf thago* 
ras^ who held> that the fpuls of meii, and ail 
other animak exifted in a ftate of perpe«- 
tual tranfinigratkm ; and that when hj 
deadi they were diflodged from one cor- 
poreal habitation^ they were immediately 
reinftated in another^ happier or more 
fniierable, according to their behaviour in 
the former: fo that when any perfon 
made his exit from the flage of thi^ 
world, he was fuppofed only to retire be^ 
hind the fcene^ to be new dref&d, and to 
have had a new part afllgned him, more or 

lefs 
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fcfs agreeable, in proportion to the merit of 
his performance in the laft. 

This doftrine of tranfmigration, I mufl: 
own, was alwap a very favourite tenet of 
mine, and always appeared to me one of 
the mod: rational guefles of the human 
mind into ft future ftate. I fhall here 
therefore endeavour to fhew the great pro- 
bability of its truth, from the following 
confiderations. Firftfrom its juftice, fc- 
condly from its utility, and laftly from 
die difficulty we lie under to account for 
die fufferings of many innocent creatures 
without it. 

Firft then, the juftice of this fyftem ex- 
ceeds that of all others s becaufe by it 
the great law of retaliation may be more 
ftriaiy adhered to : for by means of this 
metamorphofis, men may fuffcr in one 
life the very fame injuries which they have 
inflifted in another; and that too in the 
very fame perfons, by a change only of 
fituation. Thus, for inftance, the cruel 
tyrant who in onc^ life has Iported with 
^ the 
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the miieiies of his flaves, ma)r in the 
next feel all the miferies of flaveiy under 
a mailer as unmerciful as himfelf The 
relentleis and unjuft judge may be impri* 
foned, condenined^ and hanged in his 
turn. Divines may be compelled by fire 
and faggot to believe the creeds and ar« 
tides they have compofed for the edifica- 
tion of others ; and foldiers may be plun- 
dered and ravilhcd in the perfons of de-* 
lenceleis peafants^ and innocent virgins* 
The lawyer revivmg in the charaftcr of a 
cUent, may be tormented with delay^ ex- 
pence^ uncertainty, and difappointmcnti 
and the phyfician, who in one life has 
taken exorbitant fees, may be obliged to 
take phyfic in another. All thofe who 
tinder the honourable denomination of 
iportfmen, have entertained themfelves 
with the miferies and deftruftion of inno- 
cent animals, may be terrified and mur- 
dered in the ftiapes of hares, partridges, 
and woodcocks ; and all choie, who under 
the more illuftrious title of heroes, have 

delighted 
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delighted in the devaftation of dieir own 
Ipecies^ may be maflacred by each odier in 
the forms of invincible game-cocks, and 
pertmacious bull dogs. As for ftatefmen» 
miniftersj and all great men devoted to 
great bufinels, they, however guilty, cannot 
be more properly, nor more feverely puniih<» 
ed, than by being obliged to reaffume their 
forn^r charaAers, and to live the very fame 
fives over again. 

In the next place, the udlity of this 
fyftem is equal to its juftice, and hs4>pily 
coincides with it : for by means of this 
tranfmigradon, all the neceilary inconvc^ 
niences, and all the burthenfbme offices 
of life being impofed on thofe only, who 
by their milbehaviour in a former ftatc 
have deierved them, become at once juft 
puniflimoits to them, and at the fame 
time benefits to fociety ; and fb all thofe 
who have injured the public .in one life by 
their vices, are obliged in another to make 
reparation by their fufferbgs. Thus the 
tyrant who by his power has oppreffed his 

country 
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country in the fituation of a prince, in 
that of a flaye nnay be con>pclled to (do it 
fome fcrvicc by his labour. The high*- 
jrayman who h^ flopped and plundered 
craVellers, may expedite and affift them w 
the fhape of a poft-horfe. The metapho- 
rical buck, who has terrified fober citizejEi? 
by his exploits, conveil:ed into a real on^, 
may make them fome compenfation by h^s 
jiaunches ; and mighty comy^erors, who have 
hid wafte the world by their fwords, may 
be obliged, by a fmall ak^ratipn 'm fex aod 
fituation, to contribute tp its repeopling bgr 
the qualms of breeding, and the pms of 
child-birth. 

For my own part, I verily believe this 
to be the cafe. I make no dowbt biat th»t 
Louis the Fourteenth is now. chained fp 
an oar in the gallics of Franice, ^.nd that 
Hernando Cortez is digging gold ia rfjc 
mines of Peru or Mexico. Tfea,t Turpin 
the highwayman is fcveraJ tidies a <^ay 
ipurred backwards and forw^d^ bfitwc^n 
London ^ Eppingj aad that Lprd *** 

and 
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tind Sir Harry **** are now actually roaft* 
ihg for a city feaft* I queftion not but that 
Alexander the Great &nd Julius Ca^far have 
4ied many times in child-bed fince their ap- 
pearance in thdfc illuftrious and depopulate 
ing charafters ; that Charles the Twelfth is 
at this infrant a curate*s wife in fome re- 
mote village^ with a numerous and in- 
creaiing family; and that Kouli Khan 
is now whipped from parifli to parilh in the 
perfon of a big-bellied beggar-woman, with 
two children in her arms^ and three at 
her back. 

Laftly, the probability of this fyftem ap- 
pears from the difficulty of accounting for 
the fufFerings of many innocent creatures 
without it : for if we look around us, we 
cannot but obferve a great and wretched 
variety of this kind; numberlefs animals 
fubjefted, by their own natures, to many 
miferies, and by our cruelties to many 
more; incapable of crimes, and confe- 
quently incapable of deferving them; 
called into being, as far as we can dif- 
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cover, only to be miferable for the fervicc 
or diverfion of others lefs meritorious than 
thcmfelvesj without any poffibility of pre- 
venting, deferving, or rcceivbg recom- 
pence for their unhappy lot, if their whole 
cxiftence is comprehended in the narrow 
and wretched circle of their prefent life. 
But die theory here inculcated, removes 
all thefe difficulties, and reconciles all thefe 
fcemingly unjuft difpenfations with the 
ftriftcft juftice: it informs us, that thefe 
their fufferings may be by no means un- 
deferved, but the juft punilhipents of theu- 
former miftehaviour in a ftatc, where, by 
means of their very vices, they may have 
efcaped them. It teaches us that the pur- 
fued and perfecuted fox was once probably 
fome crafty and rapacious minifter, who 
had purchafed by his ill-acquired wealth 
that fafcty, which he cannot now procure 
by his flight: that the bull, baited with 
all the cnielties that human ingenuity or 
human malevolence can invent, was onoq 
fome rekml«is tyrant, who had infiifted al^ 

the 
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the tortures which he now endures: that 
the poor bird> blinded, imprifoned^ and at 
laft ftarved to death in a eage^ may have 
been Ibme unforgiving creditor; and the 
widowed turtle, pining away life for the 
lofs of her mate, ibme fafhionable wife re-* 
joicing at the death of her hufband, which 
her own ill-uiage had occa(ioned« 

Never can the delicious repaft of roafted 

lobfters e^ccite my appetite, whilfl: the ideas 

of the tortures in which thofe innocent 

creatures have expired, prcfent themfclves 

to my imagination. But when I confl- 

der that they muft have once probably 

been Spaniards at Mexico, or Dutchmen 

at Amboyna, I fall to, both with a good 

fiomach and a good confeience, and pleafe 

myfelf with the thoughts, that I am thus 

offering up a facrifice acceptable to the 

manes of many millions of maflacred In«- 

dians. Never can I repofe myfelf with 

fatisfa£tion in a poft-chaife, whilft I look 

upon the ftarved, foundered, ulcerated, 

and excoriated animals, who draw it, as 

K 2 m^rc 
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mere horfes, condemned to fuch cxquifite 
and unipcicrited torments for my conve- 
nience ; but when I rcfleft, that they once 
muft undoubtedly have .exifted in the cha- 
racters of turnkeys of Newgate, or fathers 
of the holy inquifition, I gallop on with 
as much eafe as expedition ; and am pcr- 
feftly fatisfied, that in purfuing my jour- 
ney, I am but the executioner of the ftrifteft 
juftice, 

I very well know that thefe fentiments 
will be treated as ludicrous by many of 
my readers, and looked upon only as the 
productions of an exuberant imagination; 
but I know likcwife, that this is owing to 
ill-grounded pride, and falfe notions of 
the dignity of human nature : for they arc 
in thcmfelves juft and ferious, and carry 
with them the ftrongeft probability of 
thetr truth j fo ftrong is it, that I cannot 
but hope it will have fome good efFeft on 
the condudt of thofe polite people, who 
are too fagacious, learned, and courageous 
to be kept in awe by the the threats of hell 

and 
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And damnation: and I exhort every fine 
lady tx) confider how wretched will be her 
condition, if after twenty or thirty years 
Ipent at cards, in elegant rooms, kept 
warm by good fires and foft carpets, fhe 
Ihould at laft be obliged to change places 
with ooe of her coach-horfes ; and every 
fine gentleman to refledl how much more 
wretched would be his, if, after wafting 
his eftate, his health, and his life in extra* 
vagance, indolence, and luxury, he fhquld 
again revive in the fituation of one of hi$ 
•reditorj. 
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NUMBER CLXXVm, 



NO T long fincc, I met at St, Jameses 
cofFce-houfe, an old acquaintance of 
mine. Sir Harry Prigg j who having been 
long rufticated and much altered,! ftiou^d 
never have - recoUefted, had it not been 
for the information of a fine old coat, in 
which I remembered him to have made a 
figure about town many years ago. Aftejp 
the ufual civilities had pafled between us^, 
amongft many other qi^eftions, he afked 
me when I had feen our pld fchool-fellowj, 
Sir John Jolly *. I anfwered, that I had 
laft fymmfr Ipent fome days with him at 

* Sec Number 153. 
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his country- feat. In a manner which w^uld 
have been highly agreeable to a perfon of 
a more falhionable turn^ but was to me 
rather fatiguing from its excefs of gaiety 
and hoipita]ity> which^ according to my 
unpolite taile^ were by no means con* 
iiftent with the foft and ierious pleaflires 
of a rural retirement. He faid, he per- 
feftly agreed with me in my fentiments, 
and paiTed his time in the country in con- 
£>rmity to them: his manner of life> he 
was fure^ would exadtly iliit me> and ob* 
ligingly be^ed I would make the experi- 
ment; adding, that he fliould go down 
in a few days, and would carry me with 
him in his chariot. I accepted his invi- 
tation, not fo much out of inclination, as 
curiofity to fee a new fcene of country life, 
formed on principles fb oppofite to what I 
had before experienced, and promifed to at- 
tend him at the time appointed. 

But firft it will be proper to give fome 
account of the birth, parentage, and edu- 
cation of my friend. He came young to 
K 4 his 
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his titlc^ and a fniall efl:ate> and was ibon 

after lent to the univerfity j where his title 

abfurdly giving him the rank of nobili* 

ty, and his eftate, though fmall, an ak 

lowance fufficient to fupport that rank at 

that place, he there contradled an afFefta- 

tion of grandeur, and a pert kind of felf- 

importance, which he has ever ilince rcr 

tained,"and which neither poverty nor for 

litude has yet been able to conquer. 

Haying in two or three years acquired 

the ufual advantages of that fort of edu-r 

cation, fuch as the arts of fporting, toaft^ 

ing, billiards, and coachmanfhip, he canie 

to London, entered into the gay world, 

and had addrefs and qualifications fulli- 

cient to introduce himfelf into what he 

ftill calls the beft company; that is, the 

company of fmarts, bucks, jockeys, and 

gamefters. Nor was he deficient in point 

of gallantry ; for he foon comrnenced an 

intrigue with the lifter of one of thefe his 

friends. Whether his intentions were at 

firft honourable, is pot pcrfcftly cleaj-; 

buj 
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but he was quickly obliged to declare 
them fo, being acquainted, that a lady of 
her rank was not to be trifled with, and 
that he mull either fight or marry ; the lat- 
ter of which he courageoufly chofe, as be- 
ing the moft daring aftion of the two. This 
lady had more gentility than beauty, more 
beauty than underftandlng, more under- 
ftanding than fortune, and a fortune about 
^qual to her reputation. She was tall and 
well-fliaped, carried her head very high, 
and being the younger daughter of the 
younger fon of the firft couGn of an Irifli 
baron, looked upon herfelf as a woman 
of quality. In a litde time Sir Harry 
heartily hated her for compelling him to 
piarry: and Ihe no lefs delpifed him for 
being compelled: fo that finding little 
Joappinefs at home, they were obliged to 
^ek it abroad at plays and routs, operas 
^nd gaming-tables, at no fmall expence. 
This could not continue longj fo that 
before one winter was at an end, thejr 
i}ifcQyere4 that the town air would not 

agree 
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agree with them, and fo retired to their 
country featj about forty miles from Lon- 
don; whither I ihall now conduct my 
reader. 

On the morning appointed, I attended 
early at their lodgings in town, where I 
found the poft-chariot at the door, and 
my friend (landing by it, with a long whip 
in his hand, ready to mount the box; 
faying at the fame time, that coachmen 
Were fuch infolent and expenfive rafcals, 
there was no keeping them, and that 
therefore he always chofe to be his own* 
In the parlour fat my lady and Colonel 
Macihean, a gentleman who had long 
been very intimate with Sir Harry, and 
not lefs fo with her ladylhip ; and in the 
paflage ftood a French woman, in a fack 
and long ruffles, with her arms foil of 
band-boxes and bundles ; which were . no 
fooner difpofed of in various parts of the 
• chariot, than my lady and myfelf, with her 
woman on a low ftool at our fctt, were 
ftuffed into the litde room that was left. 

Sir 



r 



t «39 1 

$ir Harry mounted the box, his valet dc 
ehambre rode by, and a fhivcling footboj 
climbed up behind. Thus the the whole fa- 
mily, with their baggage, and myfelf into 
the bargam, were conveyed without tho 
cxpence of either a ftagc-coach or a wag- 
jgon. 

Nothing pafled during our journey 
worth relating. Her ladylhip Ipoke little, 
land that little wa$ only complaints of her 
bad nerves, and ill 'ftate of health; to 
which, having no expcftation of a fee, I 
paid little attention, They both declared, 
that nobody but a carrier would dine at 
^n inn, wherefore they never ftopped on 
the road ; fo wjth the affiftance of a frefh 
pair of horfes, that had come twenty miles 
that morning without a bait, about fun- 
fet we arrived at our journey's end. The 
Colonel got there before us, having rode 
poft: for Sir Harry frequently declare^ 
to us both, that though his friends were 
yrelcome, he never entertained their 
jiorfc^i that it was not the falhion of that 

country $ 
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country 5 neither my tx>rd **, nor the 
Duke of***, nor himfelf did it. 

It was not long before the dinner made 
its appearance; which was fo very gen- 
teel, that had it not been rendered uneat- 
able by a bad affeftation of French cook- 
cry, it would not have been half fufficient, 
after fo many miles travelling, and fo long 
fading. At the conclufion we had mead, 
wUch pafled for tokay, and elder win^ 
which Sir Harry fworc was the beft Bur- 
gundy in England, and that he himfelf 
had imported it, in conjunftion with a 
noble lord in the neighbourhood. Over 
ft glafs of this, the cloth being removed, 
he informed us, *^ that when the fmokc 
** of London, and the bad hours incident 
•* to keeping good company, would no 
^* longer agree with his own or his wife's 
« conftitution, he had determined to feek 
** health and quiet in an elegant retire^- 
^ mcnt. He had been offered indeed a 
^ feat in parliament, and a confiderablt 
^ employment i but his crazy conftitution 

" would 
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^ would not permit him to accept of thtf 
" one, nor his found principles of tho 
" other. Retirement was their objeft ; 
" therefore all they dreaded was the hor- 
" rible irruptions of a country neighbour-' 
" hood 5 but this they had happily pre- 
" vented. That indeed on their firft 
" coming, every family withifi ten miles 
** round, tormented them with their im- 
^' pertinent vifits ; but they returned none, 
** af&onted them all, and fo got rid of 
^* them. Don't you think we did right, my 
^^ dear ?" turning to his wife. " I think,'* 
anfwere4 flie in a furly and dejefted voice, 
*' that it is better to forget the ufe of 
" one's tongue, than to converfe with 
" fquires wives, and parfons. daughters.'* 
" You are right, madam," added the Co- 
lonel, with an oath and a loud laugh j 
" for what can one learn in fuch a damned 
" company ?" " To-morrow," fays my 
friend, addrcffing himfelf to me, " you 
^ Ihall fee that we want no. company, and 
" that we can fufEciently amufe ourfelves 

" with 
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*' with building and planting, widi im* 
*^ provements and alterations^ which I dare 
" lay will be honoured with your appro- 
<« bation/' 

Accordingly the next momingj, as ibon 
as breakfaft was finifhed^ my lady and the 
Colonel retired into her drefling-room to 
cribbagc, and Sir Harry and myfelf to re* 
connoitre the place* The houfe Hands at 
the end of a dirty village, and clofe by ic 
are a few tame deer, * impounded in an 
orchard, to which he gives the pompous 
title of a park. Behind is a fen, which he 
calls a piece of water, and before it a 
goofe-common, on which he beftows the 
name of a lawn. It was built in that de- 
plorable asra of Englifh architedhire which 
introduced high doors, long windows, 
fmall rooms, and corner chimneys; and 
of gardening, which projefled gravel 
walks, dipt y(iws, and ftrsut-lined ave- 
nues, with a profufion of brick walls, iron 
palifado*s and leaden images. But all 
thefe (JefeAs, and many others, he ' has 
t now 
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now correfted by a judicious application 
of modern taftc. His doors are (b re- 
duced, you cannot enter with your hat 
on; and his windows are fo contraAedj 
that you have fcarce light enough to find 
it, if you pull it oE In the midft of the 
front, one large bow-window is ftuck on, 
refcmbling apiece ofwhited brown paper 
plaiftered on a broken nofe; and a great 
room is added behind to dine in, which, 
was it ever inhabited, would make all the 
little ones appear ftill lefs: but having 
never yet been fumifhed, for want both of 
calh and credit, it remains at prefent only 
a repoCtory for broken china, a pair of 
backgammon tables, and children's play- 
things. His brick-walls are converted 
into chimneys and ovens, and his yew- 
trees fupply. them with faggots : his iron- 
. work is fold to the blackfmiths, and his 
heathen gods to the plumber, for the 
pious ufe of covering the parifh-church : 
his gravel walks are fown with grafs ; and, 
he frequently repeats that frugal, yet gen- 
teel 
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^cel maxim^ that (heep are the beft garden* 
ers. His horfe-pond being made Terpen^ 
tine, is become itfelefs, left it (hould ht 
trod up; and his fences, being all Chi- 
nefe, are no fences at all ; the horfes leap- 
ing over, and the hogs walking under 
them at their pleafure. The tranfplanted 
avenue is expiring in leaflefs platoons; 
the kitchen-garden, for conveniency, is 
removed two furlongs from the houfe; 
and the kitchen itfelf unjuftly turned out of 
doors, for fmelling ofvi6tuals; a crime of 
which it has ever been acquitted by the 
voice of the whole country. 

When our furvey was finilhed, our 
amufements were all at an end ; for within 
doors the pleafures both of fociety and 
folitude were equally wanting. Of our 
converfation I have given a fpecimenj 
and books there were none, except a fmaH 
one containing tunes for the French horn, 
belonging to Sir Harry, and the third vo- 
lume of Peregrine Pickle, and a methodift 
prayer-book, the property of her ladyfhip- 
I I begaft 
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I began now to wifli for a litde of my 
fiiend Sir John's holpitality, of which 
there was not here the Icaft appearance. 
We heard not of a human creature, ex- 
. cept by their injuries and infults, not 
altogether indeed unprovoked; for the 
pantry and the cellar, though ufually 
empty, were always locked. Strong-beer 
there was none; and the fmall, though 
nobody at home could drink it, was not 
fuffered to be given away. The fervants 
were always out of humour, and frequently 
changing ; and the tradefmen who brought 
their bills, were paid only by a wrangle, 
or a draught on fome tenant who owed np 
rent. There was not a neighbour very 
near, except the parfon of the parifli, and 
Alderman Grub, a rich citizen, who had 
purchafed a confiderable part of it from 
Sir Harry. With thefe they lived in a 
ftate of perpetual hoftilities: they quar- 
relled with the Alderman for prefuming 
to buy an eftate which they wanted to 
fell ; and the parfon quarrelled with then)> 
Vol. IL L bccaufe 
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becaufc he was in pofleflion oi the only 
living in the gift of Sir Harry, and the 
Alderman had a much better to dilpole 
of. By the encouragement of thefe good 
neighbours, and their own ill condudt, con'* 
fifting of a ftrange mixture of iniblence and 
avarice, of meannefs and magnificence^ they 
were delpifed, perfecuted, and af&onted by 
all around them. Their pigs were worried, 
their poultry murdered, their dogs poi- 
foned, their game deftroyed, their hedges 
broke, and their hay-ftacks fct on fire. 
They were hiffed and hooted at j and now 
and then a great pair of horns were fixed 
on their gates; an inlult at which they were 
highly enraged, but the meaning of which 
neither Sir Harry nor my lady, not even 
with the afllftance of the Colonel, could ever 
guefs at. 

I foon grew weary of this land of con* 
teotion and uneafinefs} and, having r&- 
courfe to the old excufe of urgent bufi- 
nefs, I took my leave, and went poft to 
town i reflecting all the way with furprife 
6 on 
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on the ingenuity of mankind, to render 
themfelves at once miierable and ridictdousi 
and lamenting that the happineis and inno- 
cence of rural life are now fcarce any where 
to be found. 
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SHORT BVT SBRIOVS 

REASONS 

F e ft A 

NATIONAL MILITIA. 

MilitUL pctior.. Hpit. 
WRITTEN IN THB YEAR I757v 

IN this age of levity and ridiculei k is 
extremely diifHcult to procure a feHotts 
attention to any propofal, however impor- 
tant, or however wifely calculated for the 
public benefit i but fure if there ever was 
a proportion deferving attendon ftom 
every true Englifhman, it is this for the 
eftablilhment of a National Miiitiaj now 
under the confiderarion of the Icgiflature i 
on the fuccefs of which I fincerely think, 
L 3 that 
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diat bur glory abroad, our fecurity at home, 
and our very being a& a nation, entirely 
depends 

So manifeft is the truth of this to the 
meaneft and mod abfurd underftandings, 
that I never met with one of that kind 
who has not bceh dearly convinced of it ; 
to fuch therefore I Ihall not here jddrels 
^yfel^ but to the wife and fagacious only, 
many of whom, to my great furprize, I 
have found of a very diiFcrcnt c^inion ; 
to thcfe then I fhall endeavour to prove, 
in ai few* words as poffible, the truth of the 
following proportions : 
;. ift, Tiiat fuch a thilitia may foon be 
xcndcfed not at all inferior to our prefent 
regular forces* 

:;i iadly. That it will efFeftually fecure our 
lihertiesj properties, and religion. 
. . Jdly, That it will ftrengthen the hands 
iQfgoyernmwti 

• 4thly, That it will reduce the price of 
pur provifions ajad manufadures, an4 exr 
$cj»d puf trade. 
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5thly, That it will increafe the number 
of our people ; and, 

Laftly, That it may be carried into 
execution without any expence to the 
public. 

Firft, then, I Ihall endeavour to prove 
that a militia may very foon be rendered 
not at all inferior to our prefent regular 
forces: and whoever will look back on 
the behaviour of thefe forces for fomc 
years paft both by land and fea, will be 
convinced that this is no very arduous 
undertaking; nor be under any doubt> 
but that after a few days exercife they 
will behave as valiantly as our regiment* 
at Falkirk, Prefton Pans, or Ofwegoj or 
our fleets in the Mediterranean*. Nor 

*. Since the writing of this, the bravery and con- 
ittdl of our regular forces, both by fea and land, in 
every quarter of the globe, have been fo unexam* 
pled, timtj notwithftanding the author's partiality 
for the Militia» he is candid enough to acknow-^ 
ledge^ that he begins to have fome fmall doubts, 
whether thofe corps may ever be able altogether to 
equal them. 

L 4 can 
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can I indeed comprehend from whence 
their inferiority fliould proceed; unleis 
ftrong beer fhould infpire lefs true cou« 
rage dian gin ; or bebg trained in a coun- 
try church-yard, produce a lefs familiarity 
with death than performing the fame ex- 
crcife in the gay fcenes of Hyde-Park or 
St. James's. If it be objefted that th^ 
will be deficient in military knowledge 
and experience ; I anfwer, they will fight 
tlie better: the utility of thefe qualifica- 
tions in the day of batde is a vulgar error^ 
propagated like all others, for want of rea- 
foningi for all fightmg being in its own 
nature contradidory to common fenfe, it 
can never be promoted by knowledge; 
military knowledge therefore can never 
be that fort of knowledge which enables 
men to fight; but that which enables 
them to find out good reafons for not 
fighting ; or if they fhould be bad, to call 
in the affiflance of councik of war and 
court-martials to make them better. 
Much lefs fure will experience induce 
4 men 



C 153 1 

men to fight, ynlcfs we can believe that 
wounds and bruifcs, like coffee and tobacco, 
though dilagreeablc at firft tafting, grow 
pleafant by frequent repetitions. 

Secondly, That fuch a militia wiU fe- 
cure our liberties, properties, and religi- 
on. The liberties we (b juftly value in 
this country are thefe, that every one may 
think and write, and fay and do whatever 
he pleafesj our properties comprehend 
all things of which we are in poffeffion, 
by whatever means they have been ac- 
quired; thefe can certainly no way be fo 
effcftuUy fecured to us as by the ufe of 
arms, by which we may at all times de- 
fend ourfelves from the attacks of judges 
and juries, from writs and eje6tmentS| 
from gaols and pillories, with all the ty- 
ranny of juftices, and impertinence of con- 
0:ables, grievances not to be endured in 
a free country. As to our religbn, a 
fcheme of this kind mufl: have moft fa- 
lutary effefts, fince a bill only for its 
eftabliihment has already produced una- 
nimity 
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■imity between our church divines and- 
dillenters in one fcnfible and pious opi- 
nion * i an event perhaps not eafy to be re- 
membered on any other occafion. 

Thirdly, That if will flxengthen the 
hands of government, which in this na- 
tion being, by the Confent of all true 
patriots, allowed to be the fole right of 
the ioWeft of the people, or mob, with 
whom fuch patriots wonderfully agree in 
their political fentiments, what can io effec- 
tually fecure to them the dominion they 
now exercife over us, as putting arms into 
tfadf hands, and teaching them how to ufe 
^em? This mult: certdnly ftrengthen the 
hands of thefe our governors, and confe- 
qucndy of government itfelf. 

Fourthly, It will reduce the price of our 
provifions and manufa£tures, and extend 
our trade ; becaufe when the good people of 
England are thus armed and difciplinedr 
they will be enabled to take away meat> 

* In oppofing that part of it which enafted, that the 
Mnida Ihottld be cxcmfed on Sundays. 

corn. 
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corn, and malt, and all other provifiotii 
from foreftallers and ingroffers, butchers^ 
millers, and farmers, at a reafonable price, 
of which they themfelves muft always be 
the beft and moft impartial judges. When 
the price of provifions is thus happily re- 
duced, that of our manufactures muft 
inevitably fall in due proportion ; and the 
reduftion of thefe muft as certainly carry 
more of them to foreign markets, and 
confequendy extend our trade. The truth 
of this has been fo often demonftrated by 
all writers on trade, and all whofe trade is 
writing, that it is here needlefs to lay any 
niore on the fubjedt. 

Fifthly, That it will increafe the num« 
ber of our people: to be convinced of 
which, gende reader, figure to thyfelf all 
the handfomeft young fellows in every 
county, each armed like the hero in a 
romance, dreft, powdered, and toupeed 
by the reforming hand of a genteel ferr 
jeant ; then turn thy eyes to the numerous 
groupe of fair Ipeftators in Sunday gowns, 
aiid clean linen^ who will not f^ to at- 
tend 
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tend fo tempting a fhow; then if thou 
hail: not loft all feeling both mental and 
corporeal) thou canft not doubt but that 
fo much valour on one fide, and fo much 
beauty on the other, will certainly pro* 
duce much mutual afFeftion, and that 
this will as infallibly be the caufe of much 
procreation, and in a great mcafure repair 
the lofles occafioned by our migrations to 
America, and the depredations of ^. 
If it be objefted, that to balance this, 
many lives will be loft by the inftitution 
of thefe forces, by the accidental difcharge 
of their firelocks, *or the too valiant ufe of 
their fwords in drunken quarrels -, I an- 
fwer, thefe accidents may fometimes hap- 
pen ; but, as on the itioft moderate com- 
putation, every one in thefe corps will 
probably beget three children before he 
kills one man, it cannot fail to increafe 
the number of our people. Though this 
good efFeft of this truly national fchemc 
has not, that I know of, been obfervcd by 
any author, who has undertaken to recon^ 

mend 
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rtierid it to the public, yet it has not 
cfcaped the quick-fighted eyes of our fa- 
gacious Icgiflature * -, who, on this very 
account, have this year voted a large fum 
to the Foundling Hofpital, and propofe to 
increafe it ftill further as loon as thefe na- 
tional forces begin to a<9: in the fervice of ' 
their country. j 
Laftly, That it may be carried into ? 
execution without any expence to the 
public, and this by a method fo extremely . 
obvious, that it is furprifing the wifdom '] 
of Parliament has not difcovered it. The 
method I mean is no more than this : that 
as every man who attends on the days of 
exercife, and continues fober, is by the ^ 
prefent bill to receive fixpence, I would | 
have it -further ena6ted, that every one* 
who is drunk on thofe days, fliould pay the 
laid fum of fixpcnce, to be applied towards 
the fupport of this national force, a very 

• This feffions the parliament voted a intioh greater 
fdm to the Foundling Hofpital^ than had ever been be- 
fore thought on; 

fmaU 
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finall penalty, fure> for fo great a negleft 
of duty where the lafety of his country k 
at ftake<, Now, whoever has been prefcnt 
at a &ir, a feffions, a horfe-^race, an aflizes, 
a cricket-match, or a vifitadon, or any 
other numerous meeting m the country, 
muft know, that on the moft enlarged 
computation, the number of fober cannot 
exceed the proportion of one in ten of 
thofe who are drunk; and there is no 
reafon that I know of to fuppofe that the 
majority will be lefs on this occafion. If 
foy the public, we fee, will receive nine 
times the fum every day that it will be re- 
quired to pay, and confequently the re- 
maining eight parts will amply fupply 
thefe forces with arms, ammunition, 
cloaths, and accoutrements. But, if this 
fliould not be found quite fufficient, con-» 
fidering how frequently they will proba- 
bly be loft, a fmall matter laid on tiaths^ 
many of which they will readily learn, 
from the inftruftioos of their ferjcants, 
would eafily fupply all defidances i and . 

if 
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if the landed officers of thefe corps 
would fubmic to die lame penalde^, it 
would much increafe the fund; but aS 
thefe gentlemen, who are to receive no-* 
thing for being fober, may think it hard to 
pay fixpence for being drunk, I would by 
no means infift on their being included, 
efpecially as I doubt not but the fum thus 
raifed will be fufHcient to defray all ex-^ 
pences, and totally to indemnify the pub- 
lic revenues. 

The objections made to this fchemc arc 
fo frivolous and abfurd, that they are by 
no means worthy of obfervation; but of 
one or two I will jufl: take notice. It is 
aflerted, that gendemen of eftates in the 
country, will never fubmit to the duty 
of officers without pay j but whoever con- 
liders how ready thefe gentlemen are, on 
aU occafions, to execute the offices of 
juftices of the peace, commiffioners of 
taxes, and turnpikes $ how earneft toipend 
half their time, and all dicir eftates, to z,c^ 
quire fe^ts> and to attend dieir duty in 

Parliament, 
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Parliament^ from whence no pofllble ad- 
vantage can accrue^ muft be fatisfied that 
this is but an unjxift fufpicionj founded on 
no realbn^ and inconfiftent with the true 
zeal which they have ever Ihewn in the caufe 
of their country. 

It is alio apprehended^ that many of 
thefe gendemen, by indolence^ corpulency, 
^8^9 or gout> will be rendered incapable of 
fighting; but the very rcverfe of this is 
certainly true, becaufe thefe very infirmi- 
ties will make it impoflible for them to 
run away. 

And now having demonftrated the 
truth of every one of my propofitions be- 
yond the ptwer of all minifterial fcrib- 
biers to difapprove, I fhall conclude, by 
recommending this ncceffary fcheme to 
the proteftion of all true lovers of their 
country, earneftly wifhing, that nothing 
may prevent it from being put in execu- 
tion as foon as poffible : then, O Britain, 
O n^ country, will I congratulate thee 
on the confununation of thy proiperity, 

and 
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and the happy pericxi of all thy calami- 
ties. Long have thy true patriots wifhed 
to fee thee engaged fingly in a war with 
France, which, from thy natural fuperio- 
rity, muft always be attended with glorjr 
and fuccefs: long haft thou groaned un« 
der the opprelTions of mercenary allies 
abroad, and rapacious minifters at home: 
but at laft the time the happy time is ar- 
rived, when our wiflics are all fulfilled, and 
our misfortunes wiped away j when we are 
in full pofleflion of fuch a glorious war, with-* 
out any allies, or any adminillration at all. 

■ quod optanti nemo promittere Divum 
Auderet^ volvenda Dies en attuUt uUro! 
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THOUGHTS 

ON THE 

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES 

OF THE 
PRESENT HIGH PRICE OF 

PROVISIONS. 

Privafus Hits cen/ks erat brevis 
Cemmuae magnum^ 

TH E high price of provifions, and 
all the neceflaries of life^ is an evil 
fo inconvenient to all conditions of men^ 
and fo intolerable to fome, that it is not 
furprifing that all fliould fufFer it with 
much difcontcnt, and many be drove by 
it into defpair^ or into riot^ rapine^ and 
all kinds of diibrders. The latter^ indeed^ 
we cannot but expeft^ if we confider^ that 
the enemies of all government and fubor* 
M 2 dination^ 
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dlnation, fo numerous in this country, 
i^ill not fail to avail themfclves of this 
favourable opportunity, to Ipread univerfal 
diffatisfaftion, and inflame the minds of 
the people to feek redrefs by fuch infa- 
mous and dangerous methods. This they 
endeavour, too fuccefsfuUy, to effed, by 
daily reprefenting in the public papers, 
that this calamity arifes from the artifice^ 
of monopolizers, regraters, forefl:allers, and 
engroflers, encouraged, or at leaft con-^ 
rived at, by miniflers defirous of opprcf^ 
fing the people, and parliaments unatten^. 
tive to their complaints, h is hard to 
fay, whether the ignorance of thefe writers, 
or their malevolence, is fuperior i or, whe- 
ther the abfurdity of their principles, or 
the milchief of them, is the greateft : buf 
one may venture to affirm, that our peo- 
ple, notwithftanding the prefent fcarcity, 
are ftill tetter fed than taught. This un- 
floubttdly makes it neceffary, at this time, 
that the true caufes of this evil Ihould be 
explained to thena 5 which; if it kffcns 

pot 



not their wants, may in fome mcafiire abate 
their ill-founded indignation* 

To this end I fhall endeavour to fheW| 
as concifely as poflible, that the prefent 
high price of provifions arifes principally 
from two fources 5 the increafe of our na-«' 
tional debts, and the increafe of jour riches j 
that is, from the poverty of the publici 
and the wealth of private individuals. From 
what ca^fes thefe have been increafedj 
and whai have been the efFefts of that in- 
creafe, Ihall be the fubjeft of the few foUow- 
.ing p^ges. 

It will furely be unneceflary to enquire 
into the caufes of the late immenfe increafe 
of our national debtj whoever remembers 
the many millions annually borrowed, 
funded, and expended, during the laft 
war, can be under no difficulty to account 
for its increafe. To pay intereft for* 
thefe new funds, new taxes were everj^ 
year impofed, and additional burthens laid 
on every comfort, and almoft every necef- 
iary of life, by former taxes, occafioned 
'M 3 by 
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by former wars, before fufficicndy loaded* 
Thefe muft unavoidably increafe the 
prices of them, and that in a much greater 
proportion than is ufually underftood : for 
z/ duty laid on any commodity does not 
only add the value of that duty to the price 
of that commodity, but the dealer in it 
muft advance the price double or treble 
times that fum ; for he muft not only re- 
pay himfelf the original tax, but muft 
have compenfation for his loffes in trade 
by bad debts, and lofs of intereft by his 
increafed capital. Befides this, every new 
tax docs not only afFeft the price of the 
commodity on which it is laid, but that 
of all others, whether taxed or not, and 
with which^ at firft fight, it feems to have 
xvo manner of connexion. Thus, for in- 
ftance, a tax on candles muft raife the price 
of a coat or a pair of breeches : becaufe, 
out of thefe, all the taxes on the candles 
of the wool-comber, weaver, and the tay- 
lor, muft be paid: a duty upon ale muft 
raiie the price of fhocsj becaufe from 
I them 
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Uiem all the taxes upon ale drank by tlic 
ianner, leather-dreffer, and Ihocmaker, 
which is not a little, muft be refunded. 
No tax is immediately, laid upon cdrni 
but the price of ic muft neceflarily be ad- 
vanced; becaufe, out of that, all the in- 
numerable taxes paid by the farmer on 
windows, foap, candles^ malt, hops, lea- 
ther, fait, and a thoufand others, muft be 
repaid: fothat corn is as efFeftually taxed, 
as if a duty by the bufliel had been pri- 
marily laid upon itj for taxes, like the 
various ftreams which form a general in-, 
undation, by whatever channels they fe* 
parately find admiflion, unite at laftj and 
overwhelm the whole. The man, there- 
fore^ who fold fand upon an afs, and raifed 
the price of it during the late war^ though 
abufed for an impofition, moft certainly 
afted upon right reafonsj for, though 
there were no new taxes then impofed 
either on fand or affes, yet he found by 
experience, that, from the taxes laid on 
almoft all other things^ he could neither 
M 4 maintain 
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maintain h'mfelf, his wife, or his afi, as 
cheap as formerly i he was therefore under 
a neceffity of advancing the price of his 
iandj out of which alone all the taxes which 
he paid muft be refunded. Thus, I think, 
it is evident beyond all doubt, that the in« 
creafe of taxes muft increafe the price of 
every thmg, whether taxed or not ; and that 
this is one principal caufe of the prelcnt ex- 
traordinary advance of provilions, and all 
the neceflaries of life. 

The other great fource, from whence 
this calamity arifes, is certainly our vaft 
increafe of riches ; the caufes and conic-, 
quences of which, I will now briefly confi- 
der. That our riches are in fad amazingly 
increafed within a few years, no one, who 
is in the leaft acquainted with this country, 
can entertain a doubt: whoever will caft 
his eyes on our public works, our roads, 
our bridges, our pavements, and our hof- 
pitals, the prodigious extenfion of our ca- 
pital, and in fome proportion that of every 
confiderable town in Great-Britain i who- 
ever 
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?evcr Will look into the poffcflions and dt-* 
pences of individuals, their houfcs, fur- 
niture, tables, equipages, parks, gardens,- 
cloaths, plate, and jewels, will find every' 
where round him fufficient marks to teftii^^ 
to the truth of this propofition. This great 
increafe of private opulence is undoubt- 
edly owing to the very fame caufe which 
increafed our national debt ; that is, to the 
enormous expences and unparalleled fuc- 
<:cfi of the late war j and indeed very 
much arifes from that very debt itfclC 
Every million funded is in feft a new crc^ 
ation of fo much wealth to individuals, 
both of principal and intercft; for thd 
principal being cafily transferable, ope-^ 
rates exaftly as fo much cafh; and tht 
intereft, by enabling fo many to confum6 
the commodities on which taxes are hid 
for the payment of it, in a great meafure, 
produces annually an income to difchargc 
itfelf. Of all the enormous fums then 
expended, little befides the fubfidies, 
granted to German Princes, was loft to 

thff 
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the individuals of this country, thougK 
die whole was irrecoverably alienated 
from the public -, all the reft annually re- 
turning into the pockets of the merchants* 
contra£torSj brokers, and ftock-jobbers, 
enabled them to lend it again to the pub- 
lic on a new mortgage the following year. 
Every emiffion of paper credit by bank- 
notes, exchequer and navy bills, fo long 
as they circulate, anfwers ail the purpofes 
of fo much additional gold and filver as 
their value amounts to i if we add to thefe 
"the immenfc riches daily flowing in fince 
that period from our commerce, extended 
gver every quarter of the globe, from the 
new channels of trade opened with Ame- 
rica, and the amazing fums imported 
from the Eaft Indies, it will not fure be 
difficult to account for the opulence of 
the prefent times, which has enabled men 
to increafe their expences, and carry lux- 
ury to a pitch unknown to all former 
ages. 

The effefts of this vaft and fudden in- 
creafe. 



creafe of riches^ are no lefs evident thait 
their caufe: the Brft^ and mo(t obvious 
cffeft of the incrcafe of nione^, is the de- 
crcafe of its value, like that of all other 
commodities; for money being but a 
commodity, its value muft be relative, that 
is, dependant on the quantity of itfelf, 
and .the quantity of the things to be pur- 
chafed with it. In every country where 
there is gre^t plenty of provifions, and 
^ut little money, there provifions muft be 
cheap, that is, a great deal of them will 
be exchanged for a litde money: on the 
contrary, where there are but litde provi- 
fions in proportion to the number of coa- 
fumers, and a great plenty of money, or 
what paflcs for money, there they will 
inevitably be dear; that is, a great 
deal of money muft be given to pur- 
chafe them. Thefe efFcfts muft etemally 
follow their caufes in all ages and in 
all countries; and that they havt 
done fo, the hiftory of all countries 
in all ages fuflicicndy informs us. The 
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Talue of fflonq^ at the time of the Norman 
conqucft, was near twenty times greater 
than at prefent; and it has been graduaUy 
decreafing from that period, in proportion 
as our riches have increaled: it has de« 
creafed not lels than one-third during the 
prefent century- and I believe one^half 
at lead of that third fince the commence- 
ment of the laft war, which I doubt not, 
could it be exaftly computed, would be 
found to be in due proportion to the in- 
creafe of its quantity, cither in real or fi6ti- 
tious cafli ; and that the price of provifions 
is advanced in the fame proportion during 
the fame period. 

The increafe of money does not only 
operate on the price of provifions by the 
diminution of its own value, but by ena- 
bling more people to purchafc, and confe- 
quently to confume them; which muft 
unavoidably likewife increafe their fcarci- 
ty, and that muft ftill add more to their 
price. Twenty rich families will con- 
f^mc ten times" as much meat, bread, but-.« 
* tcr* 
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ter, Ibap, and candles, as twenty poor fa- 
, milies confiding of the fame number ; and 
the prices of all thefe muft certainly rife 
in proportion to the demand. This ef- 
feft of the increafe of wealth in many 
countries of Europe, is very vifible at this 
day, and in none more than in the northern 
parts of this ifland, who having of late 
acquired riches by the introduftion of 
trade, manufaftures, and tillage, can how 
well afford to eat roaft beef, and therefore 
confume much of thofe catde, with which 
they were formerly glad to fupply us; 
^nd will not part with the reft but at 
prices greatly advanced. The confump- 
tion of every thing is alfo amazingly in- 
creafed from the increafe of wealth in our 
metropolis, and indeed in every corner of 
this kingdom j and the manner of living, 
throughout all ranks and conditions of 
men, is no lefs amazingly altered : the 
rherchant who formerly thought himfelf 
fortunate, if in a courfe of thirty or forty 
years, by a large trade and ftridt cecono- 
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myi he amafled together as many thou- 
fand pounds, now acquires in a quarter of 
that time double that fum, or breaks for a 
greater, and vies all the while with the firfl: 
of our nobility, in his houfes, table, furni- 
ture, and equipage : the ihop-keeper, who. 
ufed to be well contented with one difh of 
meat, one fire, and one maid, has now two 
or three dmes as many of each i his wife 
)ias her tea, her card-parties, and her dref- 
fing-room; and his prentice has climbed 
from the kitchen fire to the front boxes at 
the play-houfe. The loweft manufafturer 
and meaneft mechanic will touch nothing 
but the very hcG: pieces of meat, and the 
lineft white bread; and if he cannot ob* 
tain double the wages for being idle, to 
what he formerly received for working 
hard, he thinks he has a right to feek for 
a redrcfs of his grievances, by riot and , 
rebellion. Since then the value of our 
money is decreafed by its quantity, our 
confumption increafed by univerfal lux- 
ury, and the fupplies which we ufed to 

receive 
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l^celve from poorer countries, now alft 
grown rich, greatly diminifhed, the prefent 
exorbitant price of all the neceflaries of life 
can be no wonder. 

From what has been here offered, I 
think this may be readily accounted for, 
without having recourfe to foreftallers, 
regraters, engroffers, monopolizers, hig- 
lers) badgers, bounties, poft-chaifes, 
turnpike-roads, enlarging of farms, and 
the extenfion of the metropolis, with all 
that ridiculous catalogue of caufes, which 
have been affigned by effay-writers to this 
evil, and frequendy adopted by the ab- 
furdity of their readers? Hqw far all 6r 
any of thefe haye accidentally, collaterally, 
or locally contributed to augment the 
price of provifions, I cannot determinCi^ 
por do I think it of much importance tq 
enquires becaufe I am fatisfied, whatever 
pay have been their effefts, they could 
have had none at all, had they not beca 
i^ffifted by the firft and great caufe, the in^. 
greafe of riches j for no artifices of traders 

caii^ 
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can make their commodities dear in a 
poor country ; that is, fell things for a great 
deal of money, where there is little to be 
Ibund. It feems therefore to no purpofe, to 
iearch out for caufes of the prefcnt hi^ 
price of provifions, from fafts, whofe 
operations are uncertain, and reafons at 
bcft but fpeculative, when it is fufficiently 
jKTCounted for from thefe two great prin- 
ciples, the increafe of taxes, and the in- 
creafe of riches, principles as abfolutely 
indiiputable, and as demonftrable as any 
mathematical problem.' 

I Ihall now make fome curfory obfer- 
vatlons and fliort conclufions on the prin- 
ciples here advanced, which, allowing 
thefe to be true, can. admit of no doubt, 
yirft then, although the price of provifions 
is at prefent very high, they cannot with 
propriety be faid to be dear. Nothing is 
properly dear, except fome commodity, 
which, either from real or fiftitious fear- 
city, bears a higher price than ot£er 
things in the fame country, at the fame 
2 ' . time. 
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time; ^ In the reign of Henry II. the va- 
lue of money was ibout fifteen times 
greater than in the prefent age : a fowl 
then was fold for a penny, which cannot 
now be bought under fifteen pence j; but 
fowls are not for that reafon dtarcr now^ 
thaii they were at that time; becaufe one 
penny was then earned with as much la- 
bour, and when earned woiild fetch as 
much of every thing at market; as fifteen 
will in thefc dajrs : was the value of mo- 
ney now as great, and the price of other 
things as fmall^ as in thefe times, and pro- 
Vifions bore the fame price as at prefenti 
they would then be dear indeed, and the 
pamphleteers woidd have good reafon to 
impute their dearhefs to the frauds of cn- 
groffers and monopolizers ; but as the 
price of every thing befides, of houles, 
furniture, cloaths, horfes, coaches, fcts, 
perquifites, and votes, are all equally ad- 
vanced ; nay, as every pamphlet, which 
tifed to be fold for one ftiilling, has now 
infcribed on icg title-page^ price eighteen- 
VoL, Hi. N pence. 
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pencCy their own works are a confutadon 
of their arguments; for nonfenfe is a 
commodity in which there are too many 
dealers ever to fufier it to be monopolized 
or engroiSed. It is certainly therefore 
improper to fay that provifions arc dear, 
but we fliould rather affirm^ what is the 
real faft^ that money is cheap ; and if the 
complainants would ufe this expreflion 
inftead of the other, and at the fame time 
confider, that this arifes from the fucccis 
of ouf arms, and the cxtenfion of our 
trade, I am perfuaded, that if they were 
not Icls diftreffed, they would certainly 
be lefs difTatisfied, and would, perhaps, by 
degrees, comprehend, that, in a country 
engaged in expenfive wars and fuccefsfiil 
commerce, there muft be heavy taxes, and 
great riches; and that where there are 
taxes and riches, there the prices of pro- 
vifions, and all other things, muft be 
high, in ipite of all the efforts of mi- 
nifters or parliaments, who ought by no 
means to be blamed, for not efFedting im- 

poffibilitics. 
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paffibiUties, and counterafting the nature of 
things. 

Secondly, this cheapnefs of money in 
its confequenccs affefts different condi- 
tions of men in a very different manner 5 
to feme it operates exaftly in the fame 
manner as real dcarnefs and fcarcity, at 
the feme time that to others it gives con* 
fiderable advantages. All thofe who fub- 
fift on fettled ftipends, inuft inevitably be 
ruined by it : merchants, and traders of 
all kinds, ate greatly benefited; but the 
labourer and the land - owner are moft 
grievoufly opprefTed. Thofe who fubfift 
on fetded ftipends muft be ruined; be- 
caufe, if their incomes cannot be ad- 
vanced in proportion to the decreafe of 
the value of money, and the confcquent 
increafe of the prices of every thing, the 
jame nominal fum which would afford af- 
fluence in one age, will not prevent ftarv- 
ing in another ; of which we have nume- 
rous examples in our fchools, colleges, 
alms-houfes, and other charitable founda- 
N a tions. 
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tiofts. Merchants and traders are Cdtf- 
ftantly gainers by it; becaufe they can 
always raife the prices of whatever they 
deal in, fafter than the value of money 
decreafes : but the labourer, having no- 
thing to fubfift on but his daily work, 
muft ever be behind hand in advancing 
the price of his labour; becaufe he is not 
able to wait till it acquires its due propor- 
tion of value, and therefore by it he muft 
fufrer extremely. The land-owner like- 
wife cannot raife his rents in any propor- 
tion to the fall of the value of money; 
becaufe the charges of cultivation, the fa- 
mily-expences of the occupiers, and the 
maintenance of an increaling poor, all 
burthens infeparable from his land, muft 
all rife in proportion to that fall *, and thcfe 
muft perpetually retard his progrefs. The 
price of labour and of land muft by de- 
grees advance, as money decreafes in va- 
lue ; but, as thefe are the laft that will feel 
its efFefts, the labourer muft, in the mean 
time, be miferably pinched, and the land- 
owner 
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owner dreadfully impoveriflied by it. This 
15 not fpcculation, but a faft which is 
too well verified by experience at this 
time, through every part of this kingdom, 
where the labourer, with his utmoft in- 
duftry, cannot now procure a belly-fuU 
for himfelf and his family; and, notwith^ 
ftanding all the late improvements in 
agriculture, the very fame eftates in land 
which formerly maintained a large family 
in Iplendor and hofpitality, can now fcarc^ 
repair and pay window- tax for a fpacious 
manfion-houfe, and fupply the owner of 
it with the neceffaries of life. When I 
hear a merchant, contraftor, or broker call- 
ing out for war, arguing for new loans 
and new taxes, I wonder not, becaufe I 
know that they are enriched by them, and 
I know alfo that they have fagaclty enough 
to know it too ; but when I hear a landed 
gentleman talk the fame language, when 
I fee him eager for war, which muft in- 
volve him in new diftrefles^ encouraging 
loans, whpfe intereft he muft. p^y, pleading 
N 3 for 
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for taxes, which muft lie an eternal mort- 
gage upon his cftate, exulting in acquifi- 
tions of territories and commerce, which 
muft daily increafe his expences, and di- 
miniflb his income, and triumphing in 
viAories which muft undo him, I own I 
am furprifed, but at the fame time rejoice 
to find, that, in this enlightened age, 
there is ignorance ftill left amongft us, 
fufBcient to produce fo difinterefted a pa- 
triot. 

Laftly, from the foregoing premifcs 
one confequence evidendy appears, which 
feems to have efcaped the fagacity of our 
wifeft politicians, which is, that a nation 
m9.y, nay muft inevitably b^ ruined, who 
every year increafes her debts, notwith- 
ftanding her acquifitions by X^pnqueft or 
commerce bring in double or treble the 
fums which fhe is obliged to borrow : and 
this by a chain of caufes and confe- 
quences, which the efforts of no human 
power or wifdom are able to drfunite. 
New debts require new taxes ; and new 

taxes 
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taxes muft incrcafe the price of-provi* 
fions : new acquifitions of wealth, by de* 
creafing the value of money, ftill aggra- 
vate this evil, and render them ftill 
dearer; this dearnefs of provifions muft 
augment the price of labour; this muft 
advance the price of all manufaftures; 
and this muft dcftroy trade; the deftrudtion 
of trade muft ftarve the poor, expel the ma- 
nufadburers, and introduce univerfal bank- 
ruptcy, riot, and confufion. Artificers of all 
kinds will, by degrees, migrate into.cheapfer 
countries : the number of clergy, whofe 
education muft grow more expenfive, 
and incomes lefs valuable, will be inflif- 
ficient for parochial duty: the pay of na- 
vies and armies muft be augmented, or 
they will no longer defend a country which 
cannot maintain them; but rather them- 
lelves become her internal and moft dan- 
gerous enemies. 

From what has been here faid, t think 
it plainly appears, that the prefcnt exor- 
bitant price of provifions, and all the ne- 
N 4 ceflarics 
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ccflkrics of life, chiefly arifes from the ii^r 
creafe of our taxes, and of our riches | 
that is, from public poverty and private 
opulence, the fapal difeafe which has put ^ 
period to all the greatcft and mod flourifli- 
ing empires of the world j their dcftruc-r 
live efFe6ts have been fufficiently knowi| 
in all ages -, but the remedy fuccefsfully tp 
be applied to them, is yet a fecret. No ac- 
quiCtion of foreign wealth can be eflFc6lua| 
for this purpofe : was our whole national 
debt to be at once paid off, by the intro-r 
duftion of all the trea&res of the Eaft, 
it would but accelerate pur deftruftionj 
for fuch a vaft and fudden influx of riches 
would fo enhance our expences, and de- 
creafe the value of money, that we fhould 
at once be overwhelmed with luxury and 
>vant. The mofl concife method of cure 
would be to take fupeiiabyndant wealth 
from individuals, and with it difchargc 
the debts of the ppblic ; but here juftice, 
liberty, and law, would obftruft our 
progrefs with infurmountable difficulnes. 

Whoever 
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Whoever therefore would attempt this ft- 
lutary, but arduous undertaking, muft not 
begin by extirpating engroffcrs and regra* 
tcrs, nor by deftroying rats and Iparrows, 
thofe great foreftallers of the public mar- 
kets; but by gradually paying ofF that 
debt, not only by CEConomy, but by the 
mofl- avaricious parfimony, and as far as 
poffible by narrowing thofe- channels, 
fhrough which riches have flowed in fuch 
torrents into the pockets of private men : 
he muft be deaf to all mercantile appli- 
cation for opening new inlets of commerce 
at the public expence; he muft boldly 
relift all propofitions for fetding new co- 
lonies upon parliamentary eftimates; and 
moft carefully avoid entering into new 
wars: in fhort, he mvift obftinately refufe 
to add one hundred thoufand pounds to 
the national debt, though by that means 
millions could be introduced through the 
hands of individuals. How far thefe mea- 
fures are prafticable, or confiftent with 
the honour, dignity, or even advantage of 

this 
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"this country in other rcfpefts, I cannot de- 
tcrminc j but this I will venture to affirm, 
that by no others this calamity, fo loudly 
tnd fo juftly at this time complained of, can 
ever be redreffcd. 

By what has been here thrown out, I 
would by no means be underftood to mean 
to difcouragc the legiflature from enquir- 
ing into abufes, of which I doubt not but 
there arc many, and applying to them the 
moft efficacious and fpecdy remedies; 
much left to difapprove the falutary mea- 
fures they have already taken to redrefs 
this evil, the wifcft, and perhaps the only 
ones which arc pradticable for that end. 
I propofc only to leflcn the unreafonable 
cxpeftations many have formed of their 
fuccefs, and the indignation confequent 
from their difappointment j and to ftem 
a little thofe torrents of abfurdities, with 
which one is overwhelmed in all compa- 
nies both male and female. Every poli- 
tician at a cofFee-houfe has a noftrum for 
this difeafe, wliich he pronounces infalli- 
§ blCi 



[ 187 1 

ble J and abufes adminiftration for not Im- 
mediately adopting it. Projeftors every day 
hold forth fchemes unintelligible and im- 
prafticable; for not executing which, go- 
vernment is arraigned ; the ignorant fup- 
port them, the faftious make ufe of themi 
and oppofitions, knowing what it is to be 
hungry, pathetically bewail the miferies of 
the poor. The dowager at the quadrille- 
table, inveighs loudly againft the cruelty 
of parliament, for difregarding the voice of 
the people, and fufFering provifions to 
continue at fo exorbitant a price ; calls a 
king; and if Ihe happens to be beaded, 
grows more outrageous againft the mini- 
ftry; while the filent old general, her un- 
fortunate partner, in three fentences recom- 
. mends military execution on all butchers, 
bakers, poulterers, and fifhmongers, as the 
moft equitable and moft effeftual re- 
medy. Were thefe impertinences produftivc 
of no mifchiefl they would be only ridi- 
culous, and unworthy of ^ fcrious confuta- 
tion ', but as 
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Hr nug^ Jeria ducunt 
In mala '9 
as they tend to deceive, to difappoint, and to 
cxalperate the minds of the vulgar, and to 
leave thofe of their betters difcontented| 
^d diflfatisfied with government; what- 
ever fhall explain the true and fundamental 
caufes of this calamity to the people, and 
give fome check to the nonfenfe, which i^ 
every where wrote, talked^ and propagated 
pn this fubjeft, is an attempt, which may 
render great and important fervice both to 
the focial and the political world. 
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OBJECTIONS 

TO TBI 

TAXATION 
AMERICAN COLONIES, 

BY T H B 

tEGISLATURE OF GREAT BRITAlNi 

BRIIFLY CONSIDERED. 

WRITTEN IN THE YEAR X765: 

THE right of the legiflature of Great 
Britain to impofe taxes on her Aitie* 
rican colonies, and the expediency of ex- 
erting that right in the prefent conjunfhircj 
are propofitions fo indifputably clear, that 
I ihould never have thought it necefiary to 
have undertaken their defence, had not * 
many argunaents been lately flung out, 
2 both 
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both ia papers and convcrfation, which 
with infolcnce equal to their abfurdity de- 
ny them both. As thefe are ufually mixt 
up with feveral patriotic and favourite 
words, fuch as Liberty, Property, Eftg- 
lifhmen^ &c. which are apt to make ftrong 
impreffions on that more numerous part 
of mankind, who have ears but no under- 
ftanding, it will not, I think, be improper 
to give them fome anfwers : to this there- 
fore I fhall fingly confine myfelf, and do it 
in as few words as poflible, being fenfiblc 
that the fewefl: will give leaft trouble to my- 
felf, and probably moll information to my 
reader. 

The great capital argument, which I 
find on this fubjeft, and which, like an 
elephant at the head of a Nabob's army, 
being once overthrown, mull put the 
whole into confufion, is this: that no 
Englifliman is, or can be taxed, but by 
hit own confent : by which muft be meant 
one of thefe three propofitions ; either 
th^t no Englilhnian can be taxed without 

his 
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his own confent as an individual ; or tliat 
no Englifhman can be taxed without th« 
confent of the perfons he chufes to repre- 
fcnt him; or that no Englifhman can be 
taxed without the confent of the majority 
of all thofe, who are elefted by himfelf 
and others of his fellow- fubjedts to repre- 
fent them. Now let us impartially con- 
fider, whether any one of thefe propofi- 
tions are in fa6l true : • if not, then this 
wonderful ftrufture which has been erefted 
upon them, falls at once to the ground, and 
like another Babel, periflies by a confufion 
of words, which the builders themfelvcs arc 
unable to underftand. 

Firft then, that no Englifhman is or can 
be taxed but by his own confent as an indi- 
vidual : this is fo far from being true, that 
it is the very rcverfe of truth ; for no man 
that I know of is taxed by his own confent; 
and an Englifhman, I believe, is as little 
likely to be fo taxed, as any man in the 
world. 

Secondly, that . no Englifhman is, or 

can 
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tan be taxed, but by the confeiit of thofe 
|)crfons, whom he has chofc to reprefent 
him; for the truth of this I fliali appeal only 
to the candid reprefentatives of thofe un- 
fortunate counties which produce cyder, and 
Ihall willingly acquiefce under their deter- 
minationi 

Laftly, that fto Englifliman is^ or can bd! 
taxed, without the confent of the majo- 
rity of thofe, who are clefted by himfelf} 
and others of his fellow-fubjefts, to re- 
prefent them* This is certainly as falfc as 
the other two ; for every Englifliman isf 
taxed, and not one in twenty reprefented j 
copyholders, leafeholders, and all men 
poflcfled of perfonal property only, chafe 
no reprefentatives : Manchefl:er, Birming- 
ham, and many more of our richcft and 
mofl: flourifliing trading towns fend no* 
members • to parliament, confequently can- 
not confent by their reprefentatives, becaofe 
they chufe none to reprefent them ; yet arc 
they not Engliflimen ? or arc they not- 
taxed ? 

I am 
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. I am well aware, that I fliall hfear Locke, 
Sidney, Selden, and many other great 
names quoted, to prove that every Eng- 
lilhman, whether he has a right to vote for 
a reprefentativc or not^ is ftill reprelented 
in the Britifh parliament; in which opi- 
nion they all agree : on what principle of 
common fcnfe this opinion is founded I 
comprehend notj biit on the authority of 
fuch refpeftable names I fhall acknow- 
ledge its truth i but then I Will afk one 
queftion, and oh that I will reft the whole 
merits of the caufe : Why does not this 
imaginary reprefentation extend to Ame- 
rica, as well as over the whole ifland of 
Great Britain ? If it can travel three hun- 
dred nniles, why not three thoufand ? if it 
can jump over rivers and mountains, why 
cannot it fail over the ocean ? If the towns 
of Manchefter and Birmingham fending 
no reprefentatives to parliament, are not- 
withftanding there reprefented, why are. 
not the cities of Albany and Bpfton 
equally reprefented in that affembly ? Are 
they not alike Britilh fubjcfts? arc they 
Vol. IL O »« 
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not finglifhmcn ? oi* are they only Eftg^ 
liihtnen when they folicit for protcdtion, but 
not Englifhmen when taxes are required (O 
enable this country to proteft them ? 

But it is urged, that the colonies arc by 
their charters placed under di(tin6t govern- 
ments, each of which has a legiflative power 
within itfelf, by which alone it ought to be 
taxed ; that if this privilege is once given up, 
that liberty which every Englifhman has a 
right to, is torn from them, they are aU 
flaves, and all is loft. 

The liberty of an Englilhman is a phrafc 
of fo various a fignification, havmg within 
thefe few years been ufed as a fynonymous 
term for blalphemy, bawdy, treafon, li- 
bels, ftrong beer, and cyder, that I (hall 
not here prefume to define its meaning; 
but I fhall venture to affert what it cannot 
mean; that is, an exemption from taxes 
impofed by the authority of the parlia- 
ment of Great Britain j nor is there any 
charter, that ever pretended to grant fuch 
a privilege to any colony in America; 

and 
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irtd had they granted it, it could have had 
no force: their charters being derived 
from the crown, and no charter from the 
crown can poffibly fuperfede the right of 
the whole legiflature: their charters are 
undoubtedly no more than thofe of all 
corporations, which empower them to 
make bye laws, and raife duties for the 
purpofes of their own police, for ever fub- 
jeft to the fupcrior authority of parlia- 
ment ; and in fome of their charters, the 
manner of exercifing thefc powers is Ipe- 
cified in thefe exprefs words, " according to 
" the courfe of other corporations in Great 
" Britain;'* and therefore they can have no 
more pretence to plead an exemption from 
this parliamentary authority, than any other 
corporation in England. 

It has been moreover alledged, that, 
though parliament may have power to 
impofe taxes on the colonies, they have no 
right to ufe it, becaufe it would be an un- 
juft taxi and no fupreme or legiflativc 
power can have ,a right to enadt any law 

O 2 . IB 



in its nature unjuft: to this, I fliall onlf 
make this fhort reply, that if Parliament 
can impofe no taxes but what are equita- 
ble, and the perfons taxed are to be the 
judges of that equity, they will in efFeft 
have no power to lay any tax at all. No ta^d 
can be impofed exaftly equal on all j and if 
it is not equal, it cannot be jiift; and if 
it is not juft, no power whatever can im- 
pofe it ; by which Ihort fyllogifm, all tax- 
ation is at an end ; but why it Ihould not be 
ufed by Englifhmen on this fide the Atlan- 
tic, as well as by Aofe on the bther, I dof 
not comprehend. 

Thus much for the right. Let us now 
a little enquire into the expediency of this 
meafure j to which two objections have been 
made; that the time is improper, and the 
manner wrong. 

As to the firft, can any time be more 
proper to require fome afliftance from our 
colonies, to preferve to themfelves their 
prefent fafety, than when this country is 
almoft undone by procuring it ? Can a|iy 

time 
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' jime be more proper to impofe fome tax 
upon their trade, than when they arc ctir 
abled to rival us in our manufadlures, by 
the encouragenient and protedion which 
we have given them? Can any time be 
more proper to oblige them to fetde handr 
fonrie incomes on their governors, than 
when we fin4 them unable to procure 
fubfiftence on any other terms than thofe 
of breaking all their inftruftions, and be- 
traying the rights of their fovereign ? Can 
there be a more proper time to com- 
pel them to fix certain fajaries on their 
judges, than when we fee them fo depen- 
dent on the humours of their aflemblies, 
that they can obtain a livelihood no lon- 
ger than quam diu fe male geffmnt? Can 
there be a more proper time to force them 
to maintain an army at their expence, than 
when that army is neceflary for their pwpi 
proteftion, ancj we are utterly unab|e to 
fupport it? Laftly, can there be a more 
proper time for this mother countty to 
leave off feeding out of her own vitals, 

O 3 thefc 
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thefe chUdren whom (he has imrfed up, 
than when they arc arrived at fuch ftrength 
and maturity as to be well able to provide 
for themfdves, and ought rather with 
filial duty to give fomc afliftance to ha: 
diftreiTes. 

As to the manner; that is, the im« 
pofing taxes on the colonies by the autho- 
rity of parliament, it is faid to be harfh 
and arbitrary; and that it would have 
been more confiftent with juftice, at Icaft 
with maternal tendernefs, for adminiftra- 
tion here to have fetded quotas on each 
of the colonies, and have then tranf- 
mitted them with injunctions, that the 
fums allotted fhould be immediately raifed 
by their relpeftive legiflatures, on the pe- 
nalty of their being impofed by parlia- 
ment, in cafe of their non-compliance? 
But was this to be done, what would be 
the cbnfequencc ? Have their aflemblies 
(hewn fo much obedience to the orders of 
the Crown, that we could reafonably ex^ 
pe6l that they would immediately tax them-.. 

k\yc% 
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felves on the arbitrary command of a mi- 
nifter ? Would it be poffible here to fetde 
thofe quotas with jufticej or would any one 
of the colonies fubmit to them, were they 
tver fo juft? Should we not be compared 
to thofe Roman tyrants, who ufed to fend 
orders to their fubjefts to murder them- 
fclves within fo many hours, moft oblig- 
ingly leaving the method to their own 
choice, but on their difobedience threaten-, 
ing a more fevere fate from the hands of 
an executioner? And Ihould we not re- 
ceive votes, fpeechcs, refolutions, peti- 
tions, and remonftrances in abundance, 
inftead of taxes ? In fhort, we either have 
a right to tax the colonies, or we have not : 
if parliament is poffeiTed of this right, 
why fbould it be exercifed with more de- 
licacy in America, than it has ever been 
even in Great Britain itfelf ? If on the 
other hand, they have no fuch right, fure 
it is below the dignity as well as juftice of 
the legiflature, to intimidate the colonies 
O 4 with 



with vain threats, which they have rc^y nor 
right to put in execution. 

One method indeed ba? been hinted at^ 
and but one, that might render the exer- 
cifc of this power in a Britifli parliament 
juft and legal, which is the introdudion 
pf repreftntatiyes from the feveral colo- 
nies into that t>ody j but as this has never 
ferioyfly been propofed, I ftiall not here 
confider the irppraaicability of this me- 
thod; nor the efFefts of it, if it could be 
praftifed j but only fay, that I have lately 
feen fo many fpecimens of the great pow- 
ers of fpeech, of which thefe American 
gentlemen are ppffeflfed, that I ftiould be 
irnuch afraid, that the fudden importatioi| 
of fo much eloquence at ; once, would 
'greatly endanger the fafety and govern- 
ment of this country; or in terms more 
fafhionable, though lefs underftood, thk 
our mpft excellent conftitution. If we 
ican avail ourfelvcs of thefe taxes on no 
j;^her cpndition^ I Ihall. never look upon 

it 



|t as a meafure of frugality j being perfeftly 
fatisfied, that in the end, it will be much 
cheaper for us to p»y their army^ than their 
orators. 

I cannot omit taking notice of one pru^ 
dential rcafon, which I have heard frc^ 
quently urged againft this taxation of the 
colonies, which is this : that if they are by 
this means imppverifhed, they will be un- 
able to purchafe our manufaftures, and 
confequently we fhall lofe that trade, from 
which the principal benefit which we re- 
ceive from them muft arife. But furely, 
}t requires but litde fagacity to fee the 
ivcaknefs of this argument; for fhould 
fhe colonies raife taxes for the purpofes of 
their own government and proteftiort, 
would the money fo raifed be immediately 
annihilated? What fome pay, would nQt 
others receive ? Would not thofe who 
fo receive it, ftand in need of as many of 
our manufaftures as thofe who pay ? Was 
the army there maintained at the expence 
pf the Americans, would the foldiers want 

fewer 
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fewer coats^ hatSj fhirts, or fhoes, than at 
prcfent? Had the judges falaries afcer- 
tained to them^ would they not have occa^ 
iion for as coilly periwigs^ or robes of as 
cxpenfive fcarlet, as marks of their legal 
abilities, as they now wear in their prefent 
ftateof dependenqr? Or had their gover- 
nors better incomes fettled on them for 
obferving their inftrudtions, than diey can 
now with difficulty obtain for difobeying 
them, would they expend lefs money in 
their fevcral governments, or bring home 
at their return lefs riches, to lay out in the 
manufaftories of their native country ? 

It has been likewife afferted, that every 
fliilling which our colonies can raife either 
by cultivation or commerce, finally cen- 
ters in this country} and therefore it is 
argued, we can acquire nothing by their 
taxation, fince we can have no more than 
their all j and whether this comes in by 
taxes or by trade, the confcquence is the 
fame. But allowing this aflcnion to be 
true, which it is not, yet the reafoning 
5 ' upon 
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upon it is glaringly falfe : for furely it b 
not the fame, whether the wealth derived 
from thefe colonies flows immediately in- 
to the coffers of the public, or into the 
pockets of individuals, from whence it 
muft be fqueezed by various domcftic 
taxes before it can be rendered of any fer- 
vice to the nation : furely it is by no 
means the fame, whether this money 
brought in by taxes enables us to diminifh 
part of that enormous debt contradled by 
the laft expenfive war, or whether com- 
ing in by trade it enables the merchant, by 
augmenting his influence together with his 
wealth, to plunge us into new wars and new 
debts for his private advantage. 

From what has been here faid, I think 
that not only the right of the legiflature of 
Great Britain to impofe taxes on her Co^ 
lonies, not only the expediency, but the 
abfoluce neceffity of exercifing that right 
in the prefent conjundhire, has been fo 
clearly, though concifely proved, that it 
is to be hoped that in this great and im- 
portant 



portant qucftion, all parties and faftlons, .or 
in the more polite and fafliionabic term, all 
conncftions will moft cordially unite ; that 
every member of the Britifli Parliament, 
whether in or out of humour with adminir 
ftration, whether he has been turned out bcr 
caufe he has oppofed, or whether he op- 
pcfcs becaufe he h^s been turned out, will 
endeavour to the ufmoft pf his power to 
fiiport this meafure. A mpafure which muft 
not only be approved by every man, who 
has any property or common fenfc, buj 
which ought to be required by every Eng-? 
^ili fubject of an Englifh admini^ration. 



REFLEC- 



T ios 1 



REFLECTIONS 

o rf 

SEVERAL SUBJECT^- 

r 

AL L foolifh people are wife enough t<l 
be foon tired of their own connpany^ 
and therefore impatient of folitude, pcr- 
jjetually impofe it upon their unfortunate 
acquaintance. 

Thofe who are extrennely civil, are fcl- 
dom fociable ; becaufe they receive more 
trouble, than entertainment from com- 
pany. 

That men.ufually grow more covetous 
as they grow older, does not fo much prd-^ 
ceed from the increafe of their afFeftion 
for wealth, as from the decreafe of their 
inclinations for any thing befide : their 
regard for money continues - the lame, 

buc 
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but they meet with fewer tempbtions to 
part with it; their love of pleafurcs is 
leflened byfadety, their ambition by dif- 
appomtments, their prodigality by expe- 
rience, and their generofity by ingrati- 
tude. 

Every year, as wc grow older, appears 
fliorter than the preceding, and the reafon 
of it is this ; all our ideas of time muft be 
derived from that portion of it, in which 
we have already exifted, and that muft be 
the ftandard by which we meafure it; as 
this ftandard therefore extends itfclf by 
our living longer, fb every period muft ap- 
pear fhorter in proportion to it: thus 
when we have lived ten years, one year is 
the tenth part of the duration of our whole 
cxiftencei but when we have lived eighty, 
it is then but the eightieth part of the fame 
term. 

Honour is but a fi6titious kind of ho- 
nefty: a mean, but a neceflary fubftitutc 
for it in fbcieties, who have none: it is a 
fort of paper credit^ with which men arc 

obliged 
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obliged to trade, who are deficient in the 
fterling calh of true morality and religion. 

Women are certainly not at all inferior 
to men in refolution^ and pdrhaps much 
lefs in courage, than is commonly ima* 
gined: the reafon they appear fo is, be- 
caufe women afFeft to be more afraid, 
than they really are, and men pretend to 
be lefs. 

Men*s x)pinions much oftener proceed 
from their aftions, than their aftions from 
their opinions : they a6l: firft, and then with 
great facility reconcile their principles to 
their conduct; for which reafon we find 
many, whom no advantage can induce to do 
any thing, which appears to them wrong 5 
but of that many, very few, who can ever 
be convinced that any thing is wrong, from 
whence either pleafure or profit accrues to 
themfelves. 

Were all men honeft, the world would go 
on much more happily than It does at 
prefenti but were all men wife, it would 

not 



toot go oil at all: fo greatly prfeferablc li 
honefty to underftanding. 

As a man of fcnfe can ufually out-wit 
a fool> becaufe his defigns are inconceiva- 
ble to his adverfary's underftanding i fo a 
fool will fometimcs be too cunning for a 
wife man, for the very fame reafon j that is^ 
becaufe he will conceive fcheihes, which 
could never enter into a wifer head than his 
own. Counter-plotting an abfurd fellow is 
like fighting a left handed fencer j you re- 
ceive a wound, becaufe it comes in a direc- 
tion from whence you had no reafon to ex- 
pedt it, and he gains a viftory merely by his 
aukwardnefs. 

Much Ipirit and little fcnfe arc the worft 
ingredients of which a human creature 
Can be compofed;. he, who has much 
Ipirit and much underftanding, will pro- 
bably make a great and illuftrious charac- 
ter: he, who has little fpirit and little 
fenfe, . may prove an honeft,^ ufeful, and 
: happy man : but he, who is fo unfortunate 
2 as 
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&s to have a great deal of fpiriti arid d 
fmall fliare of underftanding, muft ever be 
mifchievous to others> and miferable in 
himfelf. 

Contempt anfiong mankind^ like ^£tion 
and re-a6tion in folid bodies, is always re- 
ciprocal and equal i whoever defpifes his 
company, may be affuredj that he is not 
Icfs defpifed by them : a wife man is juft 
as much defpifed amongft fools, as a fool 
amongfi: wife men 2 whores and gamefters 
are not more contemptible in the eyes of 
others, than all others are in theirs^ who 
arc not of their own genteel fraternity. 

Our refentments and attachments arc 
commonly the principal obflacles which 
retard us in our progrefs to wealth and 
grcatnefs : he, who can totally exonerate 
himfelf of thefe two grand impedimentSi 
the remembrance of paft injuries^ and gra-^ 
titudc for pafl benefadions, can hardly fail 
of travelling through the dirty roads of bufi- 
nefs and ambition^ with great alacrity and 
fucccfs. 

Vol.. IL P Thofc^ 



1 



Thofc, who live idly on. hereditary for- 
Cunes, are apt to look with much envy on 
the wealth and affluence enjoyed by men 
in profeflions, and with no leis indignation 
on the unjuft means^ by which, in moft 
profeffions, they are acquired; but th«y 
ought to confide^ that to thefc very 
means, unjuft as they arc, they themfelves 
are indebted for the fccurity of their own 
lives, liberties, and eftates ; for foch is the 
nature of mankind, that if, in their gene- 
ral ftruggle for wealth and power, they 
cannot fueceed by art, they will infallibly 
make ufe of force i that is, if they are not 
indulged in fome ingenious, learned, and 
legal methods of politely preying on 'each 
other, they will quickly have recourfe to fire 
and fword. 

He who will not be cheated a little, 
will be abufed a great deal, and by that 
means fuffer no lefs in his fortune, than in 
his reputation: our firft lejQTon, therefore, 
in the art of oeconomy, fliould ever be to 
learn how to permit ourfclves to be pro- 
4 perly 
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pefly impofed on, in due proportion to our 
fituation and circumftances. 

No two qualities in the hunnan mind ar$ 
more effcntially different, though often con- 
founded, than pride, and vanity : the proud 
man entertains the higheft opinion of him* 
fclf; the vain man ftrives only to infufe fuch 
an opinion into the minds of others j the 
proud man thinks admiration his due , the 
vain man is fatisfied if he can but obtain it : 
pride by ftatelinefs demands rcfpeft ; vanity 
by little artifices folicits applaufe: pride, 
dierefore, makes men difagreeable, and va- * 
nity ridiculous. 

Whoever appears to have a great deal of 
cunning, muft, in reality, have but very 
little i for 'if he had much, he would have 
enough to conceal it. 

The vice of ingratitude cannot be fo fre- 
quent as it is ufually reprefented ; becaufe the 
inftances of real and difinterefted obliga* 
lions, from whence alone it can proce^, 
are very rare, 

Applaufe is more frequently acquired 
Pa by 



by proflifenefs, than by charity; that is, 
by fuficring ourfelvcs to be impofed on, 
than by bellowing our money on proper 
objefts: becaufe thofe who over-reach us, 
look upon their acquifidons as the juft re- 
gard of their own iuperior abilities, and 
are therefore not unwilling to publifh 
them; whereas, thofe who receive our 
donations, feel die weight of obligations, 
always implying an inferiority which 
men litde care to remember, and lefs to 
talk of. 

Fdnters of human nature, like thofe of 
human faces, are of two forts ; the one give 
us beautiful piAures,. but without the leaft: 
refemblance of thofe who fit foi them; 
the other draw ftrong likeneffes, but for 
the moft part fomething uglier than the 
originals. 

Whoever would deceive the multitude, 
let him not deipair of periuading them to 
believe any one thing in the world except 
truth. 

Advice is fcldom well received, well in- 
tended. 
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tended^ or produftive of any good: it is 
fcldom well received, becaufe it implies 
a fupcriority of judgment in the giver ; and 
it is feldom intended for any other end, 
than to fhew it: it is feldom of any fer- 
vice to the giver, becaufe it more frequently 
makes him an enemy, than a friend ; and 
as feldom to the receiver, becaufe, if he is 
not wife enough to aft properly without it, 
he will fcarcely be wife enough to diftinguiih 
that which is good. 

He, who will not change his principles, 
will find himfelf^ in a little time, under a ne- 
ceility to change his party. 

Liberty is a fine-founding word; but 
moft of thofe who ufe it, mean nothing 
more by it than a liberty to opprefs others, 
themfelves uncontrouled by any fuperior 
authority. 

As property always produces power fo 
power is always convertible into property, 
ihereforc it is demonftrable, that the cor- 
ruption of parliaments muft ever increafe 
with the incrcafc of their power, and can be 
P 3 lefTcncd 
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leflened only by the diminution of their im- 
portance. How abfurd, therefore, are thofe, 
who labour at the fame time to incrcafe li- 
berty, and to deftroy corruption; that is, 
who endeavour to give the people more 
power to carry to market, and at the fame 
time to hinder them from felling it ? 

The chief bufinels of a government is 
like that of a nurfe, to hinder thofe who 
are under its care from doing mifchief to 
themfelvcs ; of which they are in perpe- 
tual purfuit, and perpetually angry with 
thofe who endeavour to prevent them. 

We need not travel far over the world, 
to acquire a fufficient knowledge of hu- 
man nature and human government : by 
fagacity and obfervation it may be eafily 
learned within the narrow limits of a (in* 
gle parifh, the meaneft veftry being aftu- 
ated by the fame principles, and managed 
by the fame arts, as the moft holy fynod, 
or the moft auguft fcnatc : the conduit of 
the drama is nearly the fame s the diffe« 

rence 
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rence lies only in the addrefs and dignity of 
the aftors. 

There is, undoubtedly, great difference in 
the wifdom and honefty of particular nien, 
but very little in thofe of large numbers in 
the fame (ituation and circumilances ; as in- 
dividual grains of corn may differ much in 
fize and weight, but two buftiels taken out 
of the fame heap, will certainly be nearly 
fimilar. 

It feems a fundamental principle of 
modern politics, that every means that 
can brbg wealth into a nation, muft add 
juft fo much to its happincfs, profperity, 
and duration ; but this is no more true, 
than that every fingle perfon is happy, 
healthy, and long-lived, in proportion to 
his riches. 

it is often aflerted, that the landed and 
trading intereft of a nation mud: ever be 
infeparable; and each of them affure us, 
that their own is the intereft of the public : 
but all thefe propofitions are fallacious s 
there are few inftances in which the landed 
P 4 and 
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und trading interefts cobddc; in moft 
they are diametrically oppofite; nor are 
either, or both of them, always the interelt 
of the public $ whole true intereft is only 
to keep them from deftroying each other, 
|ind involving herfelf in dangers and ex- 
pences. 

The landed intereft of this nadon, like 
the filly and defenceleis flieep, in filence 
offers its throat to the butchery of every 
adminiftration, and is eat up by every 
ravenous profeffionj while the trading 
intereft, like the hungry and unmannerly 
hog, devours every thing, and if a finger 
is but laid upon it, the whole country i^ 
diftrafted with the outcry. 

It is not a litde furprifing, that man^ 
kind have ;n all times fo much delighted in 
war, and that notwithftanding all the mife- 
ries it has brought upon them, they Ihould 
ftiU contbue to rufh into it with as much 
alacrity as ever} the true, though fecret 
reafon of which, is certainly this: there is 
implanted ip hynian naturi^i corrupt as it 

is, 
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is, fo ftrong an approbation of virtuci that 
however determined men arc to indulge 
their evil inclinations, they never enjoy 
them with, any fatisfaftion, unlefs they can 
find out fome means of hiding their defor- 
mities, not only from the eyes of others, 
but even from their own, and they are there- 
fore extremely fond of every expedient that 
can aflift them in this favourable fclf-dc- 
ception, and procure them leave to be' 
wicked with a good charafter, and a good 
jconfcience: now war is of all others the 
moft effeftual for this purpofe ; as it 
grants us a plenary indulgence for every 
vitious difpofition in the human mind ex- 
. empted from all puniflimcnt, or even 
cenfure, as well as from all reluftance and 
remorfe: it fo drefles up idlenefs and 
profligacy, malevolence and revenge, 
cruelty and injuftice, in the amiable ha- 
bit of zeal for the glory and proiperity of 
our country, that we can give a loofe to 
them all, not only with the applaufe of 
fhcr world, but with the fincerc approba- 
tion 
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tion of our own hearts ; and of fuch high 
cftimation is this privil^c, that we think it 
a fufficient rccompcnce for all the mifcries 
and dcfolation, wljich the mutual exercife of 
it cannot fail to Introduce. 

Men's zeal for religion is much of the 
fame kind as that which they fhew for a foot- 
ball: whenever it is contefted for, every one 
is ready to venture their lives and limbs in 
the difpute ; but, when that is once at an 
end, it is no more thought on, but fleeps in 
oblivion, buried in rubbifh, which no one 
thinks it worth his pains to rake into, much 
lefs to remove. 

In religious quarrels, the propofitions 
in difpute are generally fuch as thofe who 
impofe them cannot believe, and thofe 
who rejeiSt them cannot undcrftand; and 
therefore no one is perfecutcd for not be- 
lieving, but for not profefling to believe, 
when they do not; that is, for infolently 
prefuming to be either wifer, or honefter 
than their perfecutors; an affront, which 
the ftrongcft fide always extremely rc- 

ftntSj 
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fcnts, and feverely punllhes, under the ter- 
rible denomination of obfliinate herefy. 

The true fcriptural meaning of the 
word Faith, feenis nothing more, than a 
docility or promptitude to receive truth, 
and of Chriftian Faith, to believe the di- 
vine authority of that religion, and to 
obey it*s precepts : in this fenfe furdy too 
much merit can never be imputed to it; 
but fince this denomination has been fo 
undetermined, that no two ages, nations, 
or fc6ts, have affixed to it the fame ideas, 
and fo abufed, that under it every abfur- 
dity that knavery could cram down, or 
ignorance fwallow, have been compre- 
hended; fince it is ftill capable of being 
fo explained, as to mean any thing that 
an artful pre^rcher pleafes to impofe on an 
illiterate audience, the laying toa great 
a ftrefs upon it muft be highly dange- 
rous to the religion and liberties of man- 
kind: but the propofing it as a compo- 
fitiort for moral duties is of all others the 
moft mifchicvous doftrinei as it unhinges 

all 
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ail our nodons of divine jufticc, and efta- 
bliflies wickedncfs upon a principle; and it 
is the more mifchievous, as it cannot fail of 
being popular, becaufe, as it is ufuall/ in- 
culcated, it is in faft nothing more than of- 
fering to the people a licence to be pro- 
fligate^ at the eafy price of being abfurd j 
a bargain, which they, will ever readily 
agree to. 

Mankind live all in mafquerade: he, 
therefore, who mixes with them unmaflced 
is always ill received, and commonly abufed 
by the whole affembly. 

As man is the only rifible animal, fo is he 
the only ridiculous one, except a monkey, 
which is no farther ridiculous than it re- 
fcmbles him. 

In all controverfies one may obfervc 
thofe always adhere moft obftinately to 
their opinions, who are incapable of un- 
dcrftanding the fubjed of the difputej 
and this, 1 think, might naturally be ex- 
peftcdi becaufe thofe, who have aflented 
to propofitions without any reafon, can 

poffibly 
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poffibly have no reafon for doubting 6f their 
truth. 

He who exercifes no trade or profeflion 
is impofed on by every one, without any 
power of making reprifals : he is like a man 
in the pillory, pelted by all without being 
able to return it : he has but one chance, 
which few men's fituation or abilides will ad- 
mit of^ which is diat of retaliating upon the 
public. 

There is in every country a certain 
charafteriftic of tafte, which, during the 
fame period of rime, afFefts all arts, fci- 
ences, and profeflions, in a fimilar man- 
ner, though perhaps not eafy to be ex- 
prefled: that which prevails with us at 
prefent, is an afFeftarion of fomething fu- 
perior to nature and truth -, of all that 
excites our admiration, rather than of 
what fatisfies our judgment; the very 
fame extravaganzas run through all our 
arts, manners, and diverfions, to the ut- 
ter negleft of all true beauty, fimplicity, 
and ufefulnefs : thus our architedure is 

difgraced 
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diigraced with the tawdry deformities of 
Chinefe ornaments; our mufic has ex- 
changed her harmony and pathos for the 
tricks of jugglersy and our dancing her dig- 
nity and graces for tumbling and gri- 
mace ; our tables are filled with uneatable 
monfters of our own creation, our ftages 
with an unintelligible jumble of harlequins 
and heathen deities, and our poetry, like a 
carver's fhop, is crowded with unmeaning 
ornaments, without any place to which they 
can with propriety be adapted } our politics 
foar into imprafticable fpeculation, and our 
religion runs up into methodifm and mad- 
neis. 

Lies, by being a long while repeated, and 
circulated through* many hands, acquire (b 
much authority, that at length they pafs for 
truth without any further inquiry : time and 
repetirion have the very fame efFed upon 
nonfenfe. 

A lie fent out into the world, like a 
bomb difcharged amongft a crowd, burfls 
into innumerable pieces^ every one of 

which 
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which carries mifchief with it in its 
flight. 

Learning and liberty are excellent things } 
but, like tea and brandy, they are extremely 
pernicious in the hands of the vulgar, from 
the mifchievous ufe which they are fure to 
make of them. 

One of the moft prevailing principles 
at prefent is, to truft no adminiftration 
with any power whatever; yet, to ex- 
pcft of every adminiftration, that they 
(hould perform things, which, without 
the moft arbitrary power, are utterly im- 
pradUcable. 

Nothing fo much manifefts, as well as 
augments the weaknefs of a ftate, as be- 
ing obliged to admit men into power by 
the force of fa£bion and oppofition to 
power: becaufe this continually incites 
more faction, and more oppofition for the 
fake of power, and at the fame time inca- 
pacitates all who thus acquire it to exer^ 
cife or retain it; every fucceeding oppo- 
fition grow ftrongcr by experience in the 

arts 
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«rts of diftref&ng, and every adminiflid^ 
cion weaker from inexperience in the arts' 
of governing; for oppolition is the moft 
unpromifing fchool in which a miniftef 
can receive his education; it being as 
unlikely that a man {houki learn the icience 
of government by the pradtice of difturb-* 
ing itj a^ that he fhould acquire the (kill 
of an archited by pulling down houfes, or 
the trade of a glazier by breaking of 
windows* 

All adminiftration of government mult 
he unpopular from the nature and eflence 
of government icfelf ; for the nature and 
eflence of all government is nothing more 
than a compulfion of individuals to a& 
in fuch a manner for the fupport of fo* 
ciety, as they are neidier wife nor honeft 
enough to do from the fuggeftions of dieir 
own heads and hearts; this compulfion^ 
therefore, m\ift be contrary to both their 
judgments and inclinations, and confe- 
quendy unpopular ; and for the fame rea- 
fon always more unpopular in proportion 
V 3 - to 
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4» the Vigour and wilclom with which !t I9 
cxcrcifed. 

An able, honeft, and wife minifterj by 
various particular circumftances, may be po- 
pular for a time 5 but he is not very wife if 
he imagines that his popularity proceeds 
from any of thefe qualifications. 

The fituation of a minifter, who rifes to 
the fummit of power on the wings of popu^ 
larity, b no more to be envied than that of 
a cat who is carried up to the clouds at the 
tail of a paper kite : whilft it lafts^ it is all 
but fcrambling and giddinefs; and on the 
firft change of the wind, or breach of the 
pack-thread, down he tumbles. 

It is a certain though a ilrange truth, that 
in politiips almoft ^1 principles that are fpcr 
cularively right are praftjcally wrong; thp 
reafon of which is, that they proceed on a 
fuppofition that men aft rationally ; which 
being by no means true, all that is built on 
fo falfe a foundation, on experiment falls to 
(the ground, 

Vofc. IJ, q^ Qnc 
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One of thcfe falfe principles, amongft a 
thoufand which we hear daily aflerted for 
truth, is this, that thofe who are poflefTed 
of moft property will fight bell in its de- 
fence: this appears to be true, becaufe it 
would be true if men fought from ra- 
tional motives; but as they do not it is 
juft the reverfc of truth, as the hiftory of 
all ages and nations fufficiently teftifies, in 
which we fee that all poor countries, that is 
thofe who have leaft property, have always 
been mofl* valiant, and moft fuccefsful in 
war; and, in rich countries, property has 
been ever beft defended by thofe who have 
none. 

Another principle of the fame kind is, 
that national bufinefs would be moft hap- 
pily tranfaded by parliaments totally in- 
dependent: this too in Ipeculation has the 
appearance of truth, but in experience 
none of the reality; becaufe the fuppo- 
fition on which it is founded is utterly 
falfe, which is, that the individuals of foch 
parliaments, uninfluenced by all felf-inte- 

reft. 
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reft, ind tke connexions proceedirig frdiii 
it, would be direfted by their judgments 
to chufe the mofl: falutary mcafuresi and 
bpund by their confciences to purfue 
theipj whereas, in fad, the majority of* 
numerpus aflemblies have neither judg- 
ments to diftinguilh rights qor confciences 
to tie them to the purfuit of itj and if 
uninfluenced by all feal or ira?igiriary in* 
tereft, will infallibly do mifchief, pr no- 
thing at all. 

There are m^ny who arc .eqtially zea* 
Iqus for the deftrudtion of all prerogative as 
veil as parliamentary influence; .which, 
-though extremely abfurd, is not inconfiflent 
with the principles of modern patriotifm, 
the fundamentals pf which are, that all go- 
vernment is an impofition of the few upon 
the many, which they ought perpetually to 
endeavour to fhake off, and that the people 
Ought to be governed by themfdves onlyi 
that is, in other words^ not to be governed 
at all. 

The meaneft abilities may eafily, by 
0^2 inflaming 
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inflaming &^ons, reduce a government td 
{6 weak and ruinous a condition^ that the 
moll confummate wifdom cannot reftore it to 
vigour and tranquillity i as a fool or a mad- 
man^ with a farthing candle^ may cauft 
fuch a conflagration in a city that the 
wifeft of its inhabitants may be unable to 
extinguifh. 

If any one fancies that a people can be 
governed without force or corruption, 
merely by purfuing right meafures, as we 
hear frequendy advanced by men totally 
ignorant of human nature and human 
bufinefs, let him make the experiment in 
a fingle parifli, and if there, without com* 
pulfion, power, influence, or gratuity, 
folely by the strength ef realbn and mo^ 
tives of public utility, he can perfuade 
the inhabitants to fubmit to equal and ne- 
cefTary taxes, to repair their roads, ereft 
bridges, inclofe commons, drain marfiies, 
and employ their poor, or perform any 
other works of general and mutual ad- 
vantages I fay, if he can accomplilh this, 

let 
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let him retain his opinion { but if he 
finds it utterly imprafticable, let him not 
cxpeft that it can ever be done in a 
whole nation, in which there are fo many 
:&diotis^ interefts, and abfurdities to contend 
with* 

Political authors, of all others, have the 
leaft underftood their fubjeft; which is 
not furprifing, fince authors are generally 
fpeculative men, and all knowledge of 
this kind entirely prafticalj wherefore 
he who has ftudied Ariftotle and Plato, 
Grotius and PufiendorfF, in his clofet, will 
be lefs acquabted with the arts of go- 
verning than the meaneft attorney, or the 
loweft alderman of the loweft corporation : 
thefe may probably make no fmall profi- 
ciency in the fcience ; for all human bufi- 
nefs is miferably fimilar $ the moft augull 
fenate being aftuated by the fame princi- 
.pies, and managed by the fame arts as the 
moft contemptible parilh veftry ; the plot 
and condud of the drama is much the 

0^3 ^^^^y 
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iSme, the difference lies only in the ad4rei| 
(^nd dignity of the adtors. 

Nations, like arnnies, have ever been 
governed by watch words, given out by 
their leaders for the ufe of the day^ 
church and ftate, liberty and property^ 
trade and navigation, have all had dieir 
turns here, and done their bufinefs, with- 
out haying had any meaning, or at leaft 
without any that was underftood by thofe 
who moft loudly and frequently repeate4 
them. 

If you can convince a great man that 
you are attached to him by paft fer- 
vices, he will ferve you again | but if you 
fcan perfuade him that he is obliged tQ 
you, he will in all probability fee you nq 
more. 

Man (hould ever look upon himfelf as 
fhat center link of an immenfe chain of 
fubprdinate Jjeings which ties the animal 
and rational parts of it together, from 
this confideratjon he would receive much 
^fid material kiip\vledge concerning the 

duties 
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duties of his ftation ; he would learn how he 
ought to behave himfelf to thofe jpferior 
animals that are dependent on him^ anid what 
he may expedt from fupcrior beings, on 
whom he is probably no lefs dependent 
himfelf. 

What name fliould we beftow on a fu- 
perior being, whofe whole exiftence was 
employed, and whofe fole pleafure con- 
fifted in terrifying, infnaring, tormenting, 
and deftroying mankind? who promoted 
their propagation merely to acquire more 
jobje&s of perfecution, and preferved their 
lives only to prolong their miferies ; whofe* 
fuperior talents were exerted folely in fo* 
menting hoftilities among them, in contriv- 
ing and furniftiing them with deftruftive 
weapons, and in teaching and encouraging 
them to ufe them in robbing and murder- 
ing each other; whofe power was em- 
ployed in aflifting the rapacious, deceiv- 
ing the fimple, and opprefling the inno- 
cent J who, day after day, without pity or 
remorfc, without advantage or provoca- 
0^4 tion. 
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fion^ (hould dius purfiie mifchicf fof ^ 
Verfioiit and be delighted in proportion to 
the miferies he oecafioiicd? I iay, whaG 
l^anie could we find deteftable edoci^ foi' 
fuch a being ? yet let us confider it impar-' 
dally, and we fhall find that, ¥nth regard 
to inferior creatures^ juft fuch a being is a 
fportfhtian* 

Was a fbt)erlof being, wh6 had never 
vilited this terrcflrid globe, informed by 
another who had, that it was inhabited by 
creatures called mehi who, though well 
able to ihake themfclvesi thiat is each othcr> 
happy, yet were perpetually labouring to 
introduce univerfal mifery by their mutual 
injuries i that thoufands of thefc creatures 
were perpetually employed in plundering^ 
ftarVirtgj maiming, and murdering each 
other; that they did tod fuffered all this 
in obedience to the commands of a few of 
the moll wicked and worthlefs individuals 
of their own fpecies, whom they neither 
knew or cared for, or perhaps ever fawj 
if he was told at the fame time that thefe 

creatures 
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ercahircs Were endued with itafon, free-willi 
ttfledbion^ forcfight, and love of felf-prefer- 
vation, he would certainly look upon this in- 
formation as the fidions of a traveller^ and 
never be perfuaded that fuch creatures coiild 
ever really exift in any part of the univerfe. 

If that tenet of quakerifnii that war is ab- 
folutely unlawful^ is not ftriftly true, it is 
certainly very near it ; for all wars muft be 
unjuft> and confequently unlawful on one 
fide, and they are moft commonly fo on both 
at their commencemenr> and always in their 
progrefsb 
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N A 

PARLIAMENT ART REFORM. 

TH E great obje<9: of a parliamentary 
reform I take to be this, to procure 
a parliament totally independent on the 
crown and its miniftersj in which no 
member (hall be intimidated by power, 
feduced by hopes, or corrupted by inte- 
reft : this feems at prefent to be the chief 
purfuit of all our political doftors; the 
grand Ipecific which alone can cure all 
our national diforders, and reftore our 
broken conftitution to its original vi- 
gour, 

On this important fubjeft two quef- 
tions offer themfelyes for our confidera- 
tionj firft^ What are the moft likely 

means 
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means to obtain fuch a parliament; and 

fecondly. What would be the effects of it if 
obtained^ 

For the firft, innumerable have been 
the fchemes prefcntcd to the public by 
real and pretended patriots^ that is, by 
thofe who have more honefty than fenfe, 
and thofe who have more fenfc than ho- 
nefty. Some have been for (hortening 
the duration of parliaments to three, and 
fome to one year : fome have recom- 
mended voting by ballot, as the mod cf- 
feftual method to put an end to bribery i 
others have 'difapproved it as inconfiftent 
with that open avowal which ought to ac- 
company ctery adl of a Britifh freeman : 
fome have propofed to annihilate all the 
fmall and corrupt boroughs, and to add 
the fame number of reprefentativ^s which 
they now fend to the feveral counties: 
fome to add to the counties, and not to 
disfranchife the boroughs; others to abo- 
lifli the boroughs, without any addition to 
the counties: fome to enlarge, and fome 

to 
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to diminifli the qualifications of the 
cleftors J and others to require no qualifi- 
cation at all, but to allow every man a 
vote, who is not dilqualified by nature, 
for want of reafon, or by law, for the 
commiflion of fome crime : but as very 
few have agreed in any one of thefe pro- 
pofitions, and no one has been able to 
form any fatisfaftory plan out of theni 
all, I ftiall not here enter into any difcuf- 
fion of their merits, or make any compa* 
rifon between them; but ftxall only fay, 
that of all thefe plans^ that of giving a 
right of vodng univerfally, together with 
annual eleftions, appears to* be the mod 
uniform, confiftent, and efFecftual: it has 
indeed one capital defed, which is, that 
it is abfolutely and utterly imprafticablc ; 
but I do not mention this as an objeftion, 
fo far from it, that I think it is its chief 
excellence, and is what induces me to pre- 
fer it to all the reft. 

To be convinced of the imprafticability 

9f this fcheme, let us but figure to our- 

'J fclves 
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felves multitudes of all defcriptioii^ ^d 
denominations called out to exercife their 
right of voting, inflamed by contell and 
intoxicated by liquor; labourers and nu-* 
nufa£hirers of every kind, above and un- 
der ground; weavers from their looms, 
and miners from tinneries, and coal-pits; 
Tailors from their (hips, and foldiers from 
their quarters; —to whom we muft add, 
thoufands of thieves, fmugglers, rogues, va- 
gabonds, and vagrants : I fay, let us figure 
to ourfelves all thefe ' readable eleftors 
let loofc in one day throughout every part 
of the kingdom, and fuch a fcene of confu- 
fion, of drunkennefs and riot, of rapine^ 
murder, and conflagration, will prefent it- 
felf, as mufl: fhock us with horror, even in 
imagination. 

Nor would it be pofllble to carry on, of 
ever to conclude eleftions in which the 
voters are fo innumerable, and confe* 
quently {o unknown* They muft be pol- 
led in one of thefe two ways ; they muft 
cither be admitted only to vote in the pa- 
a rilhes 
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rilhes to which they belong, or permitted 
to be polled in whatever place they hap- 
pened, or chofe to be at the time of the 
eleftion: fhould the firft of thefe me- 
thods be adopted, the acceptance or re* 
jeftion of every vote niight be attended 
with the trial of a fettlement, and counfel 
learned in the law be heard on both 
fides: if the latter, crowds fo numerous 
and fo uknnown to the candidates, and 
all whom they could employ to poll them» 
would pre(s into every place, where mo- 
ney and liquor flowed in the grcatcfl: 
abundance, that the chief part of them 
might vote in ten different places, or ten 
times in the fame place undifcovercd; 
and if thefe elections were annual, one 
could not be finiflied before the other 
began. 

Another reafbn which perfuades mc 
that this fchemc is impracfticable, is, that 
I cannot forefee any clafs of men whoi^ 
intereft or inclination would not indue* 
them to oppofe it: the landed gentleman 

would 
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would not much approve, diat every pau^ 
per, gfffy^ vagrant, and kaft of all eveiy 
poacher, Ihould enjoy as great a ihare in 
die legiflature as hinifelf; the dty of 
London will never confcnt that every 
drayman, hackneyrcoachman,. and chim^ 
ney-fweeper, Should be veiled with as 
gpod a vote as the lord mayor and alder^ 
men, nor the livery be dcfirous of admit«^ 
ting (b numerous an addidon to theiF 
refpeOable fraternity: the corporadons 
throughout the kingdom, will never fub-^ 
mit to have their confequence annihilated 
by a pardcipadon of their privileges with 
fp innumerable a multitude ; nor do I 
think that very multitude, or the people 
at large, would be extremely zealous to 
iupport it: at firfl:, indeed, when they are 
told, that they ihall all be legiflators, obr 
liged to obey no laws but of their own 
making, nor pay any taxes but of their 
own impofing, and that every one of them 
(hall have as good a vote for a parliamenc 
man as the Squire or die parfon^ andro- 

collect 
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ciofleft that this vote has ever been as 
good as ready money j they will perhaps 
be a little elated and delighted with their 
new acquifitionj but when they are bet- 
ter infornned, and underftand, that the in- 
tent of this fcheme is to prevent all bri- 
bery and corruption, and will preclude 
them from receiving one fhilling or one 
dram of gin for their votes, they will re- 
jeft this ufelefs donation with contempt; 
and there will not be a tinker, who will 
not choofe rather to mend a ketde for fix- 
pence, than the conftitution for nothing, 
nor a labourer, who will not' make faggots 
rather than laws, nor a pick-pocket, who will 
not prefer the exercife of his profeffion at an 
cleftiori to giving his vote. 

But was this fcheme of tiniverfal repre-* 
fentatiori, or any other of the propofed plans 
of reformadon prafbicable, and purfued, 
certain I am, that they woulc( not in th^ 
leaft contribute to the great cnd^ which is 
the formation of an independent parlia- 
ment, becaufe reafon does not perfuade 

Vol. II. R ^ roe. 



[ 242 ] 

me> that eledors the moft ignorant and 
profligate, the moft neceflltous and ye-> 
nal, would return members more incor- 
rupt than the prefent; nor does experi- 
ence teach me, that ten or twenty confti- 
tuents would chufe reprefcntarives lels 
able or lefs honeft than ten or twenty 
thoufand. I am iirmly convinced, both 
by reafon and long experience, that no 
alteration in the mode of eleftion, or in 
the eleftors themfelves, would produce 
any change in-the elefted -, in them lies the 
fource of the evil, which no external ap- 
plication can approach : whether they arc 
chofen by a greater or a lefe number, by 
counties or boroughs, by the rich or by 
the poor, by ballot or by audible voices, 
the parliament, when aflembled, will be 
juft the fame; different modes ofcledtion 
may make fome difference in the trouble 
and expcnce of the candidates, and may 
differently affeft the morals of the peo- 
ple, and the peiace of the country, but, 
win make no difference in the reprefenta- 

tivc 
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dvc body when brought tc^thcr, and it 
is of litdc fignification by what means 
diey conic diere: the roajoritf of any 
legifladve aflembly^ confifting of five 
hundred and fifty members, in the fanne 
circunUbtnces and fituadon> will infallibly 
aft in the fame manner i if dieir fitua* 
lions differ, their proceedings will diflfer 
with them. In the weaknefs of in&nc 
ftates, and in perilous times, they will 
be more intent on the fafety of the eom* 
munity, becaufe their own is immediately 
included in it^ but when the danger is 
removed, they will be more influenced by 
the views of intereft and ambition, they 
will fplit into &dions and parties, and lift 
under contending leaders, and ibmetimei^ 
prefer their interefl: or their own to that 
of their country. Their corrupdoa Will 
always incpeafe m proportion to tb^r 
power, becaufe they have wore to fell and 
are more necefiary to be bought. Thoft 
who cannot make fhift widi iuch a parlia- 
oient, muQ: have none, bopwie it a im- 
R 2 ^foflSi# 



[ 244 ].. 

poffible for any mode of elefbion, or fpc- 
cies of eleftors, to choofe a better, unlels 
they could make men, as well as mem- 
bers. 

Let us now fee what would be the ef- 
fcfts of this independent parliament, if ob- 
tained. By an independent parliament, in 
the language of the prefent times, is to be 
underftood a parliament in which the ma- 
jority would oppofe any adminiftration : 
now no arguments are neceflary to' prove, 
that with fuch a parliament no public bu- 
finefs whatever could be tranfafted, nor 
any government fubfift. But it will be 
faid, this is not what is wiflied for, but one 
in which the members fhall he always 
ready to fupport the meafures of minifters, 
when right, and to refift them when 
wrong, unawed, and uninfluenced, and 
guided onjy by the didlates of their own 
judgment and confcience. This indeed 
is what every wife man would defire, but 
no wife man wilt expcft to fee, as no fuch 
aflembly, if numerous, ever cxiftcd in this 
■-.•-••• ' ox 
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or in any country, from the beginning .of 
the world to the prefent hour, nor ever 
can, unlefs mankind were melted down, 
and run in a new mould : as they are now 
formed, in every numerous aflembly there 
muft be fome who have no judgment, and 
odiers who have no confcience, and fome 
who have neither: take away felf-intereft, 
and all thefe will have no ftar to fteer by, 
but muft fail without a compafs, juft as 
the gales of favour, or refentment, of po- 
pular abfurdity, or their own fhall direft 
them; a minifter therefore muft be pof- 
fefled of fonie attraftive influence, to en- 
able him to draw together thefe difcordant 
particles, and unite them in a firm and fo- 
lid majority, without which he can pur- 
fue no meafures of public utility with 
fteadinefs or fuccefs. An independent 
Houfe of Commons is no part of the 
Englifli conftitution, the excellence of 
which confifts in being compofed of three 
powers, mutually dependent oft each 
other : of thefe, if any one was to become 
R 3 independent 
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UAepcndmt of the other two^ it mA en** 
gtofs the whole power to itfelf^ and the form 
of our government would be immediately 
ehanged« This an independent Houfe of 
Commons aftualljr performed in the laft 
century, murdered the king, annihilated 
the peers, and eftablilhed the worft kind of 
^emocraqr that ever eidfted ; and the fame 
confufion would infallibly be ^peated» 
ihould we ever be fo unfortunate as to fee 
another* 

A numerous aflembly uninfluenced is 
as much a creature of the imagination, as a 
griffin or a dragon; the one created by the 
poets, the other by ignorant or defigning 
politicians. Parliaments have ever been 
influenced, and by that meani our confti- 
tudon has fo long fubfifled; but the end 
and nature of that influence is perpetu- 
ally mifreprcfented and mifundcrflood. 
They are feldom, very fcldom, bribed to 
injure their country, becaufe it is feldom 
the intereft of minifters to injure it; but 
the great fourcc of corruption is, that they 
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will not fcrve it for 'nothing. Men get 
into parliament in purfuit of power, ho* 
nours, and preferments, and until they 
obtain them, determine to obftrud all 
bufinefs, and to diftrefs government; but 
happily for their country, they are no 
fooner gratified, than they are equally 
i^ealous to promote the one, and fuppbrt 
the other. 

Upon the whole, under the fame mode 
of eledions, and under parliaments hot 
lefs influenced than the prefenc, this na- 
tion has not only fubfifted for many years, 
but arrived at the fumfnit of wealth, ho- 
nour, power, and dominion, and might 
ftill have preferved them, if the means of 
that influence had been fufficient to fa- 
tisfy the demands of ambition, and the 
hunger of faftion. But even now, if we 
furvey the condition of every country on 
the globe, and compare it with our own, 
we Ihall find abundant reafon to be con- 
tented: there are in it fome evils, and 
much good^ which is. the uunoft which 

R 4 any 



C ?4? ] 

any hutnan infticution will admit of. We 
have, indeed, too much oratory, too mudh 
liberty, too much debt, apd too many 
taxes i but then we have plenty, and may 
have peace, if we pleafe : we have fecurity 
to our perfons and prqperties, and excellent 
laws, juftly, though not very cheaply admi- 
niftered j we have a parliament not worfc, 
and a king a great deal better than we de- 
ferve, and therpfore I fhall copclyde with thp 
words of Shakefpear^ 

^Tiy tetttr fure, to hear the ills <we know, 
^banfy to others^ which we ktmv not of f 
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SCHEME 

¥ O K T H X 

COALITION OF PARTIES. 

^ 1782, 

OBSERVING it feveral times ant. 
nounced in the papers, that a cer** 
tain able politician would fhortly oblige 
the world with a Scheme for the Coali- 
tion of all Parties : I have long waited 
with much impatience for a fight of fo de- 
firable a work, from fb eminent a hand; 
but having been hitherto difappointed^ I 
fhought I could not employ a few Icifurc 
Jiours more beneficially for my country, 

than 



than in adding my inconfiderable endearours 
for the difcovciy of this important fecrct ; 
and that^ the more heads were employed in 
a defign fo ufefuly the fooner^ and the more 
compleatly, it would be finiflied. If the 
fcheme of that ingenious gentleman fhould 
cxaftly correfpond with mine, much weight 
will be added to my prbpofal j but, if they 
fliould differ in a few particulars, the im- 
partial and infallible public may take their 
choice. 

1 (hall not here follow the example of 
our modern reformers, civil and ecdefi- 
aftical, in pulling down without rebuilding, 
complaining without redrefling, and oppo- 
sing without propofingi but Ihail offer a 
plain and fimple fcheme^ which I am furq 
will be effeftual, and hope will be unex- 
ceptionable to men of all parties, connexions, 
and denominations ; as it cannot fail to jwo- 
mote aH their intcrefts, as well as that of the 
public. 

Before I prefumed to prefcribe, I 

thought it right to invcftigate the caufc of 

3 the 



<the dir^aie; and therefore have dUigealijr 
enquired whether pur prefent diffentions 
jhave arifen, as formerly, from any dif- 
ferences of opinions, or any contradiftofy 
articles b pur political creeds; but, oti 
the ftrideft examination, I can find no fudi 
differences to exift : parties I fee many, 
but cannot difcern one principle amongft 
them; they are neither Whigs nor Tories, 
Monarchy- men nor Republicans, High- 
church nor Low- churchy Hanoverians ndr 
Jacobites: they have all a£led alternately 
on all thefe principles, as they have fervdd 
a prefent occafionj but have adhered to 
none of them, nor even pretended to pro*- 
fefe them: they have all been ready to 
fupport government, whenever they have 
enjoyed the adminiftratiori of it j and al- 
moft all as ready to fubvcrt it, whenever 
they were excluded, I fee few, very few, 
who have formed the moft diftant inten- 
tions of deftroying the government, or 
changing the conftitution of this country; 
but, I am afraid, I fee as few, who fcruple to 

plunge 
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plunge them both into the mod imminent 
danger^ rather than be (topped in the wild 
career of their headlong ambition: from 
whence it appears to me plainly dem*on- 
ftrable, that all our prefent diflentions are 
nothmg more than an outrageous conteft 
for power and profitj there being no other 
caufc from whence they can poffibly be 
derived. He, therefore, who can point 
out a method to put an end to this con- 
teft, need enquire no farther j 'the work is 
done, and a cordial and lafting coalition 
will immediately cnfuc. 

In order to qualify myfelf for this taflc, 
and forming fuch a coalition, I have en- 
. deavoured to recoUedt all the plans, which 
have hitherto been offered in writing or 
converfation, for this purpofe; and I 
cannot remember one, that contained any 
thing more, than this fliort propofal, to dif- 
m\& all at that time in adminiftration, and 
to admit the propofer and his friends into 
their places, which he always calls a coa- 
lition, and recommends as the only me- 
thod 
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thod to reftore concord to a nation, which 
he fails not to reprefent as much out of 
humour as himfelf. Although this plan 
may probably be pcrfeftly right, as it has 
been univ^erfally adopted by all parties in 
their turns; yet it has of late been tried with 
fo little fuccefs, that I would by no means 
have it repeated, and therefore it ftiall makc; 
no part of my propolal. 

I have likewife confulted fomc of the 
mod indigent, thinking them the moft 
difinterefted, patriots, ftruggling for that* 
liberty and property of which they them** 
fclves enjoy fo fmall a (harp, whole fenti- 
ments therefore had great, weight with mc 
on this important fubjeft: but thefe all 
unanimoufly agree, that no concord, or 
coalition, can or ought to take place, un< 
til an efiedual place-bill and annual par*, 
liaments fhall be eftabjifhed; that thefe, 
and thefe alone, can put an end to our 
diflentions, by extirpating venality and. 
corruption, and reltprlng to us an inde« 
pendent and faoneft repri^ftntadoAi' but fol 

dull 
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diill am I of apprehenfion, that die falu* 
tary cffd&s of thefe reguladons do not 
ap^r to me quite fb clear; becaufe, 
though I know that honefty will make 
men independent, yet I do not fee that 
independence will make them honcft; 
nor that a parliament, if not honeft, will 
be the lefs dangerous for being indepen- 
dent. Nor can I comprehend, that mul- 
tiplyihg corrupt elections will put an 
end to corruption ; nor diat the more 
frequent returns of expenfive contefts 
will promote the choice of thofe who 
Jiave the leaft money to Ipendj nor, if 
fuch (hould be chofen, diat they would 
bfc more independent becaufe they were 
poorer, and confequently had more wants 
CO be iatssfied ; all this may be very good 
logic; but it doe3 not ftrike very forcibly 
on my underftandihg j and therefore neither 
of thefe regulations fliall be admitted into 
my fyftem, 

I (hall prcfcribe no remedies for na- 
tioted diforders, the e&€b of which I am 

not 
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not able to anfwer for, which perhaps 
after a long circuit through every veflel 
of the body politic may produce confe- 
quenccs direftly contrary to my inten- 
tions; and, inftead of curing the prefent 
complaints, render them much worfe, 
or produce a new difeafe, more dangerous 
and more difficult to conquer : I Ihall ra- 
ther ftrike at once at the great root of all 
political evils, which every one knows is 
the miniftry itfelf j and therefore, inftead 
of recommending annual parliaments, I 
fliall propofe an annual adminiftration ; 
in which finglc regulation my whole 
fcheme is comprehended, and which I 
would have conftituted in the following 
manner. 

On the firft day of every feffion of par- 
liament, before any bufinefs fhould be 
proceeded on, an um or box fliould be 
placed on the table of each houfe, in 
which ihould be depofited fmall pieces 
of paper, infcribed with the names of all 
the great offices in the ftate^ houihold, 

treafury. 
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trcafury, and admiralty, and fealed up 
with the greateft fecrecy and care, the 
names of thofe offices which are ufually 
appropriated to the members of each 
boufe being put into their refpeftive boxes. 
I would then propofe, that a committee 
of thirty from the peers, and one hundred 
from the commons, of their moft confi- 
derable members, ftiould be chofen by 
ballot, or the whole be admittcfd, if that 
ihould give morefatisfaftion, who fhoulcf 
draw out thefe tickets from the urns or 
boxes, and immediately take poffeffion of 
whatever poft fortune Ihould thus fling 
into their hands, and keep it unmolefted 
and irremdveable during the next enfuing' 
year, their commiffions being made out 
accordiri^y : as to all inferior places, thej^ 
Ihould remain in the fame hands, to pre- 
vent any confufion or interruption in the 
bufinefs of the publi, until they become 
vacant by deaths or promotions, and then 
they Ihould be filled up by the principals 
in each department for the tkne being ; 
I . . by 
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by whicK meafts they will 4II haye -cqu4 
opportunities of providing for their friends 
and adherents, who will not then be very 
humerousj or much wanted, . when offices 
are attainable only by the foregoing me^ 
thod; 

This fcheme neceflarily ptts an end to ' 
ail contefts for power and profit, and with 
them to venality, corruption, and all out 
political difeafesi which are but their una- 
voidable confequences : when nothing earn 
be obtained by contention; we {hall con- 
tend no more; peace and harmony will 
return, and this much-fought-for coalition 
immediately be efFefted, It is alfo, like 
all other great difcoveries, fo fimple and 
obvious a remedy, that it is not a little 
furprifing that it fhould not have been 
before hit upon by fomc of thofe nume- 
rous ftate phyficians, who daily ftudy, 
and prefcribe to the national conftitu- 
tion. 

Butj in order the better to explain its 
t)t>erations, and fhew its falutary efFeds, I 

Vol. II. S Ihall 
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fiiall confider it under die following heads % 
how it will afibft the king, how the admi«> 
niftration^ how the oppofidon> and how the 
nation. And here I beg leave to premife, 
that by thele I would not be underfiood to 
mean diofe only who now fill thofe fitua*- 
dons, but all kings, admthiilrations, and op* 
pofitionsy that do^ or (hall at any time exift 
hereafter. 

Firft then as to the king ; I am lenfible 
that this fcheme will rob him of one of 
the choiceft of his prerogatives, the dtf- 
pofal <^ all offices of truft and profit f 
wUely, as fomc have dioi^t, placed in 
his royal hands by die conftitution for the 
mofl falutary purpofes ; though impropcr- 
Jiy in the opinion of others, to whofe fhare 
none of them have fallen; therefore I 
ihould by no means advHc, that fo capi- 
^1 and fo hazardous an alteration fhodd 
be made permanent by law, but only 
tried for a few years, as an experiment, 
whofe confequences cannot be well after* 
tained until diey become vifible by prac- 
tice, ■ 
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tkc But, however it may affed 6ic rigktft 
of die crown, it wHl certainly rdieve the 
pofleflbr firom i(inmxierable troul^ei the 
jewel here taken away is indeed one of 
its richcfty yet it is one of the heavieft 
loads QQ the head <^ the wearer, and can- 
not fail to convert it i|Uo a crown of 
thorns. It is indeed a prodigious power i 
but it is a perplexing power, which ferves 
only to make the many folicitors who muft 
be reflifed angry, and the few who are 
obliged ungrateful: it b indeed a pre^ 
Imminence of royalty, but it is a painful 
pre-emioenoe ; and to relinquiih it, 
would be an efcape feom molt ^f the dif« 
' quietudes which attend that exalted but 
vneaiy Xituatipo. Could this be donc# 
^ wife, a juft, and virtuous prince would 
iu> longer lie und^ the diCzg/^ocabh motC^ 
Giy of prjefening knaves for their in«- 
xrigues, profligates for thdr abilities, an4 
fools for their connexions ;. nor any more 
be molefted with addrefles, remonftrances, 
and petitions; for no excluded party, if 
S 2 my 
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my fchcme was cftablilhcd, would ever 
addrcfs to remove an adminiftration, which, 
like a butterfly, could furvive but one 
feafon ; none would remonftrate againft 
grievances, which, by their acquifition of 
places would all be very foon redreffed ; 
nor petition to diflblire a parliament, 
which will probably fall ready made into 
their own hands in the courfe of a few 
months. 

From minifters in poflfefllen only I 
cxpeft objeftions; but, if they would 
confider how gready this fcheme will con- 
tribute to their own cafe and advantage, 
objefts to which they ufually pay fome 
regard, they cannot, I think, refufe it 
their concurrence: for whenever they 
Ihall be fo fortunate as by this means to 
get into power, they will be fure to keep 
it for a whole twelve-month; and not 
only keep it, but keep it unmoleftcd by 
all oppofitiori: fori when power is thus 
placed in the hands of Fortune, (he alone 
can be blamed for the unfuccefsful efibrts 
2 ' q£ 
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^f ambidon, and the difappointment x>£ 
men's own imaginary merit. This will 
exempt all miniftcrs from the moft difa- 
greeable embarraffments of then: office; 
they will no longer be obliged to negledt 
their fupporters, and promote their adver- 
faries, nor to reward every one in propor- 
tion as they abufe them; a conduft, 
which though habit, I know, renders lefs 
painful than might be imagined; yetmuft 
ever be inconvenient, becaufe it cannot 
fail to create new advprfaries, and new 
abufes. They will no longer be depen-? 
dent on the caprice of a miftrefs or a fa- 
vourite, nor even on the will of their {o- 
vereign himfelf; nor will they be dif- 
treffed, if they fhould be fo uncommonly 
unfortunate, as to have to deal with a 
prince, who has not one vice, attach- 
ment, or prejudice by the indulgence of 
which he can be either purchafed or con* 
trouled. They will no longer be obliged 
%o court the humours, or fatisfy the de- 
piands of an infatiable parliament -^ nqr 
S 3 reduced 
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feduced to tbe humiliatiiig necetfltjr of 
frequent applications to rtcruit die neve* 
flues of the civil liftj esthaufted hfy ccmw 
rupdng then to be honeft, atvd paying 
them for that fupport to government fitf 
which their own intereft and duty ou^t 
CO have been fiiificient inducements $ and 
whenever they are difplaced by this rota^ 
tion^ they can have no eaufe to be angry, 
and therefore cannot be tempted to difgracd 
thcmfelvcs, by inlifting irtimediately into 
oppofition, by unfaying all they have 
faid, undoing all they have done, defeat- 
ing every meafure which they had 
adopted, and facnficing their principles 
and charafters to gratify their refent- 
ments. As they will have little to pro- 
mife, and lefs to beftow, they will be litdc 
troubled with thofe two worft fpecies of 
perfecutors, their friends, and their ene- 
mies; they will no longer be baited in 
icnates, reviled in news-papers, and in-^ 
lulted in the ftrcetsj and both their pro- 
m&$ and their windows will be lefs frc- 
a cjuemly 
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qucndy brdken; in (hort^ they will oftcner 
he able to dine as regularly^ to fleep aa 
quietly> an<J walk as fecurely> as the moft 
infignificant man in the kingdom. I 
ihall add but one other inducement to 
prevail on minifters to agree to my pro- 
pofal; an inducement^ which perhaps 
they may dunk too inconfiderable to be 
mentioned i which is this, that by it they 
will be placed in a fituation^ in which they 
may be capable of doing fi>me fervice tQ 
their country i in which they may enjoy 
leifure and quiets fufficient" to enable 
them to form and execute fome plans for 
the regulation of our police^ the re-efta^ 
blifhment of our governmeDt> and pay* 
ment of our debts ^ aU whichj in their 
prefent ftate of being fnlloried and pelted^ 
are utterly imprafticable* If there fhould 
be my in adminiftration> who are fkilled 
in> or fond of play; their patronage 1 may 
furcly depend on, as my fcheme will af* 
ford them a new and entertaining game» 
in which Fortune will be the difpoier of 
$4 aU 
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^1 good tiiinigs ; a lady, with whom diey 
have had* ^ long an intimacy, ' and witl^ 
whom they may be prefamcd to have no in- 
ConGdcrable intercff. 

To the oppofition, I think, few argu- 
ments rie^d be ufed, to periuade them tq 
fupport a fcheme fo manifeftly calculated 
for their advantage; which will immedi- 
ately extricate them from a laborious and 
unprofitable fituation, and give them an 
equal chance with others of acquiring the 
moft honourable and profitable offices in 
the ftate, of which at prefent they feem to 
have no chance at all. Whenever they 
ihall be fo lucky, as to be eledted by this 
means into power, they will then enjoy all 
the benefits which I have juft now enume- 
rated, in the fituation of niinifters; and 
whenever they fhall be unfortunately ex- 
cluded, their condition even then will be 
much preferable to their prefent; for* they 

will be delivered from the troublefome and 

..V..-.. ...• .* 

barren occupation of fruitlefs oppofition, 
which will then exift no more : they will 
therefore no longer be obliged to toil and 

fweat. 
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^eat^ whole days and nights, in fuppoit^ 
ing queftions, \yhich they difapprove: and 
^notions, which they neither expedt nor wife 
to carry; they will no more be ob- 
liged to expend jtheir own fortunes in 
forming clubs, cementing faftions, fo-» 
menting tumults, and purchafing peti- 
tions, on die bare poITibility of being fbme 
time or other reimburfed by the public. 
They will no longer be compelled to de- 
jceivc the people, whofc intcrefts they re- 
gard ; to debafe the character, and abandon 
the privileges of both houfes of parliament, 
of which they are members : or to infiilt 
the Sovereign, wl^om they love and ho- 
nour, and whpfe favour is. their principal 
purfuitj nor, if all thefe fhould feil> to 
call in a patriotic plague, famine, or wai^ 
to their afliftance : this condudl, I know, 
is ftriftly juftifiable, from ncceflity, and 
fidelity to connexions, and warranted by 
precedents innumerable and immemorial; 
but yet, on reflexion, muft certainly be dif- 
agreeable to hpneft and ingenuous minds. 

Befideat 
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Befides an exemptioo from thefe Henm- 
lean labours^ they will acquire^ even dur« 
ing their excluTion^ no inconfiderable 
pecaniary advantage; for the reverfionary 
chance of a lucrative place in the choice 
of next year will fetch no contemptiUe 
linn in the prefent^ and I doubt noc> a» 
foon as my fcheme fhall be eftabliihed^ 
will be as exadly calculated^ and as readi* 
)y done at Jonathan's^ as a Lottery Tic- 
|xt> or Bank or India Stock, ibr the opeo* 

Let Ds now fee how diis my fcheme 
will afied the nation. And here I dif* 
cern a moft agreeable profpftd; for I fee 
an end to all parliamentary contefts^ tbc 
of&pring of felf-intereil> and parent of 
corn^tion^ and with it an end to ali 
thofe fadions and difcontents, thofe miP- 
coffiduAs and misfbrtunes> which have di- 
vided and diilreiled this country for above 
half a century; 

^^ HdefonU dcrivata clade$ 
•* iff patriam fopuhmque JluxU.** 

From 



C *«7 1 

From this impure fource they have all pro<# 
ceeded; from this has every calamity 
iiToed^ that ha$ overflowed the land : it was 
this that produced a Spanilh war in the 
year 1739, which produced a French war, 
which after a fhort peace produced another 
French, ' another Spaniih, a German, and 
Attitticzn war; thefe produced a national 
debt of one hundred and fifty millions, 
with innumerable and never-ceafing taxes 
to defray their intcreft^ thefe have pro- 
duced loans, jobbs, contrafts, and all man- 
ner of plunder} thefe have produced pri- 
Vate riches and public poverty, which have 
produced high price of provifions, dear- 
nefs of labour, complaints of manufac* 
turers, luxury and idlenefs, riots, and tu- 
mults, with all thoie numerous grievances, 
which the nation really feels, or fancies 
that fhe feels, frpm her prefent nervous 
dilpofition. 

All thefe, I queftion not, will be pre- 
vented in future by my propofal ; tq 
which I hay? never heai*d any objedions, 

except 
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except the two foUowing, which I fluU cb^ 
deavour to aniwcr. 

Firft, that thele annual changes in ad« 
mtniftration will occafion inch continual 
changes in meafures, that no iyftem^ fi>^ 
reign or domeftic, could be purfued with 
ijbeadinefs and eQed. To this I reptys 
that» under the prefent mode of govern- 
menty this muft certainly be the confe-p 
quence of fuch frequent changes; bui^ 
under the regulations of oiy fcheme, they 
will have no fuch operations ; becaufe the 
new miniftry^ being introduced without 
conteft, will be under no neccflity of 
counteracting every meafure which had 
been adopttd by the old : they will not 
be mortgaged .to old connexions and old 
animofities, nor embarrafled by old prin- 
ciples and? old profeflions; and therefore 
they will ,not be obliged in honour to in- 
volve the nation in a war, becaufe the laft 
miniftry had concluded a peace j nor to 
rclinquifli taxes of which they might 
avail tj^emfclvcs^ becaufe they had foftper- 
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ly voted againft them; nor to wink Jlt 
libels, and indulge riots, becaufe they had 
once been ufeful; nor to ruin themfelves 
by the fande arts by which they had ruined 
their predcceffors, to prove the confift- 
cncy of their conduft. This rotation of 
minifters will therefore be fo far from 
changing fyftems, that it will contribute 
very much to continue them i for, if any 
one adminiftration fhould happen to fix 
upon any one fyftem, the reft, having no 
inducement to alter it, will probably pur- 
fue it in preference to the trouble of find- 
ing out another. But if the worft fhould 
happen, and no fyftem at all be purfued, 
th^ nation perhaps might not fufFer fa 
much as may be imagined; for what 
fyftem can wc remeqiber to have been, *■ 
ever ftriftly adhered to in this country, 
except this, that oppofition fhould da 
miichief, and minifters embarrafied by a 
perpetual warfare do nothing? and yet 
vnder this w« have conftantly gone on 

improving. 
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improving in witalthi trade, libeitjr, powcfj 
and profpcrity, to this hour. 

The other i$^ that if all oppofidoo is 
by this fcheme put an end to, th^e will 
remain no check upon evil minifbrs^ and 
the people will be left a defencele& prqr 
to their tyranny and rapacity* This, in- 
deed, is a formidable objedions and ib 
tenacious am I of die liberties of the peo- 
pie, and lb jealous of the encroachments 
of minifterial power, that, if I thought 
iny propofal would be attended with con* 
iequences to &tal, I would inftandy aban- 
don it^ in fpice of all the parental fondnefi 
of a projedor. But of this I cannot enccr*** 
tain the leaft apprehenfions / for although 
it will deftroy all oppoGtion in parliament 
where it is feldom honeft, and always 
hurtful i yet it will leave it in full vigour 
Amongfl: the people, where it is often ho« 
nefk, and ieldom injurious to the public ; 
enough of Ul will remain in the hearts a^d 
laoouths of comax>n-council«men, livery* 

meni 
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men, and freeholders^ to watch over die 
txMiduft of minifters 5 here is its native 
foil, and here it ought always to be cul- 
tivated:- but whenever it takes root 
amongft 'the great, whenever it Ihoots up 
itito courtSj councils, and fenates, it fooft 
degenerates into feifilh and angry faftions, 
who, under a pretended zeal for the welfare 
of the public, are ccmtending only who 
fliall firft facrifice it to the mean ends of 
private ambition or avarice ; for true Eng- 
lifli oppofition to government is like that 
refpeftabfe animal the true Englilli maftifi; 
who, when permitted to prowl and roar 
about the yards and out-houfe, is a faith- 
fid, honeft, and intrepid guardian 1 but, if 
admitted into the drawing-room, becomes 
a very ofienfivc and ^ very dangerous vi- 
iitor. 

And here, by the bye, I cannot but ap- 
plaud the honeft fagacrty of that honofir- 
ablc fociety, the Supporters of the Bill of 
Rights, who have declared «ernal war 
With all great men, efteeming them dange-- 

rous 
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rOus coadjutors in the caufe of liberty, and 
wifely concluding, that it is impofiible that 
perfons poflefled of exalted titles, vaft pro« 
perty, and extenfive power, fhould ever be 
in eafneftj in endeavouring to deftroy their 
own ' fliperiority, and the fubordination of 
others^ 

Much more nught be iirged in ^vour 
of my fcheme ; but I (hall leave it to its 
own apparent merits for fuccefs^ and jQiaU 
now conclude with this fmgle caution to 
my readers, not to imagine that there is 
any thing in the foregoing pages in the 
lead degree ludicrous; a caution which I 
think not altogether unneceflary, from 
frequently obferving, that plain truths, 
concifely exprefled^ and brought home td 
mens minds, are apt to ftrikfe on the very 
fame chords in the human brairi, which 
are peculiarly appropriated to wit and 
humour, and are therefore often miftaken 
for them : for which reafoni I forewarn all 
who (hall perufe this fhort effayj againft 
falling into this common error; and afliire 

themy 
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thenii thaty in thefe confiderations on this 
ierious fubjeft, not any wit, nor any hu- 
mour except good-hiwnour, is, or was ever 
intended to be, admitted 5 nor is the leaft 
refledtion dcfigncd on the condudt of any 
man, or fct of men whatever ; my fcheme is 
folely founded on conjedur^t arifing from 
the known principles of human nature, which 
concludes that men will a£|: m fuch a man- 
lier, in fuch circumftances, and Aich fitu- 
^tions. It is not here aflerted that any have 
ib a£ted in fuch (ituadons $ but only fuppof* 
ed, that the generality of mankind eternally 
wilL 
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THOUGHTS 

OK THE 

N A T I O N A L D E B T. 

NOtwithftanding the prafticc of fund- 
ing has prevailed in this country 
For a century, the nature and efFcfts of a 
debt by this means contrafted feen> yet 
to be. very imperfeftly underftood. The 
minifters who have contradted it have al- 
ways been fatisfied with procuring what 
money they wanted on the beft terms they 
could for the public, and have diought 
litde of -its confequences, but have left 
them to the decifion of time, accidents, 
and future adminiftrations : the ableft 
financiers have widely differed in their 
opinions concerning its nature and cf- 
fcfts i fome have confidered it as a perfo- 
T 2 nal 
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ml debt, his (bare of which every indivl^ 
dual of which the public is compofed is 
obliged to difbharge; Qt;hers have looked 
upon it as a mortgage on all the landed 
property of the nadon^ and haye com- 
puted the poflible extenfion and duration 
in proportion to its approach to tlie uldr 
mate value of that property i and hence 
as many xras have been fixed for the difr 
folution of the funds as for the end of the 
w^rld; but happily the political and theo« 
logical prophets have been equally mif-^ 
taken, 

A few have viewed it with lefs terrible 
apprehenfions^ and a very few indeed have 
ventured, in contradiction to the univerfal 
fenle of mankind, to affert, that it is the 
fource of all oxir wealdi, power, and prof-? 
perity. 

From hence fo^many abfurdides, mif- 
tak^s, and mifrcprcfentations are daily 
propagated, both in writings and conver- 
fation, concerning the nature and effeA$ 
of the national debt, that I cannot for- 

beai^ 



bear putting together a felv plain thoughts 
bn a fubjcft which has been fo much dif- 
cufled aiid fo litde underftood. I pretend 
to no abilities in financiering, and therefore 
fliall not, like ttioft of riiy predeceffors, 
adorn my pages with long to^s of figures^ 
oir puzzle my reader and myfelf with intri- 
cate calculidotis^ but endeavour^ as concile^* 
ly as poifiblej to explain the nature and 
efFeds of this debt in a manner agreeabl<i 
to the diftates of reafon and tommoti 
fenfe. 

What has led rtioft ttf thofc who hare 
employed their thoughts and pens on diis 
fubjeft into erroi-s is thisi They havb 
€onftandy Cofifidered this national debt 
as fimilar to a debt contra&ed between 
two private individuals^ to which it beans 
not the leistft refemblan^e; the private 
debtor is obliged to pay his creditor^ if 
his efFcfts dre fufflcient for that piirpofei 
the public are under no obligation to pajr 
ihcirsi bccaufe they originally granted" 
T J them 
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them no more than a perpetual and tranf- 
ferrable annuity : the principal of a private 
debt is fecured by law» though the intcreft 
cannot always be got without much diffi* 
cuky and delay; the intereft of the pub- 
lic debt is pundtually diichargedi but the 
principal cannoc be demanded or ob- 
tained by. any other means than by tranf- 
feeing it. to another perlbn for whatever 
price he Ihall be willing to give ; the pri- 
vate debtor is poor in proportion to 
his debt^ but the public is enriched by 
whatever it owes; the private debtor 
would be rich if his debts were difcharged, 
but the nation would be impoverifhed if 
hers were paid offl This much more re- 
fembles a debt which a man might con- 
traft with himfelf, by, borrowing out of 
one pocket and lending* to another; but 
even from thb it widely differs, becaufe, 
by fuch a traffic, a man could be neither 
richer or poorer; though he could not be 
ruined, he could never be a gainer; where- 
as 



[ ^79 3 

as the nation, by borrowing too mueh, may ' 
poflibly become a bankrupt; but in the 
mean time is inconceivably enriched. 

All foreign narionSj as well as our- 
fclves, have long been aftonifhcd to fee 
this country, not only fupporting her cre- 
dit, but encreafing every year in wealth, 
commerce, population, luxury, and mag- 
nificence, during the whole accumulation 
of this enormous debt. But I am per- 
fuaded, that if the nature and effedls of it 
were clearly and properly underftood, the 
miracle would ceafe, and it would evi- 
dently appear, that all thefe improvements 
and acquifitions are principally derived from 
the debt itfelf j and to prove this, I will be- 
gin by tracing the efFefts and coftfcquences 
of one million thus borrowed by govern- 
ment, by which thofe of any greater number 
will become vifible in their due pro- 
portion. 

Wc will luppofe then, that admini- 

ftration find it neceflary to fit out, man, 

and vidhial a fleet, to defray the expencc 

T 4 of 



mt which one million will be wantif^s 
tht public is obliged to borrow this funn» 
and the feveral individuals^ of whom that 
public is compofedy are ready to lend it % 
ib that here the public afts under a dou« 
ble'chara£ter> that is^ of a debtor and a 
creditor at the fame time ; as a body cor- 
porate (he borrows, and as a fbciety of in- 
dividuals ihe lends s that is^ in fa£):» Ihe 
borrows of herfelf. A loan is now opened 
for this fum at the fate of five per cent* 
and parliament propofes taxes to defray 
the annual intereft of fifty thoufand 
pounds. This is immediately filled^ and 
the whole money paid into the Treafury, 
from whence it is foon iflued out to pay 
the f^lorsj and the various tradefmen 
arid artificers wfco are employed in die un- 
dertaking, the fliipwright, the carpentefi 
the blackfmiths^ the fail-makers> the 
painters^ the caulkers, and the rope- 
makers, to ivbieh mufi: be added t|bc 
brewers, the bakers, the farmer, and the 
grazier, with all thofe by whom provii^ons 

arfr 
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are produced or prepared. Thefe foon 
diffufe it through all the occupations and 
profeffions, the moft remote from the ori- 
ginal purpofe for which it was borrowed, 
in which beneficial diftribution they are 
liot a little aiMed by the patriotic. fpirit 
of their wives and daughters^ who take 
care that milliners, mantua-makers, rib- 
bon-weavers, hair-dreflers, dancing-maf- 
ters, and fidlers, Ihall have their fhare; 
and thus the whole million quickly re- 
turns back to die public, that is, to the 
individuals who compofe it. The pub- 
lic, therefore, cannot be the poorer for this 
loan, neither as the debtor or a creditor; 
as a debtor (he can lofe nothing, becaufe 
the whole intereft of the debt is paid for 
her by a new tax, and as a creditor (he is a 
great gainer, becaufe the principal is foon 
refonded, and yet (he continues to re- 
ceive the intereft, which is therefore a 
clear acquifition of fifiy thoufand pounds a 
year. 
But perhaps it may be a(ked, from 

whence 
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whence comes diis fifty thoufand pounds 
a year ? I anfwcri certainly from the fame 
public who annually pay it^ under the 
name of taxes, and receive it again under 
the denomination of intereft. It does 
not, indeed, always return into the j&mc 
pockets from whence it was extrafted, 
and therefore fome individuals in parti- 
cular fituadons muft be fufferers; but the 
nation at large can never be impove- 
rifhcd by a debt of this kind, to whatever 
extent it might be carried. It is a mill 
which may be for ever worked with the 
fame flream of wealth, without any dimi- 
nution, provided no part of it is diverted 
into a foreign channel, from whence it 
returns no more. Somc^ of it is fo di- 
verted to pay intereft to thole foreigners 
who have depofited their money in our 
funds ; but even by this we can be no lofcrsj 
as we are in pofTefllon of their principal,' 
which we fhall never repay, the ufe of 
which is of much greater value than the 
intereft. 

Thus 



[ a83 1 

Thus far it has been Cicarly proyed, 
that the wealth of this country cannot be 
in the leaft impaired by the debt ; but on 
further examination it will appear as clear- 
ly, that it is greatly iricreafed, and that 
our prefcnt unexampled opulence is prin-» 
cipally derived from this fource which it 
caufes, by enabling us to circulate fuch 
prodigious fums as the principal and in- 
tercft of our enormous debt. The circu- 
lation of money is money, and (b much^ 
that it cannot be computed by any calcu- 
lation. We every day fee bankers living 
not only in affluence but magnificence, 
building palaces and purchafing eftates, by 
the (ble profits of capitals very inconfi- 
derable continually circulated, and fomc 
by circulating the wealth of others, without 
any capital at all. A few dioufand 
pounds difFufed through th^ various oc- 
cupations and profeflions of a fmall town 
will maintain all the families of which it 
is compofcd better than the fame fum 
would fupport one family if it remained' 

unemployed 
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unemployed in the hands of a fingle pef^ 
fon. The butcher and the baker feed did 
taylor and the draper, who clothes thennl 
in return; the farmer employs the carpen-j 
ter, the bricklayer, and the labourer^ and 
they aflift him by confuming part of his 
crop ; the parfon maintains a wife and fix 
children, and the attorney builds a houie 
and buys land, and they are all paid in 
their turns by the perpetual rotatwn of 
the fame money. If, then, the circulating 
a fmall fum within fuch narrow limits 
can do all this, what will not the circula- 
tion of fo many millions be able to efFedt in 
the haqds of a great and powerful natbn> 
when employed in improving comrtlercei 
agriculture, and manufaAures, and theex-* 
tcnlion of plunder and rapine over the mod 
remote regions of the globe ? 

There is, befides, one circumftattcle which 
has greatly contributed to fupport us un- 
der this vaft load of debt and accumula- 
tion of Intereft, which has been little if 
at all obferved, diough well worthy of 
% obfervatioB'^ 



— 
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rfjfervation; which, therefore, I fhall 
endeavour ' to expJam. The principal of 
this debt cannot be demanded, and will 
never be repaid, and for that reafon can- 
not materially afFeft us. The intereft, 
whicli muft be punftually difcharged eve- 
ry year, is the only load under which we 
labour, but the preffure of this is greatly 
alleviated by its own confequences and 
operations, as thus : — For every mil- 
lion borrowed by government at five per 
cent, an intereft is annually paid of fifty 
thoufand pounds; this is every year re- 
ceived by the creditors, and expended by 
them in purchafing all the neceflaries, 
Gonveniencies, and luxuries of life, which 
are all heavily taxed j by this income they 
are enabled to build houfes, to keep 
coaches, fervants, and hories, and are con- 
fequently obliged to pay the houfe tax, tlic 
window tax, the coach tax, the fervants 
tax, and the horfe tax; by this they are 
icnabled to confume larger quantities of 
|vine, beer, tea, brandy, coals, foap, and 

candles. 
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candles^ with innumerable other articles^ 
lame of which pay duties equals and fome 
iiiperior to dieir original values. This 
brings into the treafury a new and additbnal 
income, perhaps nearly fufficient to difcharge 
Ae intercft of the new loan, which never 
could have come in if this million had never 
been borrowed. 

But It may be f^d, if the proprietws 
of thefe loans pay annually as much in 
taxes as they receive in intereft, how are 
they richer, or able to expend more mo- 
ney on thefe various articles than diey 
wou^ be if they neither paid the one or 
received the other, and there were no 
debt, taxes, or intereft at ^all I I anfwer* 
beaufe if there were none, no fuch quao- 
Wy of money as they now poflcfs would 
cxift, and confequently they could not 
expend it. It is thefe and. the circulation 
of them that create this wealth, which, 
though fiditious, anfwers all the purpofes 
of real cafh, and is therefore of equal va- 
lue. Our debt is in fad our riches, the 
5 greater 



greater it is the more we can expend>. anc) 
the more we owe, the faficr we find it 
to borrow, bccaufe there is more to be 
knt. However paradoxical thefc prppofi- 
tions may feem, they arc undoubtedly true, 
and are confirmed by long praftice and daily 
experience, the fureft guides in political 
inquiries. 

To be fatisfied of their truth, we need 
only look back on the pecuniary ftate of 
this country before the commencement of 
our national debt, and we (hall fee that, 
compared with our prefent fuperabundant 
ppulence, there was no money, and that 
our power, grandeur, and riches have gra- 
dually increafed in proportion to the m- 
tereft of that debt, which puts me in mind of 
what one Irifliman faid of anodier, that 
once he knew him a poor fellow with feared 
a coat to his back, though he was now 
grown a g>eat rich man, and owe4 tea 
thousand pounds. As there was then but 
very little property except land, the landed 
gentleman was much richer, that is, ftood 

higher 
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higher in the fcalc of comparative riches 
dian he Hands at prefent ; but he had no 
money, nor wanted much ; he lived upon 
the produftions of his own cftatc, in a 
plentiful but flovenly hoipitality. If once 
in half a year the hard hands of his te- 
nants brought him a few guineas, they 
were all owing long before they came^ 
and the carpenter, the bricklayer, the tay- 
lor, and the fliopkeeper were all waiting in 
the hall for their arrival, anxious to feize 
them before they efcapcd. He feldom 
went farther from home than to a club 
or a feflions, and then he was obliged to 
take up half a guinea, on account of rent, 
to defray his expences. If a Scotch ped- 
lar came into the yard, the whole family 
were in as great an uproar as the dc^, 
furveyed the contents of his opened pack 
with longing eyes, but could not raife 
cafh amongfl: them fufficicnt to purchafe 
a dozen or two of pocket handkerchief, 
or a few fmocks for the miffes. A fiBc 
gown never faw day-light except on Sun- 
days* 



days* The High ShcrifFs laced waift* 
Coat was preferved amongft die femily 
archives, and the wedding coach wheeled 
flowly through the dirt for three genera- 
tions. A fcarcity of money was vifiblc 
over the whole fece of die country; the 
waftes were uncultivated^ the marfhes un- 
drained, the roads almoft impaflablc, and 
the conveyances tedious and uncomforta* 
ble. The metropolis, compared with the 
prefent, was of fmall extent; the ftreets 
were narrow, ill paved, ill lighted, few 
coaches or chairs, few places of public 
amufement, no bankers (hops, except of 
working goldfmiths, and, had there been 
any, no calh to be depofited in them. 
None but fomc of the firft nobility had 
houfes; the country gendeman feldom ot 
never came to town, unlefs he was fcnf a 
reprefentarive to parliament, and then in 
the ftage coach, unaccompanied by his wife 
/and family, to a lodging up three pair of 
ftairs in fome obfcure flreet, for want of 
Vol, II. U money 
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money to procure a better ; and the minifter 
had none to give him. 

Let us now take a view of the aftonifh* 
ing contrail of our prefent opulence and 
luxury, . which has gradually grown up 
and kept pace with our debt. The landed 
gentleman, fitted by education for Ibme 
honourable and lucrative profeflion, is no 
longer to be found amidit the dirt and 
penury of the country, but appears with 
affluence and dignity in the chara£ber of 
a general or admiral, a judge or a biihop -, 
our commerce is extended, and our ma- 
nufaftures improved^ our lands are better 
cultivated, and our people in every rank 
of life better fed, clothed, and lodged, than 
in any former period. Our roads through- 
out every part of the kingdom arc gra- 
vel walks, furnifhed with carriages., and 
poft horfes at every ftage always ready to 
receive travellers, who arc always ready to 
fill them, and have money in their pockets 
fufficient to pay them. Our inns are pa- 
lacesj in which we arc furc to find a vari- 
ety 
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cty of Wines and provifions c£ the beft 
kinds^ beds and fbphas, plate^ linen, chi- 
na, with every elegant accommodation 
promifcd by their external appearance} 
even thofe of inferior i-ank are not defi- 
cient in every convenience and comfort; 
have a fcrecnj a carpet, aiid a mahogany 
table in" every room, and good fowls and 
mutton in the larder. Our metropolis 
has Ipread itfcif Over fome thoufands of 
^cres," covccred with wide ftreets and fpa- 
cious iquares, adorned with' churches, pa-^ 
laces, hofpitals, and bridges; ftreets, 
courts, arid alleys, are full of fhops, thefe 
Ihops full of cuftomers, and thefe cuftom- 
crs full of money. Plays, operas, orato- 
rios, and concerts, are exhibited every 
night, and all to audiences fo crowdc^> 
that multitudes are turned back with half 
guineas in their hands, unable to obtain 
admilfion. Thoufands are collefbed from 
die idle and extravagant for feeing dogs, 
horfes, men, and monkics perform feats 
of aftivity, and, in fome /places, for the 
U 2 privilege 



]5riy3egt5' only of kai% o^ anothen 
Players, fingers, and muficians arc re- 
warded with a ridiculous profufion; ait 
zStor on die ftage receives as vcmdti as one 
m die fenate; and a (idler of the firft mnt- 
nence acquires as good an inconie as a, 
lord of Ac trea&ry. Our houfes sire fil* 
led with the richcft furniture, and adorned 
with pifhires and ftatues oi tk6 l^^flr 
price; our fideboards arc eoTered wkji 
plate, our taUes with delicacies, our ^-^ 
Tants with lace^ and our wives with 4ia- 
iponds* All thefe infallible marks, of 
riches have commenced and prpgreffiydy 
iDcreafed with our deb(;y and ^ ther^re 
undoubtedly derived from it. No finall 
part indeed of them have flowed ifi from 
the Eaft and Weft Indies; but thcfe 
ci^t alfi) to be placed to the fame ac- 
count; becaufe> wid^out the aid of this fiq- 
tMom wealth, we could never have io 
f^r extended our commerce ot* our coa<» 
qiiefts. 
It may be iaid> tbat^ although we allow . 

this 
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tins Mitldut wealth majr have been of 
internal advantage to this country, diis 
cannot give tis any comparative fuperio*^ 
rity over the other nations; bccaufe 
chey may aH adopt the fame method of 
cresting riches, and receive from it the 
fame benefits. I anfwer, it is not truej 
becauie nations who lie under the preiliire 
of a defpotic government, and liave little 
commerce, cannot borrow money on the 
fame terms, nor acquire the fame profit 
by the circulation of it if they could. For 
inftance, we fee the German ftatcs do not 
and cannot contraft any confiderablc 
debts, becaufe their own fubje&s have no 
money to lend, and foreigners will not 
place their property in funds, where their 
iecurity may be annihilated in a moment 
by the mifconduft of a minifter, or the 
edift of a prince. The fame reaibns ope- 
rate in a proportional degree with regard 
to France, who, though vailly fuperior to 
Great Britain in extent both of domi- 
nion and revenue^ could not Hand under 
V 3 a debt 
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a debt of equal weight;^ and I am per- 
fuaded that^ at the prefent junfhire^ if 
compelled by a neceflitjr, which I hope 
wiU never arrive, this country would 
be able to add as many millions to 
her debt as would idirow. France into a 
ftate of univerfal bankruptcy and con- 
fufion. The accumulation of our debt 
has obliged our neighbours to follow 
our example; to lay thcmfelves under 
the preflure of equal, loads, without 
equal /abilities to.fuftain them; and this, 
perhaps, is not one of the leaft*. advan- 
tages which W€ have received from it. 
^ The truth of this is fufficiehtly confirmed 
by a late, very memorable' event,' which is 
our American war/ on the confcquences of 
which,! both 'ourfelvcs and our enemies 
were fully pcrluaded that the commerce, 
the wealth, the credit, and the very cxift- 
cnce of this country depended. 

France, therefore, thought , no expence 
too great, which would invoke us in 
the conteft, and procure our defeat. 
This, with the unremitted alfiftance of 

Engliih 
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Ertglifti patrii>tifin, Ihe, at length ac- 
compUlhed; but what was the confe- 
quencc? why the very rcverfe of what, our 
enemies hoped for and we apprehended; 
our coftimerjce is not lefs, our wealth is 
greater, and our credit better than they 
were before the commencement of that 
war. We are enriched both by the con- 
teft and by the lofs of that for which we 
contiended J by the firft, becaufe by that our 
debt is augmented, which has been proved 
to be our riches ; and by the lattery as by 
that.no inconfiderable fums are retain^ 
edj and circulated at home, which would 
otherwife have been annually exported to 
defray the ufelefs expences of American 
jobs. On the contrary, France is fo exhauft- 
ed, that fhe has been obliged to abandon 
the purfuits of conqueft and dominion, 
and fuffer them to be wrefted even out of 
her jaws without a ftruggl^j befides 
which, her people by their tranfadanrick 
connexions have catched fuch an idea for 
liberty as will not eafily be eradicated 
U 4 without 
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vrithoxit the lofs of more blood than the 
prefenc ftate of her conftitunon is able to 
bear. 

But have not thefe numerous benefits 
been introduftive of feme evils ? Cer- 
tainly of many, both of a private and a 
public nature. The incrcafc of moneyi 
whether real or fi6Htious, «iuft diminifli 
its value, and confequently augment the 
price of all the neceflaries of life. This no 
laws or regijlations of police can prevent 
The circulation of bank notes muft ad- 
vance the price of bread, and the arrival 
of a dozen or two of Nabobs will make 
beef and mutton dear in every market 
By this all ranks and denominations of 
men ,are greatly though not equally a(* 
fe6fced; the landed man and the day-la- 
bourer are the greateft fuffercrs, becaufc 
the firft cannot raife the price of his landj 
nor the latter of his labour, faft enough to 
keep pace with the decreafe in the va- 
lue of money; they both muft rife> birt 
tbey are always behind hand. By this, 

likewifc, 
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likewiie, the nation muft fufitr not a little $ 
becaufe the advanced price of provifions 
advances the wages of nrianiifadurers^ and 
con&qiiendy the price of her manufac- 
tures^ which enables rival nations to under- 
ietl her; but this is of litde confequence, 
if compared with die multitude of evils 
which an extraordinary influx of wealth 
never fuls to introduce. It is like the 
overflowings of the Nile, which, whilft 
they produce fertility and plenty, engender 
the moft fa;tal diieafes and the moft noxious 
ammals. 

Plenty of money not only depreciates 
the value, but lowers the eftimation of k 
to a greater degree than the value. We 
now part with half a guinea for an open 
or a concert with lefs reludtance than 
our fathers took leave of half a crown ; a 
beggar in the ftreet will not thank you 
for halfpence, nor the meaneil waiter at 
an mn for lefs than a (hilling. This dif- 
regard to money, and preference given to 
any gradflcation, amufemcnt, or purfuit^ 
I prevails 
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prevails through all ranks and conditions 
of lifcj and the effe£b of it are but too 
vifible. on this country, into which it has 
introduced with it fuch an : inundation of 
idlenefs^ diffipation, luxury/ vanity, pro- 
fufion, and profligacy of : every . kind, 
amongft all ranks, from the higheft^ to 
the lowcft of our people, as has nearly de- 
ftroycd. all government and Subordination, 
and has filled our g^ztttes' with bankrupt- 
cies, our ftreets with beggars, our gaols 
with criminals, our coafts with fmugglers, 
our capital with riots, and our parliament 
with faftion. The ableft financiers de- 
clared it as their opinion, above half a cen- 
tury ago, that the credit of this country 
might very well bear a debt of about 
forty or fifty millions, but that more than 
one hundred it could not fuftain ; and per- 
haps they might have been right, had not 
the additional revenue arifing from every 
new loan in a great meafure difcharged 
Ac additional intereft, a circumftance of 
which they were not aware i but time and 

experience 
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experience has long fince proved, that 
they were foitutiatcly miftaken; as it now 
ilibfiftsi with unimpaired vigour, under a 
load of almoil three times that magnitude; 
How much higher this flupendous fabric 
of fiditious wealth might be raifed, no 
one can determine, and it would be ex- 
ceedingly unwife to try, becaufe the event 
muft be fatal, whether^ it fuccceded or 
. failed ; if. it advanced, it . muft make us 
giddy with, infolence and luxury, :and if it 
.fell it .muft overwhelm us, in its ruins. It 
is high time, thercfbre, not only to put a 
flop to its further progrefs, but to retrench 
it as foon,. yet as gently as we canj for 
which purpofe I think' no plan more effica- 
cious can be devifcd than that already be- 
gun, which is, to appropriate every year 
one million of public money to the dif- 
charge of the debt. This, if ftriftly adhered 
to, by annually finking both principal and 
intereft, in procefs of time will perform a 
great deal, and is the more eligible for 
being flow and gradual in its operations; 
for was it poffible to pay off the whole 

dc^' 
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debt at oncfy die efieds would be exaftlf 
the fame as if it was not paid at all; a 
iudden difcharge and a fiiddcn bankraptcy 
would be die &me» diat is, diey woukl 
equally invol^re us in univerfiQ oonfbfioH 
and diftreis. As cafh is die only medium 
by which the public creditor coukl be paid, 
_we will fuppofe for a moment^ that a ium 
of three hundred millions in gold and &^ 
ver is dug out of the mines in Cornwall, 
or the coal pts of Newcallle, diat it is 
refined, coined, and fent into the treaiury, 
and all the creditors called upon to receive 
principal and interefl:, which they accept, 
becaufe they have no right to refiifc. 
What then would cnfue ? We Ihould fee 
muldtudes ftaggering under loads of cafh, 
which they could not carry away; many 
fetching it in wheel-barrows, fome in 
carts, and a few in waggons, and filling 
warehoufes, granaries, and barns with in- 
numerable buihels of uielefs guineas ; uie- 
lefs indeed, for to what ufe could they be 
applied? they could not be placed in 
public funds, becaufe, if there was no debt 

those 
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there could be no fonds; they could not 
be laid out in land^ becaufe no man 
would part with land, the produce of which 
would maintain himfelf and his family, 
fer money which would produce nothing ; 
it could not be lent on mortgage for 
the fame rcafbn; and it could not even 
purchafe the neceffaries of life, becaufe no 
one would fell a loaf or a leg of mutton 
which he could eat, lor ^Id and filver 
which he could not fwallow. We might, 
indeed, like the Mexicans, when firft dii^ 
covered^ cover our houfes and fhoe our 
horfes with thefe precious metals ; but fu« 
pcrfluity would dcftroy their value, and lead 
and iron would be nK)re efteemed, becaufe 
of more general ufe. 

The fcheme propofcd will prevent thefe 
inconveniences, and pare away infenfibly 
every year fon>e part of this unwieldy 
debt, without diftrelTing the public or in- 
jifring the creditors ^ the public will be 
gradually exonerated, and the creditors 
uui have no reafon to complain, becaufe 
they arc under no compulsion to part 

with 
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with their ftock ; and if they chufe to fell 
il) there is no difference to them whether 
government or private individuals purchafe 
it at a market price. This method of pay- 
ing off the debt is in fa£fc no more than 
cveiy year withdrawing a certain por- 
tion of it out of cu-culation, by which means 
it is totally annihilated ; for as when bou^t 
in by government the intercft ceafes, and 
no principal ever exifted, nothing re-* 
ipains^ and therefore it becomes abfolutdy 
nothing. 

This fi&itious wealth in the political> 
is exa6Uy fimilar to blood in the animal 
]y)dy$ {o long as they continue to circu- 
late they give life and healthy beauty^ 
ftrength, and fpirit ; but as foon as the cir- 
culadon ftops, the one ceafes to be wealth, 
and the other blood. All thefe millions 
in funds and loans, in principal and inte-^ 
refl> in Bank, South Sea, and India Stock, 
in Bank Notes, Exchequer Bills, in Long 
and Short Annuities, and Lottery Tic- 
kets, fb long as they are kept alive and in 
modon, are as good to all intents and 

purpofcs 
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purpofcs as gold and filver ; they bcftow 
palaces, parks, and ^ gardens, , plate and 
jewels, feryahts and equipages; they pro- 
cure titles and honours, feats, in the Houfe 
of Commons, and peerages in the Houfe 
of Lords,. and majorities in both, Whilft 
they laft, all thefe benefits, powers, and 
privileges they confer on their ppfleflbrs^ 
in whofe hands they are a certain and fub- 
ilantial income; in the hands, of a mini- 
fter, like the broad pieces tofled about by 
a juggler, they are here and there, in your 
pockets, in mine, or in his own, and then 
by a fingle manceuvre, are no where at 
all, but vanifh like the bafelefs fabric of a 
vifion. This is called paying off, and Co 
it is, for a debt annihilated is paid. I am 
not very apprehenfive that the progrefs of 
^is fcheme will be too rapid, confideriog 
the numerous interruptions it will proba- 
bly meet with, or that it will difcharge toQ 
great a part of our debt ; but if it fliould 
ever go fo far as even to pay off one hun- 
dred millions, I will venture to foretell, 
that the diminution of our riches will be 
5 fecrctly 



